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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW TOMLINSON, &
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Penfield, in the county of Champaign
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Wagon-
Tongue Supports; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention,such aswill enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
toletters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relafes to improvements in
wagon tonguesupports; and it consists in the
construction and combination of the parts,
as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claim.

The object of the invention is to provide a
tongue support which will be simple and in-
expensive In construction, and which when
not in use will lie along the underside of the
tongue, and which is adapted to be swung
down tosupport the tongue in proper position,

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view showing a wagon tongue sup-
port attached to the under side of the tongue.
Tig. 2 is a side elevation showing the device
lowered to support the tonguein a raised po-
sition.

A designates the hounds, to which the rear
end of the wagon tongue is pivoted by a bolt a.

B designates the tongue, and C the whiffle-
tree, the whiffletree being pivoted to the
tongue by a bolt ¢, which passes through the
tongue and through the plate D to securely
hold the same in position. The plate D is
furthersecured to the underside of thetongue
by a screw or bolt d. To this plateis hinged
an arm E, the outer end of which is provided
with transverse serrated face on one side as
shown.

F designates an extension bar, which is also
provided with a serrated face and with a lon-
gitudinal slot f through which passes the
threaded end of a bolt e passed through an
aperture in the arm E, and upon this bolt is
placed a thumb-nut which bears npon the ex-

tension bar and is adapted to bring the ser-
rated faces of the arm and extension bar in
contact. This extension bar is preferably
rounded at its lower end and is adapted to
engage with a spring clip G which is attached
to the underside of the tongue and isadapted
to hold the tongue support parallel with the
tongue when it is not in use.

When it is desired to support the tongue
the support is released from the spring clip
and will autowmatically fall to a vertical posi-
tion, and when in this position will hold the
tongue raised instead of permitting the end
to bear upon the ground.

It will be noted that by this construction
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the wagon tongue support is located on the

tongue in advance of the pivot which secures
the tongue to the hounds of the wagon, and
by providing the extension bar the wagon
tongue support can be lengthened or short-
ened to hold the tongue either in a horizontal
position or in an upwardly inclined position.

I am aware that prior to my invention it
has been proposed to provide a wagon tongue
with a hinged support or prgp carried by the
forward end of the tongue and adapted when
released from a spring catch to support the
tongue'in 4 horizontal position, and I do not
claim such construction broadly as myinven-
tion; but

‘What I do claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

In combination with a wagon tongue, a sup-
port therefor comprising a plate which is se-
cured to the underside of the tongue by the
same bolt which secures the whiffletree there-
to, an arm E having a serrated face, and an
extension bar F also provided with a serrated
face and a longitudinal slot through which a

.connecting bolt passes, together with a spring

clip attached to the underside of the tongue,
substantially as shown, and for the purpose
set forth. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

ANDREW TOMLINSON.

Witnesses:
H. C. BEAR,
JOHN MANTLE,
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