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To all u?. On it way coice, 7. 
Be it known that I, HELEN A. STARKEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Sioux 
Falls, in the county of Minnehaha and Terri 
tory of Dakota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Lap-Desks; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
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it appertains to make and use the same. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

convenient writing-desk for travelers use, the 
same being provided with pockets and recep 
tacles for stationery, postage, &c., and adapted 
to protect the contents from dust, cinders, and 
external interference generally. To this end 
I make use of a stiff base or Writing board, 
which may be in the lap, and the middle part 
of which is adapted to be written on, the face 
of this board on each side of this central part 
being provided with pockets for stationery, 
and the ends of the board having flaps at 
tached to them in which additional pockets 
are formed, the said flaps folding over, so as 
to protect the contents of the pockets in the 
board, and also of the pockets in themselves. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a perspective view of my lap-desk 
with the flaps open; and Fig. 2 represents a 
a plan view, the flaps being closel. 
A designates the base or lap board, which 

may be of light wood or any other stiff mate 
rial not too heavy, and is covered with felt or 
other fabric. The middle part of the face of 
this lap-board, except a space at the top, is oc 
cupied by a tablet, Cl, of blotting-paper, which 
is removably held in place by corner-pieces 
a', of flexible material, fastened to said board. 
To the covering of said lap-board an inkstand, 
B, is secured above the right upper corner of 
said blotting-tablet a, and a pen-wiper, C, is 
attached likewise above the left-hand corner. 
In the interval between them and above the 
central part of tablet Cl, raised loops loc, formed 
with said covering of the board, may serve to 
hold a paper-cutter and pen-holder or other. 
useful articles of convenient size and form. 
To the right of the tablet the face of the 

lap-board is provided with pockets D E, 
formed in its covering to hold stationery, and 
the corresponding part of the face at the other 

| end of said board is provided with similar 
pockets, F G. Above the pockets D E is a 
calendar-frame, H. Above the pockets F. G. is a broader pocket, I, for postal-cards, having 
two small pockets, i, for postage-stamps on 
its face. A pencil-holding loop, J, is located 
between the pockets FG and the tableta. Of 
course this and the other loops, pockets, and 
attached parts herein mentioned may be 
shifted as to position and new ones may be 
added wherever convenient; but the station 
ery-holding pockets must be so located as to 
be protected from dust and cinders by the 
flaps, to be described. These are two in num 
ber, (marked KIL on the drawings.) and are pro 
vided with pockets k lis' ll', which have their 
mouths inward when said flaps are thrown 
back and extend at right angles to the pock 
ets, before described. The material of these 
flaps is preferably felt, though any soft tex 
tile fabric would do. Their inner edges are 
attached to the felt covering of the board A, 
or they may be in one piece there with. Their 
pockets are used for holding stationery, pho 
tographs, or small flat articles of any conven 
ient kind. When access to these is desired, 
the flaps are turned back, as in Fig. 1, and 
this is done also to allow access to the coll 
tents of the pockets on the face of the lap 
board A. When the paper or other articles 
needed have been withdrawn, the flaps IS L 
may be turned over onto the face of saidlap 
board, as shown in Fig. 2, and thereby all the 
pockets and their contents will be protected 
from dust, cinders, and accident, although the 
tablet C will be left uncovered as a base or 
lap-desk for writing. Thus the traveler is en 
abled to write in the cars, with all his station 
ery within a few inches of his hand, yet ex 
posed to no risk of soiling the paper not act 
ually in use. 
The pockets in the flaps enable the latter to 

subserve two uses, each being a receptacle as 
well as a protector, so that the quantity of 
paper and other flat articles which may be 
carried and kept in this lap-desk is greatly 
increased thereby. When the flaps are folded, 
the lap-desk occupies very little space and 
may be conveniently packed in the bottom of 
a trunk or carried by hand, or put up a num 
her together for storage or shipment. 
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Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A lap-desk having a base of stiff nate 
rial, provided with a central space for writing 
and pockets at the sides thereof for holding 
paper and similar articles, in combination 
With flaps attached to the ends of said base 
and adapted to be folded over said pockets to 
protect them, leaving said central space un 
covered, substantially as set forth. 

2. In combination with a stiff base or lap 
board having a pocket on its face, and also a 
part for Writing on which remains uncovered 
a flap, also provided with a pocket and at 
tached to said board, in order that when folded 
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on the face of the latter both of these pockets 
may be protected, as described. 

3. A lap-board having flaps attached to its 
ends and provided on the inside with pockets, 
said lap-board having pockets on its face near 
its ends, and a central Writing space or tab 
let, which is left uncovered when said flaps 
are folded over to protect the pockets, as set 
forth. 

In testimony whereof IaffiX my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

IIELEN A. STARKEY. 
Witnesses: 

D. R. BAILEY, 
PARK DAVIS. 
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