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To all, uhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. JoHNSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at At 
lantic City, in the county of Atlantic and State 

5 of New Jersey, have invented a new and use 
ful Combined Tray-Stand and Napkin-Recep 
tacle, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

combined tray-stands and napkin - recepta 
cles. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of tray-stands and 
to provide a simple and comparatively inex 
pensive one designed for use in hotels, din 
ing-rooms, restaurants, and analogous places 
and adapted to form a support for a tray and 
a receptacle for soiled napkins and capable 
of being compactly folded to enable it to be 
arranged out of the way when not in use and 
also to facilitate shipping and storing. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure is a side elevation 
of a combined tray-stand and napkin-recep 
tacle constructed in accordance with this in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a plan view illustrating the 
arrangement of parts when the device is in 
use. Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the 
parts folded. Fig. 5 is a detail view illus 
trating the manner of connecting the upper 
ends of the legs and of supporting the folding 
connecting-bars. Fig. 6 is a detail perspec 
tive view of the bracket, which forms a guide 
for the foldable connecting-bar. Fig. 7 is a 
detail view illustrating the manner of mount 
ing the upper pintles of the receptacle. Fig. 
8 is a detail view illustrating the manner of 
supporting the lower pintles. 

Like numerals of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
IngS. 

1 designates a collapsible receptacle ap 
proximately rectangular in cross-section and 
having its front 2 and back 3 connected by 
flexible top, bottom, and sides to enable the 
receptacle to collapse. The said top, bottom, 
and sides, which may be constructed of any 
suitable material, are preferably waterproof 
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and are arranged to fold or collapse similar 
to a bellows. The front and back are pref 
erably provided with frames composed of side 
bars and top connecting-bars and having the 
material of which the receptacle is construct 
ed tacked or otherwise secured to them. The 
top is provided with a collapsible door 4, 
preferably of greater width than the opening 
5, and provided with a suitable fastening de 
vice, preferably consisting of a hook and eye, 
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3, for securing 
it in its closed position. The front of the re 
ceptacle is provided with an opening 7, 
through which soiled napkins are introduced 
into the receptacle, and the purpose of the 
invention is to facilitate the removal of dishes 
and soiled napkins from the table of a dining 
room or the like, the device being adapted to 
support a tray on which the dishes are packed. 
The soiled napkins may be readily placed in 
the receptacle, and the device in a great 
measure will prevent the napkins from being 
soiled or otherwise injured by the help. The 
front is provided with a spring-actuated door 
7, which is normally held closed by the 
springs, but which is adapted to be readily 
pushed inward and opened to permit napkins 
to be placed in the receptacle. The springs 
will automatically close the door 7 when the 
pressure for opening the latter is removed 
from the same. 
The device is provided with upper and lower 

side bars 8 and 9, arranged horizontally, as 
clearly illustrated in Fig. 1 of the accompany 
ing drawings, and the said receptacle is sup 
ported by inclined legs 10, arranged in pairs 
and connected at their upper ends by hinges 
11. The upper ends of the legs are provided 
with tips or pieces 12, of rubber or other 
suitable material, and the top bars, which ex 
tend across the front and back of the recep 
tacle, are provided with similar pieces 12. 
The upper side bars 8 are provided with simi 
lar tips or pieces 12, of rubber, and these 
pieces of rubber are adapted to prevent a 
tray from slipping. 
The lowerhorizontal bars 9, which are com 

posed of two sections, are connected at their 
ends with the side bars 1 of the receptacle 
by pivots or pintles 13, arranged as clearly 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 8 of the accompany 
ing drawings, and pivotally connecting the 

55 

o 

75 

9o 

95 

OO 



2 

25 

35 

4 O 

Y 

45 

So 

55 

2 

legs 10 with the bottom of the receptacle. 
The pivots or pintles 13 preferably consist of 
bolts which pass through metal plates or 
pieces 13 and 13. The metal piece or plate 
13, which is approximately U-shaped and 
which is preferably constructed of brass, caps 
the lower end of each of the side bars 1, and 
the other plate or piece 13 is L-shaped and 
is secured to the inner faces of the legs and 
to the upper faces of the cross-pieces 10", 
which connect the legs at the front and back 
of the receptacle. The bolt passes through 
the sides of the metallic cap-pieces 13° and 
through the side bars 1 and secures the 
former to the latter. The pivots 13, which 
project laterally from the front and back of 
the receptacle at the bottom thereof, permit 
the sections 14 of the lower side bars 9 to 
swing upward for folding the device, and the 
inner ends of the sections 14 are connected 
by a hinge 15. The pintle 16 of the hinge 15 
is extended through an eye 17 of the lower 
end of a vertical connecting-bar lS, which is 
connected at its upper end with the top bar S. 
The top bar 8 is composed of inner and 

outer sections 20 and 2. The inner ends of 
the inner sections 20 are connected at their 
lower edges by a hinge 22, and the adjacent 
ends of the inner and outer sections are con 
nected by hinges 23. The hinges 23, which 
when the parts are arranged as illustrated in 
Fig. 1 of the accompanying drawings have 
vertical pintles, are composed of leaves or 
plates arranged in pairs and extending longi 
tudinally of the sections 20 and 21 and located 
at the side edges thereof; but they may, if 
desired, be arranged in kerfs of the sections 
to offset them from the edges thereof. The 
Outer Sections 21, which are extended, are se 
cured to the receptacle by means of horizon 
tal pivots or pintles 24 extending laterally 
from the upper ends of the bars 1 and rigid 
with --shaped plates 24, which are secured 

--to-the upper ends of the bars 1, as clearly 
illustrated in Fig. 2 of the accompanying 
drawings. 
The pintle of the hinge 22 of the inner ends 

of the inner Sections 20 is horizontal when 
the parts are arranged as shown in Fig. 1, 
and the pintles of the hinges 23 at the adja 
cent ends of the sections 20 and 21 are then 
vertical. En folding the device, which oper 
ation is effected by lifting the inner sections 
of the upper side bars, the upper side bar 8 
is adapted to break at its center, the sections 
swinging on the horizontal pivots or pintles 
24, which permit the sections of the upper 
side bars to fold together. After the upper 
side bars have been folded in this manner, 
which brings the sections to a vertical posi 
tion, the inner sections 20 are adapted to 
swing downward and inward and fold upon 
the top of the receptacle, as illustrated in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings, the hinges 23 permit 
ting this Operation. The outer sections 21 
remain in a vertical position, and the sec 
tions of the lower side bars, which are folded 
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simultaneously with the upper side bars, are 
brought to a vertical position, and the in 
clined legs are also simultaneously closed or 
swung together. This folding operation is 
effected by raising the innersections of the up 
per side bars. 
The pintle 25 of the hinge 22 is extended 

and passes through an opening of the upper 
end of the connecting-bar, and it forms a 
pivot for the same. The connecting-bar 18 
is provided near its upper end with a hinge 
joint 26, corresponding with the hinges 23 of 
the top bar 8, when the inner sections thereof 
are in a vertical position and adapted to per 
mit the said inner sections to fold downward 
upon the top of the receptacle, as before ex 
plained. The inner ends of the inner sections 
are supported when in a horizontal position 
by means of a bracket 30, consisting of ver 
tical plates 31 and horizontal arms 32. The 
vertical plate 31 is provided with a perfora 
tion 33 for the reception of the pintle of the 
hinge which connects the upper ends of the 
legs, and it is also connected with the legs by 
means of suitable fastening devices 35, con 
sisting, preferably, of screws and passing 
through slots 36, formed in the plates to per 
mit the opening and closing movement of the 
legs. The horizontal plate or arm 32, which 
forms a shelf to receive the inner ends of the 
inner sections of the upper side bar, is pro 
vided with an opening 37, through which 
passes the connecting-bar, which is provided 
at its upper end with a head consisting of 
horizontal projecting arms 38, arranged to 
rest upon the shelf when the parts are in the 
position illustrated in Fig. 1 of the accom 
panying drawings. The device is readily ar 
ranged for use by swinging the sections 20 
upward and opening the legs, which opera 
tion brings the parts to the position shown in 
Fig. 1. 
The legs are provided between their ends 

with handles or grips 27 to facilitate opening, 
closing, and carrying the combined tray 
stand and napkin-receptacle, which may be 
readily moved from one part of a house to 
another. The front of the receptacle is pro 
vided at its top with a horizontally-disposed 
approximately U-shaped support 28, adapted 
for supporting towels for the use of waiters, 
and the bottom of the device is provided with 
hooks 39, preferably mounted on the legs and 
adapted for supporting empty trays. 
The device is adapted to be constructed of 

a variety of materials and may be manufac 
tured to correspond with the furniture and 
trimmings of the place where it is to be used. 

It will be seen that the combined tray-stand 
and napkin-receptacle is exceedingly simple 
and inexpensive in construction, that it is 
adapted to form a Support for a tray both 
When removing the dishes from the table and 
while serving the latter, and that it will en 
able soiled napkins to be quickly disposed 
of. It will also be apparent that the device 
may be compactly folded when it is not in 
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use and that when it is folded the receptacle 
collapses and the upper and lower side bars 
fold at the edges thereof. Furthermore, it 
will be apparent that the napkins may be 
readily introduced into the receptacle at the 
front thereof and that they may be quickly 
discharged or emptied therefrom through the 
opening at the top. 
What is claimed is 
1. A device of the class described compris 

ing a collapsible receptacle, folding top bars 
connected with the receptacle, folding bot 
tom bars, and the folding legs, substantially 
as described. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a collapsible receptacle, the folding top 
and bottom bars composed of hinged sections 
and pivotally connected with the receptacle, 
and the folding legs hinged at their upper 
ends and pivotally connected near their lower 
ends with the receptacle, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A device of the class described compris 
ing a collapsible receptacle, the folding top 
and bottom bars, the folding connecting-bars 
pivoted to the top and bottom bars, and the 
folding legs, substantially as described. 

4. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the upper and lower side 
bars pivotally connected with the receptacle, 
the top bars being composed of inner and 
outer sections hinged together and adapted 
to fold to a vertical position and capable of 
SWinging downward to arrange the inner sec 
tions upon the top of the receptacle, and legs, 
substantially as described. 

5. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the upper side bars com 
posed of inner and outer sections hinged to 
gether, the outer section being pivoted to the 
receptacle, the lower side bars composed of 
Sections hinged together and pivotally con 
nected with the receptacle, the connecting 
bars pivotally connected with the upper and 
lower side bars and provided between their 
ends with joints, whereby they are adapted 
to fold with the inner sections of the upper 
side bars, and legs, substantially as described. 

6. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the folding upper side bars 
pivoted to the receptacle and composed of in 
ner and outer sections hinged together, the 
lower side bars pivoted to the receptacle and 
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composed of hinged sections, the folding con 
necting-bars extending from the upper side 55 
bars to the lower ones, and the folding legs 
pivoted to the receptacle at the Outer ends of 
the sections of the bottom bars and hinged at 
their upper ends, substantially as described. 

7. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle composed of the front pro 
vided with an opening, the back, the flexible 
top, bottom and sides connecting the front 
and back, the top being provided with an 
opening and having a door for covering the 
same, the folding top and bottom bars con 
nected to the receptacle, and the legs sup 
porting the receptacle, substantially as de 
scribed. 

8. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the folding upper and lower 
side bars pivotally connected with the recep 
tacle, the hinged legs connected at their up 
per ends and pivoted near their lower ends 
to the receptacle, the folding bars connecting 
the upper and lower side bars, and the 
bracket carried by the legs and arranged to 
support the upper side bar, substantially as 
described. 

9. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the folding upper and lower 
side bars connected with the receptacle, the 
hinged legs also connected with the recepta 
cle, the folding connecting-bars extending 
from the lower side bar to the upper side bar, 
and the bracket mounted on the legs and 
forming a support for the upper side bar and 
Serving as a guide for the connecting-bar, 
substantially as described. 

10. A device of the class described compris 
ing a receptacle, the folding upper and lower 
side bars connected with the receptacle, the 
hinged legs, the folding connecting-bar ex 
tending from the lower side bar to the upper 
side bar, and the approximately t-shaped 
bracket supported by the legs and arranged 
to receive the upper side bar and provided 
with an opening for the connecting-bar, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM II. JOHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT BARROW, 
THOMAS II. LEE. 
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