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The present invention relates to ornamental devices for
wall adornment and having the additional useful purpose
of storing and displaying a sword or saber when it is not
otherwise in use.

Such devices are particularly desirable for officers of
various military organizations, lodges, societies and the
like where the officer must at times wear a sword in a
scabbard but for day to day usage is not required to carry
it. The present device holds or stores it conveniently
out of the way, displays it as well as the insignia of the
organization in a highly ornamental form suitable for
mounting on walls, over mantles, fireplaces or the like
and may also mount a plate displaying the name and rank
of the officer for identification purposes.

It is therefore a general object of the present invention
to provide a novel ornamental plaque sword holder of the
type described.

More particularly it is -an object of the invention to
provide an ornamental sword holder in the form of a
shield of more or less conventionalized size and shape,
preferably formed of highly polished wood or some simi-
lar satisfactorily appearing material, mounting on its
face the insignia of the organization of which the owner
of the sword is an active or a retired member and hav-
ing in its rear face a channel for receiving the scabbard
of the sword, which is the badge of the owner’s office or
rank, and holding it at an angle across the shield thereby
it is neatly stored and displayed and yet ready for use
when desired. :

An important object of the invention is to provide an
ornamental plaque or shield having mounted on its front
face an organizational insignia presented in bas-relief
and covering a substantial area of the plaque along with,
if desired, a name plate and provided on its rear face
with a diagonally disposed slot or groove sized to con-
veniently receive the intermediate section of the scabbard
of a sword and having means for securing it in position
whereby when the plaque is hung the lower and grip
sections of the sword and scabbard project beyond the
sides of the plaque for display along with the latter.

Other and further features and objects of the inven-
tion will be more apparent to those skilled in the art
upon a consideration of the accompanying drawing and
following specification wherein is disclosed a single ex-
emplary embodiment of the invention with the understand-
ing that such changes may be made both in appearance
and functional features as fall within the scope of the
appended claims without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

FIGURE 1 is a rear elevation of an ornamental plaque
sword holder showing means for mounting the sword and
supporting the plaque from a wall;

FIGURE 2 is a front elevation of the same, showing
the ornamental features; and

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on
line 3—3 of FIGURE 1.

Officers of military, honorary and fraternal organiza-
tions are required to possess swords indicative of rank
when necessary on drill or the like, dress parades, and so
on, and yet such weapons in peace times are but seldom
required and are stored for considerable periods between
uses. Storage at times is somewhat of a problem, par-
ticularly in cramped quarters where the sword in its scab-
bard must either be stored in a corner where it may fall
or interfere with furniture or be hung from one of a
meager number of hooks which should be available for
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other purposes. It may sometimes be put away too care-
fully and, thus, become the object of a hurried search
when it is needed. The present invention provides a
convenient manner for storing and displaying the sword
and the emblem of the organization to which the owner
belongs holding it against the wall, out of the way
and not occupying any otherwise valuable storage space
while presenting an ornamental and colorful plaque indica-
tive of the owner’s affiliation.

Referring now to the drawing, and first to FIGURE 2,
there is shown at 10 a plaque of any desired configuration
and material, but as preferred is manufactured from a
high-grade, suvitably-grained, cabinet wood such as wal-
nut, mahogany or the like to provide the proper orna-
mental effect and is formed to a more or less convention-
al shield shape such as often forms the field for many
heraldic devices. The edge is suitably chamfered as illus-
trated at 11 in keeping with the ornamental appearance of
the device and prominently displayed in the center is a
large bas-helief ornament 12 which comprises the insignia
of an organization to which the owner belongs or is other-
wise associated. The one illustrated is that of the United
States Marine Corps cast in bronze or other suitable
metal and polished and highlighted in accordance with
the intent of its designer. Obviously, the insignia may be
that of the Army, Navy or the Air Corps of any country,
or any of the various devices representing fraternal organ-
izations, honorary societies and the like whose officers
and/or members are equipped with swords for use on
state occasions or in the normal carrying out of their
duty. As seen in the drawing, in FIGURE 1 appropriate
hanging eyes 14 are provided on the rear face of the
plaque near its upper corners whereby it may be supported
from a pair of hooks secured in a wall, a panel or other
suitable display surface whereby the whole device may
be hung out of the way and yet form an ornament to
room or office.

Mounted below the insignia, which occupies a large
portion of the area of the plague or shield, may be pro-
vided a plate 15 on which the owner’s name and rank may
be engraved.

In order to store the owner’s sword and at the same
time put it on display means are provided in the rear face
of the shield 16 for holding the sword which is mounted
in its scabbard so that the grip 16 and guard 17 are dis-
played to the upper right, preferably with the guard down
as illustrated and the lower end or tip of the scabbard
18 presented pointing downwardly near the lower left
side.

Such mounting of the sword and its scabbard is con-
veniently done by constructing the shield or plaque 10 of
sufficient thickness to receive a groove or channel 19 in
the back face thereof without cutting through the front
face, except at the chamfers as seen at 20 and 21. The
groove is of appropriate depth and width to loosely re-
ceive the scabbard and the latter may be secured therein
in any convenient manner. As shown, there is an up-
wardly projecting lateral cavity 22 extending from the
upper side of the groove 19 near the upper corner and
this is fitted with a hook 23 over which one of the rings
24, mounted on the upper edge of the scabbard, may
be passed to hang the scabbard in position. If, as in the
case of most swords, the scabbard is fitted with two such
rings for attaching to straps depending from the wearer’s
belt, one such ring may be provided at a position beyond
the plaque edge, as shown, so as to make the device more
universal, and for accommodating scabbards having only
the lower ring, a felt covered turn button 25 may be
provided on a pivot 26 fixed at one side of the groove
so that the buiton may be turned over the groove to
hold the lower portion of the scabbard in position therein.
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Such a turn button may be a relatively thin plate of metal,
as seen in FIGURE 3, so as not to protrude substantially
beyond the flat back surface of the shield.

By mounting means just disclosed the sword in its
scabbard may be quickly secured in position in the groove
on the plaque with its guard and lower ends protruding
for display and adding materially to the ornamental char-
acteristics of the plaque and insignia.

Various modifications suggest themselves as regards the
shape and material of the plaque or shield and for the
ornament. - For cheaper devices, instead of making the
ornament of cast bronze, it could be combined with the
shield or plaque and molded from plastic material with
the groove for the sword formed during the molding
operation. Various types of plastics suggest themselves
and the surface ornamentation thereof may be varied to
suit the wishes of the owner. Clearly, plastics having
wood coloring may be used for the background and metal
coloring for the ornamentation.

Having disclosed the invention, what is claimed as new
and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is:

1, A sword holder plaque adapted to be hung on a
wall or the like and comprising a generally flat ‘base of
conventionalized shield configuration, ornamental means
in bas-relief on the front face of said shield and com-
prising the insignia of an organization some of whose
members -on occasions wear swords in scabbards, said
base being thicker than the narrower dimension of said
scabbard and being provided in its rear face with a groove
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of a depth to accommodate said dimension and of a
width to loosely receive the wider dimension of the scab-
bard, said groove extending diagonally across said rear
face to receive the scabbard and being of substantially
less length than the latter, and means to hold the scab-
bard and its sword in said groove for displaying their
extending ends with the plaque.

2. A sword holder plaque for wall display including a
base of shield configuration of less width than the length
of the sword scabbard and thicker than its narrower di-
mension, a cast ornament in bas-relief on the front face
of said shield comprising the insignia of an organization
some . of whose members on occasion wear swords in

- scabbards, each having at least one supporting ring along
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its upper edge, said shield having a groove sized in cross-
section to easily receive the intermediate portion of the
scabbard and extending diagonally across the back thereof
whereby the shield may be hung substantially fiat against
a wall, means on the back of said shield to hang the
same and a hook in an offset to the said groove to receive
said ring. .

3. The sword holder plaque as defined in claim 2 in
which said hook is near the upper end of said groove and
means near the opposite end of the groove for movement
thereover to hold the scabbard therein.
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