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This invention relates to a keeper being divi 

Sional Subject matter of my U. S. Letters Patent, 
granted June 23, 1942, and numbered 2,287,710. 
The primary object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a keeper which will permit a latch of a 
closure, such as a gate, door or the like to re 
Strain the opening of the closure until said latch 
is manually actuated and to permit the latching 
element of the latch to freely assume positions 
coactive with the keeper in securing the closure 
on the latter moving into closing position from 
opposite directions without manual actuation of 
the latch or its latching element. 
Another object of this invention is the provi 

sion of a durable, and economically constructed 
keeper easily installed and adaptable to its 
mounting and the latch of the closure employed 
in conjunction therewith. 
With these and other objects in view as will 

become more apparent as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention consists in certain novel 
features of construction, combination and ar 
rangement of parts as Will be hereinafter more 
fully described and claimed. 

For a complete understanding of my invention, 
reference is to be had to the following descrip 
tion and accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary side elevation illus-, 
trating a keeper constructed in accordance with 
the present invention and showing its association 
with a latch of a closure. 

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 
2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view illustrating the 
keeper. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the numeral 
5 indicates a fragmentary portion of a closure, 
which in this instance is a gate mounted to swing 
in opposite directions on a vertical or perpendic 
ular axis. The closure 5 has associated therewith 
a latch 6 forming the Subject matter of the co 
pending application heretofore identified and the 
latch element 7 thereof is operable manually 
through the manipulation of hand levers 8 from 
either side of the closure 5. 
As shown in the official drawing the closure 5 

is provided with a restraining post 9 on which is 
mountable the keeper 0 forming the subject 
matter of the present invention. The purpose of 
the keeper () is to restrain the opening of the 
closure 5 until the latch element 7 has been man 
ually operated into a position of disengagement 
from the keeper. Also the purpose of the keeper 
0 is to permit closing of the closure 5 without 
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the actuation of the latch element manually, 55 

that is, the keeper when engaged by the latch 
element on the movement of the closure into clos 
ing position, automatically receives the latch ele 
ment in such a way that the latch element cannot 
become free until manually actuated. 
The keeper O consists primarily of journaled 

restraining elements f l and a mounting bracket 
2. The bracket 2 is of L shape providing a 

horizontal portion 3 and a depending attach 
ing portion 4 provided with slots 5 to receive 
screws or like fasteners 6 for adjustably Secur 
ing the bracket on the post 9. 

Opposite edges of the horizontal portion of the 
bracket 2 are bent or rolled to form journals f' 
and stops f6' located at one end of the journals. 
The restraining element includes normally 

depending portions 7 and horizontal portions 8 
arranged at right angles thereto and rotatably 
received by the journals 5' and angularly dis 
posed extensions 9 normally resting upon the 
top face of the horizontal portion of the bracket 
and in opposed relation. The restraining ele 
ments are preferably constructed of cylindrical 
stock and the portions 7 thereof are preferably 
formed by bending the stock back upon itself to 
provide rigidity and wearing quality to the por 
tions f. The extensions 9 are free to SWing up 
Wardly for a limited distance which will permit 
the portions 7 to Swing in Wardly and upwardly 
with respect to each other so that the latch ele 
ment 7 may enter a position between the depend 
ing portions 7 of the restraining elements when 
the closure is moved into closing position from 
opposite directions. The limiting of the upward 
SWinging movement of the extensions 9 by the 
stops 6' is for the purpose of preventing the por 
tions from Swinging upwardly beyond the top 
face of the portion 3 of the bracket. Also, the 
purpose of the extensions 9 is to prevent the 
depending portions fit from Swinging away from 
each other. Consequently with the latch element 
therebetween, the closure will be prevented from 
Swinging into open position in either direction 
until Such time that the latch element has been 
manually moved out of engagement of the por 
tions of the restraining elements . 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing it will 
be seen that a very efficient, durable and eco 
nomical keeper has been provided for a latch of a 
Swinging closure and one that may be easily 
mounted and adjusted to operate properly in the 
automatic receiving of the latch element when 
the closure is moved into closing position. 
While I have shown and described the pre 
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ferred embodiment of my invention it will be un 
derstood that minor changes in construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts may be 
made without departing from the Spirit and Scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
Having thus described the invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. In a latch keeper, a substantially L shaped 

bracket including vertical and horizontal por 
tions and said vertical portion having slots to 
receive fasteners for the mounting of said 
bracket, journals on the horizontal portion of 
the bracket, restraining elements received by said 
journals and including spaced normally depend 
ing portions, extensions normally engageable with 
the horizontal portion to prevent the Swinging 
of the depending portions each in one direction, 
and stops on the horizontal portion of the bracket 
to be engaged by the extensions to limit the 
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Swinging movement of each depending portion in 20 
an opposite direction. 
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2. In a latch keeper, a bracket including a 

horizontal portion and a vertical attaching por 
tion having fastener-receiving slots, said hori 
Zontal portion having opposite edges thereof 
shaped to form journals and stops at One end of 
said journals, and restraining elements rotatably 
mounted in said journals and including right 
angularly disposed end portions, one end portion 
of each restraining element normally assuming a 
depending position in advance of the free end 
edge of the horizontal portion of the bracket and 
the other end portion normally lying flatly 
against the top face of the horizontal portion and 
movable to engage one of the stops to limit the 
upward Swinging movement of the normally de 
pending portions of the restraining elements past 
the horizontal portion of said bracket. 

ROBERT L. SAYLES. 


