E. H. HEATH..

GAME APPARATUS,
APPLIOATION FILED MAY 10, 1809,

054,627, Patented Apr. 12, 1910.

2 SHEETS—8HEET 1.

M

?5;

Inventor

Layard jfl flewip,

OH. Wodirare o | | o W



E. H. HEATH.
GAME APPARATUS.
APPLICATION FILED MAY 10, 1908,

054,627, Patented Apr. 12, 1910.

2 BHEETB—SHEET 2.

\s

b\

//

g 55 /% 53 52, /5 4 4
1y 4&54( U

NN’ 3 \\*’; Ak
K4

7

Jnventor

. _ Lapara (7ealse.

Taey .
/?% %\Mw% ’ %%

attof.nzw



10

15

30

35

40

45

50

55

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDWARD H. HEATH, OF HERINGTON, KANSAS.

GAME APPARATUS.

954,627.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Apr. 12, 1910.

Application filed May 10, 1909. Serial No. 494,973

To «ll whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, Epwarp H. Hears, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Herington, in the county of Dickinson, State
of Kansas, have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Game Apparatus;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to game apparatus
of the class wherein a game board 1s em-
ployed in connection with a plurality of
balls and an instrument for shooting the
balls to cause them to traverse the game
board, and has for one of its objects to im-
prove the construction and amuse and in-
struct the players and stimulate their skill
and interest.

With this and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
seribed and then specifically pointed out in
the claims, and in the drawings lustrative
of the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion. Figure 1 is a plan view of the im-
proved device. Tig. 21is a transverse section
of the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a diag-
onal section on the line 3-—3 of Fig. 1. Fig.
4 is a view of the ball “shooting™ imple-
ment partly in section.

The improved device comprises a board
or base 10, preferably square and provided
with a margin 11 entirely surrounding the
board and projecting above the general sur-
face of the same, as shown. The surface of
the board is provided with raised portions
19—13—14—15 generally resembling in form
a Maltese cross, the inner portions of the
members 12— 13—14—15 converging toward
the center of the board and formed with
segmental inner terminals 16—17—18-—19
defining a eentral circular portion 20, the
latter ~preferably sunken or depressed
slightly toward the center, as shown in Fig.
9. The members 12—13—14—15 are sep-
arated by diagonally arranged spaces 91—

999394 communicating at their inner
ends with the depressed circular space 20,

and with their inner terminals curving in-
wardly as indicated at 25—-26-—27 and 28.
The diagonal spaces are thus formed with

converging inner ends, to increase the difti-
culty of playing the game as hereafter cx-

plained. ~Located respectively within the

diagonal spaces are guide ribs 29-—30—31—
32, spaced from the sides of the spaces.

Formed within the members 12 —13- 14—
15 ave bail holding depressions 33--34—35
and 36, the latter designed to hold the sup-
ply of balls in convenicnt position for use of
cach of the players. A plurality of balls
ave provided, and represented at 37, and a
shooting implement or “cue’ device like-
wise provided and constructed as illustrated
in Fig. 4. This shooting implement com-
prises a tubular stock 33 having n longi-
{ndinal bore extending therethreueh to slid-
ably receive a rod 39 which forms the shoot-
ing member of the device. The stock B8 is
also provided with a longitudinal slot 40
having a lateral recess 41, and the rod 39 is
provided with a pin 42 adapted to enter one
of these recesses and support the rod in any
required position within the stock,  Securad
to the inner end of the stock is a tubular
lLandle member 43 into which the inner end
of the rod 39 projects. The rod 39 Is ar-
ranged to be spring-operated, so that 1t can
be foreibly thrust forward to the extent
equal to the range of the slot 40 and thns
produces the ¢shooting” effect upon the
balls. The spring element is preferably
formed from an ordinary rubber band con-
nected between the inner member of the
stock 38 and the inner member of the rod
39, as shown. The handle member 43 1s de-
tachable from the stock 38, so that the rub-
ber band spring may be readily renewel
when worn or impaired. By providing a
plurality of the notches 41 the pin 42 may
he set in any one of the notches, and thus
control the force of the “ drive ” imparted to
the ball. Thus if the ball is to be driven
with considerable force the rod 39 is moved
inwardly and the pin 42 connected into the
innermost notch, so as to set the rod at its
inner point, and thus enable it to exert its
greatest force upon the ball.

Any pumber of persons ay play the
gane, but generally two ot fonr persons will
play, and when the game is o be played all
of the balls except the “cue™ balls are de-
posited in the central depressed portion 20,
the depression of the central portion enus-
ing the balls to remain bunched at the center
of the board aswill beobvious. ¥ach player
is provided with a “cue” ball, and the first
player deposits bis cue Dall in one of the
guideways between the cuide rib and the

adjacent angular raised meiber and applies

60

<
Wt

=1

<t

90

100

110



10

b2
n

g2 954,627

the point of the “cue” or rod 39 to the ball
by releasing the pin from its noteh, thus
causing the spring to project the cue against
the ball and drive it into the central space
20, the curved inner terminals of the diago-
nal spaces causing the ball to be deflected
and strike oneof the bunched balls and drive
it out of the central depressed portion into
one of the diagonal portions.  The object of
the game is to strike the cue ball with just
suflicient force to pick off one of the bunched
balls at the center of the hoard and divect
it Into one of the diagonal spaces, and the
force with which the ball is struck by the
ciic controls this operation.  The requisite
force with which the cue ball is struck is thus
under the coutrol of the operator and the
skill with which the force of the impact of
the cue is controiled is aecquired only by
practice and skill, thus materially increas-
g the interest of the game.

Many rules may be adapted for control-
ling the game but generally the result de-
sired is to place the predetermined number
of the bunched balls in the circle and then
shooting them out as above described. Each
player shoots from an assigned corner of the
board until he misses a shot when the next
player shoots.  The player may shoot from
the center of the diagonal space, or at any
point along the side thereof as he may elect,
and when he knocks a ball from the central
space he is permitted to shoot again until
he misses. If the cue ball does not stay in
the central circular space the player looses
his turn. The player getting the majority,
or making the highest score wins the game.

The hoard may be of any required size or
of any required material, but will preferably
be of wood except the ribs 29—30—31—39
which may be of metal or the whole board
may be of papier-miché or similar com-
pound, and it is not desired therefore to
limit the board to any specifie material,

The border 11 will preferably be extend-

ed to project at equal distances from each.

side of the base or body portion of the board,
as shown, and the reverse side of the board
is employed to support another game if pre-
ferred, but this sccond game does not form
# portion of the present invention.

What is claimed is:—

LA game apparatus comprising a ree-
tangular board having a central depressed
portion, a plurality of recesses radiating
from the central portion and communicat-
me at their inner ends therewith, and guide
ribs spaced apart and located within said
recesses.

2. A game apparatus comprising a rec-
tangular board having an clevated margin
and with a central depressed portion, a plu-
rality of recesses extending radially between
the central portion and the clevated margin
and communicating at their inner ends with
the central portion, and guide ribs spaced
apart and located within said recesses.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD H. HEATH.

Witnesses:
F. D. GreweLy,
Roser. C. ScHILLING.
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