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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 681,402, dated August 27,1901,
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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JouN C. SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Massa-
peag; in the county of New London and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Buckles; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to the class of bue-
kles of the twin or duplex type comprising a
frame and oppositely-extending tongues, and
has for its object to facilitate the attachment
of the tongues and to cheapen the construe-
tion, tongne-supporting cross-bars being dis-
pensed with and the tongues being in the
nature of frames and one forming a support
for the other.

For a full description of the invention and
the meritsthereof and also to acqaire a knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the
means for effecting the result reference is to

"be had to the following description and draw-

ings hereto attached.
‘While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily sus-

‘ceptible of modification; still the preferred

embodiment of the invention is illnstrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1is a plan view of a buckle em-
bodying the invention, a portion being in sec-
tion to show the manner of connecting the

tonguestoeachother and tothe buckle-frame..

Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section. Fig.
3 is a central transverse section.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

The buckle-frame 1 is of oblong and rec-
tangular formation and its longitudinal bars
are offset at a middle point to throw the end

_portions in different planes. The middle por-

tion of the longitudinal bars besides being

‘offsetis widened and is provided with an open-

ing 2 for the reception of a journal 3 of a
tongue. An intermediate cross-bar 4 con-
stitutes a keeper for the loose ends of the
straps 5 and 6, attached to opposite ends

of the buckle. The tongues 7 and 8 are of
similar formation and appear as frames of
approximately V form, the side members be-
ing adapted to be pressed inward and to
spring outward, this being essential in order
to provide for a ready attachment of the
tongues to the frame and a removal of the
tongues from the said frame when desired
for any purpose. These tongues may be con-
structed either of wire or struek from sheet
metal or cast, as found most advantageous.
The side members of the tongue 7 have out-
wardly-extending ends 9, which form jour-
nals, by means of which the tongue is piv-
otally connected tothelongitudinal bars of the
buckle-frame. Theouterend portions 3 of the
bent ends 9 are reduced to enter the openings
2 in the side bars of the frame 1, and shoul-
ders 11 areformed at the inner ends of the re-
duced parts 3 to limit the outward movement
of theside members of the tongue 7and tolimit
the inward movement of the side members of
the tongue 8, and which members have eyes at
their inner or pivotal ends for the reception
of the journals 3. The ends of the side mem-
bers of the tongne 8are confined between the
shoulders 11 and the inner sides of the lon-

gitudinal bars of the buckle-frame, as shown

most clearly in Figs. 1 and 3. The tongues
7 and 8 are fitted together prior to attach-
ment of the tongue 7 to the buckle-frame.
The tongues are placed in position by com-
pressing their side members a sufficient dis-
tance to admit of the journals 3 clearing the
inner sides of the longitudinal bars of the
buckle-frame, and when the journals 8 and
openings 2 are in register the tongues are re-
leased, and their side members springing out-
ward cause the journals 3 to enter the open-
ings 2 and to form the pivot-fastenings be-
tween the tongues and the frame and the
axis upon which the tongues turn in common.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is— -
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1. In a buckle, a frame and oppositely-ex- g5

tending tongues coaxially mounted and at-
tached to the side bars of the buckle-frame,
substantially as set forth. o

2. In a buckle, a frame and a tongue hav-
ing members adapted to be pressed inward
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and having pivotal connection with the
buckle-frame, substantially as set forth.

3. In a buckle, a frame and a tongue of: ap-
proximately V form, the side members being
adapted to be pressed inward and adapted to
be pivotally connected to the side bars of the
buckle-frame, substantially as set forth.

4, Ina buckle, a frame and a tongue of ap-
proximately V form having the end portions

of its side members bent outwardly to form-

journals and pivotal connection with the
buckle-frame, substantially as set forth.

5. Inabuckle, a frame, and a tongue of ap-
proximately V form having the end portions
of its side members outwardly bent and the

terminals of the bent ends reduced to form |
journals and having shoulders at the inner |
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ends of the reduced parts, substantially as

set forth.

6. Incombination, a buckle-frame, and op-
positely-extending tongues of approximately
V form, the members of one tongue terminat-

ing in eyes and the members of the other
' tongue having outwardly-extending end por-
tions which pass through the eyes of the first-
. mentioned tongue and enter openings of the
buckle-frame, substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
- in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN C. SMITH. [L.s.]

Witnesses:
CHARLES W. COMSTOCK,
FREDPERICK P. LATIMER.
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