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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Aug. 25, 1808.

Application filed Tecerzber 30, 1907. Seriel No. 408,680,

To all awhowm it men coneern: .

Be it known that I Hexey L. Haskerr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
the ety of factington, county of Masen,
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and usefv! Bnprovenents in Folding Pables,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvenients in
folding tables. v

The wain objects of this invention are:—
First, to l)l'll\_'il{(' an improved folding table
which is very light in weight, and, ar the
some time, one which possesses aread strength
and ix very rigid when erected. Second, to
provide an improvaed folding table which i
very rigid, and, at the same time, s a very
thin top; such as wood veneer, or the like.
Third, to provide an improved folding table
embodying these advantazes whieh i very
eeonoieal to produee. »

Further ahjects, and objeets relating to
struetural details, will definttely appear from
the detailed doseription 1o follow.

I accomplish the objects ol my invention
by the deviees and means deseribed in the
following speeification.

The nvention is elearly defined and point-
el out in the claims .

A structure embodying the features of my
invention is elearly ilhustrated in the aceom-
panying drawing,
spectficat ion, in which, — .

Figure 1 is an imverted view of my -
proved table in its folded or collapsed posi-
tion, the table illustrated being a syuarve top
table, a round top heing inddieated by dotted
lines,  Fig. 2 is a detnl eross section, taken
on » line corresponding to dine 22 of Fig. 1
the table being in extended or upright posi-
tion.  Fig 3 is.a eross seetion, taken on a
fine corresponding 1o line 3 -3 of Fiz. 1, one
of the leos being indieated in-its extended
Fig. 4 s an on-
arged detail, taken on a {ine corpespending
tuline 1. 4 of Fig 1, showing the suppoitig
!)i\'ui fur ene of the legs. Figo B an en-

forming o purt of this |

areedd detail, taken on a line corresponding |

4o ine - 5 of Fig. 2, showing defails of the
leg braces, o ’
. n the drawing the seetional views are
tuken looking in the divection of the little
nrrows at the ends of the section Hines, and

“wimilar reference nnmerads refer (o suntiar

o
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parts throughout the severd views. :
Referring to the draning. the top 1 of the
table is prefernbiy in the form of a thin panel,

_the cross-pleces and t

and when. the' parts are arranged as 1 have
ilustrated and deseribed, inay be satisfae-
torily forted of a comparatively thin ma-
terial mel the table still pos:
strength.  The top Lissupported by a frame
or bed, comprising « o7 2 male continuous,
which, when adapted to a round table, 18
preferably arranged at the edge, as s indi-
eated by dotied lines in Fig. 1, and as ilus-
trated 1 my application for Letters Patent
{iled Muy 20, 1006, Serial Ne. 331,325,

" The evoss-pieces- 3 and 4 are arranged
actoss each other, the cress-piece 4 being
mortised to receive the crosspiece 3, so that
their upper edges lie in the saje plane as the
apper edge of the rim and contact with the
table top, supporting the same throughout.
The ends of the cross-pieces 3 and 4 are se-
curcd to the rim, the eross-pieces 3 and 4
heing preferably secured to each other at the
point of erossmy. :

As the connections for the parts, such as
dowels, nails, o brads and glue, will be
rendily vnderstood, T have not Bitustratea
the sume in the drawing.

Each cross-piece is provided with a pir

of auxiliary members 5. one member beinyg
arranged on each side of the cross-pieces, as
cleariy appears from Figzo 1. These auxil-
iary members are arranged in spaced relu-
tion 1o the cross-pieces, and are secured at
their ends to the rim and to the other ¢ross-
piece.
members are further conuected by brace-
sieces 6, which conneet the nuxiliary mem-
{wm of one cross-pieee to the other cross
siece. These auxiliary members and the
{)mvvs are arranged in contact with the table
top to further strengthen anil support the
sume. - ‘

The legs 7 are arranged in pairs to fold
oppositely, and are ‘»ivniaﬁy connected to

weir auxiliary members
by menns of the pivots 8. When folded, the
Joes are adapted to lie slongside of the cross-
pieees, one }mir folding over the cross-piece 3
alongside of ihe cross-piece 4, and the other
folding over these legs and the cross-piece 4
atongside of the eross-piece 3. )

The pivots 8 are preferably arranged so
that, w*wn the legs are folded, tley lie sub-
stantially in )})uralYel planes with the table top

Cand within the ria, as clearly appears from

- Fig. 3 of the drawing.

+

The center portions
of the cross-picces and their suxiliary mem-
bers are preferably cut away to allow the lega
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The ('l'nss-lpi(‘.('vs and the auxiliary
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{0 fold into the rim. The legs are held in a

10

i5

spaced telation from the cross-pieces by
means of the blocks 9, which are arranged
on the pivots. These blocks are preferably
in the form of spools, one end extending into
the auxiliary members somewhat like a bush-
ing. This holds them securely in place and

revents their becoming split, the spacing

locks being preferably formed of wood.
The legs are held in their erected pesition by
folding braces preferably consisting of the
links 10 and 11, which are connected to each
other by a pivot 12, and are pivoted to the
legs-and the cross-pieces.

When the legs are folded, the -braces are
adapied to fold down between the cross-
pieces and the legs, as clearly appears from
the drawing, the spacing blocks 9 being of suf-

. ficient size to provide the desired space.
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To prevent the collapsing of a brace when
extended, I provide a lug 13 on the member
10, adapted to engage the link 11, as illus-
trateq in Fig. 5. : _

By arranging the parts as I haveTitustrated
and described, I secure a table which is very
compact and at the same time one in which
the lugs are of the desired length. The strue-
ture is attractive in appearance, and is very
strong and durable. 'gﬁe top is so supported
that. it may be made of thin material, and at
the same time is held so that it is not likely to
be brokeu or become warped. It is obvious
that this is a very great advantage, as a top
of high-grade wood may be furnished at a
comparatively slight cost. _

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising a rim; a pair of tross-piecesarranged
across each other and secured at their ends to
said rim, said cross-pieces being mortised to-
gether so that their upper edges and the up-
per edge of the rim contact with the table
top; a pair of auxiliary members for each of
said cross-pieces arranged in a spaced rels-
tion thereto and on opposite sides thereof
and secured at their ends fo said rim and to
the other cross-plece; brace-pieces connect-
ing said cross pieees to the auxiliary members
of the other cross-piece, the upper edges of
said auxiliary mem{mrs and said braces being
in contact with the table top; legs arranged
between the cross-pieces and saud auxilisry
members thereof; pivots therefor mounted
ou said cross-pieces and said suxiliary men-
Ders, said lexs being arranged in pairs to fold
oppositely, a leg of each pair heing arranged
on each side of one of th cross-pieces and
adapted to fold alongside thereof, the central
portions of said cross-pieces and said auxil-
12Ty members being cut away to reccive said
legs, said pivots being arranged so that the
legs when folded lie in planes substantially

896,807

{)arallel with the table top; and suitable
D

races for locking said legs in their extended

position.

2. In'a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising & rim; a pair of cross-pieces arranged
across each othor and.secured at their ends
to said rim, said cross-pieces being. mortised
together so that their upper edges and the
upper edge of the rim contact with the table
top; a pair of auxiliary members for each of
said cross-pieces arranged in a spaced rela-
tion theseto and on opposite sides thereof
and secured at their ends to said rim and to
the other cross-piece; legs arranged between
the cross-pieces and said auxiliary members

‘thereof; pivots therefor mounted c.a said

cross-pieces and said auxiliary members, said
legs being arranged in pairs to fold oppo-
sitely, a leg of each pair being arr:m;z,c{l) on
each side of one of the cross-pieces and adapt-
ed to fold alongside thereof, the central por-
tions of said cross-pieces and said auxilinry
members heing cut away to receive said legs,
said pivots being arranged so that the legs
when folded lie in planes substantially par-
allel with the table top; and suitabic braces
for locking said legs in their extended posi-
tion. ‘

3. In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed thercfor, com-
prising a rim; & pair of cross-pieces arranged
across each other and secured at their ends
to said rim, said cross-pieces being mortised
together so that their upper edges and the
upper edge of the rim contact with the table
top; a pair of auxiliary members for each of
said cross-pieces arrangea in a cpaced rela-
tion thereto and on oppesite sides thereof
and secured at their ends to said rim and to
the other cross-picee; brace-pieces connect-
ing said cross-pieces to the auxiliary mem-
bers of the other cross-picce, the upper edges
of said auxiliary members and said braces be-
ing in contact with the table top; legs ar-
ranged between the cross-picces and said
auxiliary members thereof; pivots therefor
mounted on said cross-pieces and said auxil-
iaty members, said legs being arranged in
pairs to fold oppositely, & leg of each pair be-
g arranged on each side of one of the cross-

jeces; and suitable braces for locking said
egy in their extended position. '

4, In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising a Tim; a pair of cross-picees arranged
geross eich other and secured at their ends
to suidd Tiny, suid cross-picees being mortised
together so that their upper edges and the
upper edge of the rim contact with the table
top; a pair of auxiliary menthers for cach of
said cross-pieces arranged in a spaced relu-
tion thereto and on oppusite sides thereof
and secured at their ends to said rim and to
the other cross-piece; legs arranged between
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the cross-pieces and said auxiliary members
therenf; pivots therefor mounted on said
cross-pieces anil said auxiliary members, said

Tegs being arranged in pairs to fold oppo-
sitely, a leg of each pair being arranged on

each side of one of the cross-pieces; and suit-
able braces for locking said legs in. their ex-
tended position.

“5. In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising a rim: a pair of cross-pieces arranged
across each other and secured at their ends
to said rim; s pair of auxiliary members for
each of said  ecross-pieces arranged in a
spaced relation thereto; brace-picces con-
necting said cross-pieces to the auxiliary
menibers of the other cross-piece; legs ar-
ranged between the eross-picces and said
auxilizry members thereof; pivots therefor
mounted on sail cross-pieces and-said aux-
iliary members, said legs being arranged in
pairs to fokd oppositely, a leg of each pair
being arranged on each side of one of the

cross-pieces und adupted to fold alongside
thereof, the central portions of said eross-
pieces and said auxiliary members being cut
away to receive said legs, said pivots being
arranged so that the legs when folded lie in
planes substantialiy parallel with the table
top: and suitable braces for locking sairt legs
in their extended position.

6. In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising a rin: a pair of cross-pieces arranged
across each other and secured at their ends
to said rim; a pair of suxilizsry members for
each of said cross-picces arranged in a spaced
relation thereto; legs arranged between the
cross-pieces and said auxiliary members
thereof: pivots therefor mounted on said
cross-pieces and said auxiliary members, said
legs being arranged in pairs to fold oppositely,
a leg of each pair being arrungecf on each
side of one of the cross-pieces and adapted
to fold alongside thereof, the central por-
tions of said eross-pieces and said auxilbary
members being eut away to receive said legs,
said pivets being arranged so that the legs
when folded lie in planes substantially paral-
lel with the table top; and suitable braces for
lockir z said legs in their extended position.

7. In z iable, the combination with a top, ;.

of a suppurting frame or bed therefor, com-

prising a rim; a pair of cross-pieces arranged
across each other and secured at their ends
to said rim; a pair of auxiliary members for
each of said cross-pieces arranged in a spaced
relation thereto; brace-pieces connecting
said cross-pieces to the auxiliary members
of tlie other cross-piece; legs arranged be-
tween the cross-picees and said auxiliary
members thereof; pivots therefor mounted
on said eross-pieces and said auxiliary mem-
bers, said legs being arranged in pairs to fold
oppositely, a leg of each pair being arranged
on each side of one of the cross-pieces; and
suitable braces for locking said legs in their
extended position. ’

S. In a table, the combination with a top,
of a supporting frame or bed therefor, com-
prising & rim; a pair of cross-pieces arranged
across cach other and secured st their ends
to said ring a pair of auxiliary members for
cach of said cross-pieces arranged in a spaced
relation tlereto; legs arranged between she
cross-pieces and said auxiliary memrbers
thereof; pivots therefor mounted cu said
cross-pieces and said auxiliary members,
said legs being arranged in pairs to fold op-
positely, a leg of each pair being arranged on
cach side of one of the cross-pieces; and suit-
able braces for locking said legs in their ex-
tended position.
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9. In a table, the combination with a top,

of a supporting frame or bed therefor com-
prising a pair of cross-pieces; a pair of aux-

- iliary members for each of said cross-pieces

arranged in a spaced relation thereto; legs
arranged between said cross-pieces and aux-
iliary members; pivots for said legs mounted
on said cross-pieces and said auxiliary mem-
bers; spacing blocks on said pivots for hold-
ing said legs in a spaced relation to said
cross-pieces; and braces formed of two mem-
bers, pivoted to each other and to said legs
and said cross-pieces, said braces bein
adapted to fold between the legs and sai§
cross pieces when the legs are collapsed.

In witness whereof, [ have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two wit-
nesses. o

o HENRY L. HASKELL. [1. 8.]
Witnesses:

“W. 1. Hamnoxp,

J. L. McIxTosm -
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