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Genus and Species of the plant claimed: Osteospermum 

ecklonis (DC) T. Norl. 
Variety denomination: 'Sunny Stephanie. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti 
Var of Osteospermum plant, botanically known as 
Osteospermum ecklonis (DC).T. Norl., commonly known by 
the name Cape Daisy and hereinafter referred to by the name 
Sunny Stephanie’. 
The new Osteospermum is a product of a planned breed 

ing program conducted by the Inventor, Bjarne N. Larsen, in 
Stige, Denmark. The new Osteospermum originated from a 
cross made in 1999 between Osteospermum ecklonis (DC) 
T. Norl. variety named 'Sunny Martha (unpatented) and 
Osteospermum ecklonis (DC).T. Norl. designated 2.223.98 
(unpatented). The Inventor selected the new Osteospermum 
cultivar from the progeny of the above crossing in 2002 on 
the basis of its inflorescence color and compact, freely 
branching habit. Plants of the new Osteospermum are 
upright, compact and have a unique color combination of 
upper and underSide of the rayflorets. 

ASexual reproduction of the new cultivar by terminal 
vegetative cuttings taken and propagated during trial pro 
duction batches in Stige, Denmark, has shown that the 
unique features of this new Osteospermum are stable and 
reproduced true to type in many Successive generations. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie' have not been 
observed under all possible environmental conditions. The 
phenotype may vary Somewhat with variations in environ 
ment Such as temperature, light intensity, day length, and 
fertility level without, however, any variance in genotype. 
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The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 

are determined to be the unique characteristics of 'Sunny 
Stephanie. These characteristics in combination distinguish 
Sunny Stephanie as a new and distinct cultivar: 

1. Purple ray floret color from RHS N78A with stripes of 
RHS N77B, purple, to RHS 59C, red-purple with 
stripes of RHS N57B, red-purple. 

2. Dense and bushy plant form, mainly due to more 
upright Stems. 

3. Moderately vigorous growth habit, less need for chemi 
cal growth retardation. 

4. High number of inflorescences per plant. 
Plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie' can be compared 

to plants of the parental cultivars 'Sunny Martha and 
2.223.98. Plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie differ 
from plants of the parental cultivars, “Sunny Martha and 
2.223.98, primarily in inflorescence color. 
Plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie' can be compared 

to plants of the Osteospermum ecklonis (DC) T. Norl. 
Cultivar 'Sunny Nathalie (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 13,358). In 
Side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in Stige 
Denmark, plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie and 
Sunny Nathalie differ in the following characteristics: 

1. Sunny Stephanie has Striking color combinations of 
purple to red-purple ray florets and dark purple disk 
florets with orange pollen. 

2. 'Sunny Stephanie has yellow-green-colored leaves 
while plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Nathalie' have 
darker green leaves. 

3. "Sunny Stephanie has shorter and sturdier peduncles 
than plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Nathalie’. 

4. Sunny Stephanie is shorter and more compact than the 
plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Nathalie’. 

5. Sunny Stephanie has more and larger inflorescences 
per plant than the plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Nath 
alie. 
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Plants of the cultivar 'Sunny Stephanie can be compared 
to plants of the Osteopermum ecklonis (DC).T. Norl. cultivar 
Sunny Ingrid (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 10.996). The following 
table shows a Side-by-Side comparison conducted by the 
Inventor in Stige, Denmark, between Sunny Stephanie and 
Sunny Ingrid. 

TABLE 1. 

Characteristic Sunny Stephanie Sunny Ingrid 

Plant Height 20 cm 40 cm 
Inflorescence Diameter 5 cm 6 cm 
Ray floret Color Purple, N78A to red- Purple, 80A 
(upper surface) purple 59C, with brownish 

purple stripes, N77B to 
N57B 

Peduncle Length 5 cm 14 cm 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the 
overall appearance of the new Osteospermum cultivar 
Sunny Stephanie showing the colors as true as is reason 
ably possible with colored reproductions of this type. Colors 
in the photographs may differ Slightly from the color values 
cited in the detailed botanical description which accurately 
describe the color of the new Osteospermum cultivar 'Sunny 
Stephanie. 

The first photograph comprises a side perspective view of 
a typical flowering plant of 'Sunny Stephanie as grown in 
an 11 cm pot. 
The Second photograph is a close-up of the young and 

older inflorescences of Sunny Stephanie. 
The third photograph is a top view of a typical flowering 

plant of 'Sunny Stephanie’. 
The fourth photograph shows the inflorescences and 

leaves of 'Sunny Stephanie (in the fourth photograph, 
Sunny Stephanie' is labelled by its breeder's reference no. 
50.037.00). 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 

In the following description, color references are made to 
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 4" edition, 
where general terms of ordinary dictionary Significance are 
used. Plants were grown under greenhouse conditions. The 
plants described were grown for about 20 weeks after 
cutting. 

Plant description: 
Form.-Perennial plant with upright plant habit; com 

posite head flowers, freely branching with lateral 
flowering branches forming at every node, dense and 
bushy. 

Crop time.- After rooting, about 18 weeks are required 
to produce finished flowering plants in 11 cm pots. 

Plant height (soil level to top of plant plane).-About 
20 cm. 

Plant width (diameter). Typical: 18 cm. Observed: 
17-20 cm. 

Vigor-Moderately vigorous growth rate. 
TIme to initiate roots. About 10 to 14 days at 18 to 
21 C. in tunnels in a greenhouse. 

Root description.-Fine, well branched. 
Foliage description.-Leaves alternate, Single, pinnate 

venation. Length: 4–7 cm. Width: About 30 mm. 

4 

Shape: Obovate. Apex: obtuse. Base: attenuate. Mar 
gin: broadly dentate. Texture: Smooth, glabrous, 
shiny. Scattered short, stiff hairs. Color: Young 
foliage, upper and lower surfaces: RHS 147B, 
yellow-green. Mature foliage, upper Surface RHS 
N147A; lower surface RHS 148A, yellow-green. 
Venation, RHS 148A. 

Inflorescence description: 
Inflorescence arrangement and Shape.- Tubular disk 

and ray florets in composite daisy heads, with 15 
parted involucre, inflorescence diameter: 4–6 cm; 
Sturdy peduncles. 

Natural flowering SeaSOn.-Continuous throughout the 
Spring and Summer. Season can be extended by 
Vernalization and long day treatments. 

Inflorescence longevity On the plant.-Longevity of 
individual inflorescences is highly dependent on 
temperature and light conditions 5 to 6 days. Inflo 
rescences persistent, ray florets folding and wither 
ing slowly. 

Inflorescence diameter:- About 5 cm. 
Inflorescence depth. Typical: 6 mm. Observed: com 

posite head 6 mm. 
Inflorescences.-Ray Florets: Typical number of ray 

florets per inflorescence: 17. Observed number of ray 
florets per inflorescence: 15-18. Length: Ray petals: 
About 27 mm. Width (diameter): About 8 mm. Ray 
floret apex: lanceolate, acute. Ray floret base: attenu 
ate. Ray floret margin: entire. Ray floret color: Upper 
surfaces, purple RHS N78A with stripes of purple, 
RHS N77B, to red-purple, RHS 59C with stripes of 
RHS N57B, red-purple. 

Disk florets. Typical number of disks florets per inflo 
rescence: 60. Observed number of disks florets per 
inflorescence: 50–70. Length: Disk florets: About 6 
mm. Width (diameter): About 3 mm. Disk floret 
Overall shape: tubular. Disk floret apex: attenuate. 
Disk floret base: fused. Disk floret margin: entire. 
Disk floret color: RHS79B, dark purple. 

Peduncle.-Strength: Moderately strong. Length: 
About 5 cm. Diameter: About 3 mm. Color: 144C 
yellow-green. 

Phyllary. Typical number of phyllaries: 15. Observed 
number of phyllaries: 12-16. Length: 6-12 mm. 
Width: 1-3. Overall shape: lanceolate. Apex shape: 
accuminate. Base shape: fused. Margin: entire. 
Color: Upper surface: RHS 137D, green; lower 
surface: RHS 137D, green. 

Reproductive organs: 
Androecium.-Location: disc florets only.Anthers: Lin 

ear fused, stamen color RHS 202A, black. Pollen: 
RHS 26A, Orange. 

Gynoecium.-Location of gynoecium: ray and disc 
florets. Pistil and stigma: Typical pistill number: 1. 
Observed pistill number: 1. Stigma color: RHS 16C, 
yellow-orange. Seed: Length: About 1 mm. Diam 
eter: About 0.3 mm. 

Disease/pest resistance: Good. 
Disease/pest Susceptibility: Low. 
Weather tolerance: Plants of the new Osteospermum have 

exhibited good tolerance to draught, rain and wind, tem 
perature down to -1° C. (30 F). 
I claim: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Osteospermum plant 

named 'Sunny Stephanie, as illustrated and described 
herein. 
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