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My inveration relates-generally to fastening der 
vices and more particularly to a clanaping device 
which is adapted for use in retaining, the went 
opening of a stuffed fowl closed during cooking 
of the fowl. 
various means have been employed for main 

taining the vent opening of a stuffed fowl closed 
during roasting of the fowl, the most common 
expedient being to sew the adjacent portions or 
flaps at the sides of the opening together. 
is well known that this method of closing the 
opening consumes considerable time and the 
twine used for the sewing is apt to pull out of the 
flesh. To overcome this difficulty various fas 
tening means have been proposed for holding the 15 
edges or flaps of the vent opening together dur 
ing the cooking of the fowl to retain the stuffing 
therein. While such prior devices have been used 
with some degree of success, it has been found 
that they have certain undesirable:features. For 20 
example, it has been determined that when the 
fastening devices are composed of pivoted or 
articulated parts which are permanently con 
nected, fats, stuffing, flesh or other material is 
apt to gather and congeal in minute, Spaces be- 25 
tween the relatively movable parts of the devices, 
thus making it extremely difficult to thoroughly 
clean the device. For this reason, such devices 
are subject to contamination and thus are con 
sidered unsanitary. Moreover, it has been gas- 30 
certained that such devices are not positivein're 
taining the went opening closed for the reason 
that the means for holding the parts of the ide 
vices in closed relationship are ineffectual and 
are readily released. 35 

It is an important object of 3my invention to 
overcome the deficiencies:of such prior devices by 
providing an improved device for 'cianping the 
sides or flaps of the vent opening in abutting 
relationship so as to close the opening and re- 40 
tain theistuffing within the fowl being roasted, 
the device comprising a pair of clamping jaws 
pivoted together and teach having points or 
prongs adapted to pierce the flesh of the fowl 
and to draw.the-flaps together to close the open- 45 
ing, the device also including a resilient latch 
hook-on-one of the jaw.members:engageable with 
a side of the other jaw.member to:releasably lock 
the members in clamping position, 
Another and extremely important object of the 50 

invention is to provide a clamping device, of the 
class referred to, which includes means...for de 
tachably connecting the jaw members forcela 
tive pivotal movement so that following the cook 
ing of the fowl, the members, can be disconnected 55 
and cleaned individually. By this provisian, 
surfaces of the jaw.members which adjoin, or in 
terengage, when the members are in assembled 
relationship, are fully...exposed when the members 

3 Claims. (Cl. 17-11) 

It 10 

2 
cleansed by a usual Washing operation to avoid 
the possibility of contamination. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a clanping device of the type indicated in which 
the pivot means may comprise a pin or project 
tion on one jaw member receivable in an aper 
ture in the other jaw member to connect the 
in embers for relative pivotal movement, said pro 
jection being readily releasable from the aper 
ture so as to permit, disassembly of the parts 
to facilitate cleaning thereof. 
Another object is to provide a clamping device 

embodying means for releasably locking the jaw 
members in closed position so as to guard against 
loss of the stuffing from the fowl during the cook 
ing procedure. 
Another object is to provide, a clamping device 

which includes hook-naeans on the jaw members 
for engaging the legs of the fowl and retaining 
them adjacent each other so, as to effect compact 
ness and prevent spreading of the legs which 
might result in improper seating of the cover 
of the pan in which the fowlis, cooked. - 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a clamping device which is extremely simple in 
construction, being composed of a minimum 
number of parts, each of which is adapted for 
economaical manufacture by mass production 
method so that the device-can be sold at a low price. 
A further...object is to provide a device, of the 

character referred to, which, in addition to serv 
ing as a means for closing the vent opening of 
a stuffed fowl, can he employed for retaining 
roasts of meat.in-rolled condition and as a means 
for Suspending articles of food within a utensil 
during a steaming or like cooking operation. 

Further objects of the invention will be ap 
parent from the following detailed description 
and from the drawing, which is intended for the 
purpose of illustration only, and in which: 

Fig.1 is a front view of my-improved clamping 
device, showing...thejaw members in closed rela tionship; 

Fig. 2 is a Side view, of the device; 
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but showing 

the jaw. members pivoted outwardly; - 
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view, taken online 

4-4 of Fig.1; - 
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view, taken on line 

5-5-of Fig.1; 
Fig. 6; is a cross-sectional view, taken online 

6-6 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 7 is a view showing the device applied to 

use in closing the Vent opening of stuffed fawl 
and for retaining the legs-pf; the fowl in cent 
tracted position; : 

Fig. 8 is a front view of the pivotalendiofia, 
clamping device-gaf modified; construction;and 

are disconnected so that they may be completely 60 Fig. 9 is a composite perspective view of the 
  



3 
pivotal ends of the device shown in Fig. 8, illus 
trating the method of assembling and disas 
sembling the jaw members. 

Referring to Figs...1 to 7 of the drawing in de 
tail, my improved clamping device comprises a 
pair of jaw members O and which are prefer 
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ably stamped from sheet metal in suitable dies. . . 
One jaw member 0 is made in the form of a strip 
or bar O' having a curved hook portion 2 at one 
end and a right-angular projection or ear 3 at 
its other end. The projection is provided with an 
elongated aperture 4 which has a widened por 
tion or re-entrant opening 5 arranged at the end 
of the aperture which is adjacent the intersec 
tion of the bar 0' and the projection 3. Pro 
jecting laterally and downwardly from the bar 0", 
at the same side from which the ear 3 extends, 
is a series of longitudinally-spaced inclined points 
for prongs 16. Also projecting from this edge of 
the bar I, adjacent the hook portion 2, is a 
bent latch-hook T. 
The second jaw member is similar to the first 

jaw member , being made in the form of a bar 
9 having a plurality of inclined prongS 29 pro 

jecting from an edge thereof, the bar 9 being 
formed with a hook portion 2 at one end. At the 
end opposite the hook portion 2, the bar 9 car 
ries a pivot pin or stud 22. As shown in Fig. 6, 
the pin 22 has a reduced portion 23 inserted in 
a hole in the bar 9 and a slightly larger Shank 
portion 24 which abuts one side of the bar, the 
end of the reduced portion 23 being headed over 
against the bar to retain the pin in place. The 
shank portion 24 is of a diameter which is slightly 
less than the width of the elongated aperture 4 
to adapt it to slide therein when the jaw members 
O and it are assembled in the manner to be later 

explained. The pin 22 also has an enlarged head 
25 which has a diameter slightly less than that 
of the re-entrant opening 5 to adapt it to pass 
therethrough. 

It is to be particularly noted that my improved 
clamping device, described in detail above, com 
prises two independent main elementS or jaw 
members O and . To apply the ciamping de 
vice to use in closing the vent opening of a fowl, 
such as that, illustrated at 26 in Fig. 7, the two 
jaw members to and are assembled as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3. To assemble the jaw members 
fo and it, the head 25 of the pivot pin 22 is 50 
passed through the re-entraint opening 5 and 
the jaw members then relatively moved to cause 
the shank portion 23 to slide in the aperture 4 
to the end of the aperture as shown in Figs. 1 
and 3. It is thus seen that the pin 22 is pivotally 
arranged in the aperture 4 so that the jaw mem 
bers and can pivot from an Open position 
as shown in Fig. 3 to a closed position as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. 
With the jaw members in the open position, the 

clamping device is placed against the body of the 
fowl 26 with the jaw members straddling the Vent 
opening through which the stuffing or dressing 
was previously inserted into the fowl. To close 
the vent opening, it is only necessary to press 
downwardly to cause the prongs 6 and 20 to 
pierce the flaps of flesh of the fowl at the sides 
of the vent opening, and then pivot the jaw mem 
bers toward each other. During this pivotal 
movement, the pronged jaw members C and 
act to draw the flaps of the fowl together so as 
to effectively close the vent opening to retain the 
stuffing within the fowl. As the jaw members 
to and if approach their closed relationship, 
the detent hook 7, which is relatively resilient, 
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rides along the side of the jaw member and 
eventually Snaps around an edge of its bar 9, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 4. By this means, the jaw 
members to and, if are releasably locked in closed 
position to guard against accidental opening of 
the camping device and went opening which 
might permit loss of the stuffing from the fowl. 
After the vent opening has been closed by the 
clamping device, the legs of the fowl are brought 
in under the hook portions f2 and 2 of the re 
Spective jaw members to and so that they will 
not interfere with the placing of a cover on the 
cooking utensil in which the fowl is to be cooked. 

Following the cooking of the fowl, the legs of 
the fowl are released from the hook portions 
f2 and 2 and the clamping device is then 
opened by merely pressing the jaw members ?o 
and if closer together and flexing them in oppo 
site directions to disalign the detent hook 
from the bar 9, after which the jaw members 
can be relatively pivoted to open position, as il 
lustrated in Fig. 3, to remove the several prongs 
6 and 20 from the flesh of the fowl and release 

the clamping device. After the device has been 
removed from the fowl, the jaw members O and 

are separated by sliding the pin 22 into align 
ment with the re-entrant opening 15, to permit 
withdrawal of the pin therethrough. The sepa 
rated jaw members 0 and if then may be washed 
individually in any conventional manner and it 
is to be particularly noted that by this provision 
each jaw member can be thoroughly cleansed of 
all oil, flesh, stuffing or the like. In other words, 
since there exist no permanently interconnected 
parts, there are no clearance openings, bearings 
or crevices in which fats, stuffing or other mate 
rial can lodge and thus the cleaning of the clamp 
ing device can be carried out expeditiously and 
thoroughly with a minimum of effort. 

Referring now to Figs. 8 and 9, my invention 
contemplates the provision of an alternative 
means for pivotally and separably connecting the 
jaW members. In this modified version of the 
device, the jaw; members 30 and 3 are similar 
to the members iO and it, previously described, 
and have respective flesh-engaging prongs 32 
and 33. The jaw member 30 has a lateral pro 
jection or ear 34 at one end which is provided 
with a relatively narrow rectangular opening 35 
which extends normal to the longitudinal axis 
of the jaw member. The other jaw member 3 
has an offset T-shaped lateral projection 36 at 
one end which provides a pivot lug 37 having a 
rectangular head 38 at its end. To assemble 
the jaw members 30 and 31, the members are 
placed in the relative positions shown in Fig. 9 
so as to dispose the projection 36 below the ear 
34 with its rectangular head 38 in alignment with 
the rectangular opening 35, after which the head 
is inserted upwardly through the opening to dis 
pose the pivot lug 37 in the opening. The two 
jaw members 30 and 3 are then relatively piv 
oted toward closed position, at which time the 
ends of the head 38 overlie the side of the ear 
34 to retain the jaw members in connected re 
lationship. The modified device is operated in 
the same manner as the device shown in Figs. 
1 to 7, the pivot lug 37 serving the same function 
as the pivot pini 22. Following a roasting or other 
cooking operation, the jaw members 30 and 31 
"are opened to a position wherein they extend at 
right angles to each other so as to align the head 
38 with the opening 35 and permit withdrawal of 
the pivot projection 36. As in the first described 
embodiment of the invention, cleaning of the 
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separate jaw members 30 and 3 is greatly facili 
tated and contamination thereof is entirely 
avoided. After the two parts have been cleaned, 
they may be re-connected and held in closed 
position by the resilient detent hook so that 
separation of the parts during storage of the de 
vice is prevented. 
The operation of my improved clamping device 

has been herein explained in connection with 
the cooking of a fowl but it will be obvious that 
the device can be advantageously employed as a 
means for holding meat in a rolled condition. I 
have also found that the device can be applied 
to use as a means for supporting a cloth bag 
or the like in a vessel when it is desired to steam 
the contents of the bag. In this case, the mate 
rial at the mouth of the bag is impaled on the 
prongs of the jaw members, which are main 
tained in open relationship, the device then being 
placed across the open rim of the vessel to sus 
pend the bag therein. 
While I have herein shown the clamping device 

as embodied in two preferred forms of construc 
tion, and applied to use in a preferred manner, 
by way of example, it will be obvious that various 
modifications might be made therein without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. Con 
sequently, I do not wish to be limited in this 
respect, but desire to be afforded the full scope 
of the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A flesh clamping device adapted for use in re 

taining the went opening of a stuffed fowl closed 
during cooking of the fowl, comprising: a pair of 
jaw members each having prongs adapted to 
pierce the flesh of the fowl, one of said jaw mem 
bers having an aperture and the other of said 
jaw members having pivot means releasably dis 
posed in said aperture so as to detachably con 
nect said members for relative pivotal movement 
to a closed position to draw the flaps of flesh at 
the edges of the vent opening together, and to an 
open position to release said flaps; and releasable 
locking means for retaining said jaw members in 
closed position, said jaw members having curved 
holding means at their distal ends adapted to 
partly encircle the legs of the fowlso as to retain 
the legs of the fowlin proximity. 

2. A flesh clamping device adapted for use in 
retaining the vent opening of a stuffed fowl 
closed during cooking of the fowl, comprising: a 
pair of jaw members each having prongs adapted 
to pierce the flesh of the fowl, one of said jaw 
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members having an aperture and the other of 
said jaw members having pivot means releasably 
disposed in said aperture so as to detachably con 
nect said members for relative pivotal movement 
to a closed position to draw the flaps of flesh at 
the edges of the vent opening together, and to 
an open position to release said flaps; and re 
leasable locking means for retaining said jaw 
members in closed position, said jaw members 
having integral hooks at their distal ends, said 
hooks curving laterally in opposite directions with 
their free ends directed generally toward said 
pivot means, and said hooks being adapted to 
partly encircle the legs of the fowl so as to re 
tain the same in proximity. 

3. A flesh clamping device adapted for use in 
retaining the vent opening of a stuffed fowl closed 
during cooking of the fowl, comprising: a pair of 
jaw members each having prongs adapted to 
pierce the flesh of the fowl, one of said jaw mem 
bers having an aperture and the other of said jaw 
members having pivot means releasably disposed 
in said aperture so as to detachably connect Said 
members for relative pivotal movement to a 
closed position to draw the flaps of flesh at the 
edges of the vent opening together, and to an 
open position to release said flaps, said prongs of 
said jaw members being spaced alternately along 
and projecting from the adjacent edges of Said 
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jaw members in planes substantially normal to 
the plane of said jaw members, said prongs hav 
ing inclined, pointed ends, and said prongs 
crossing when said jaw members are in closed 
position; and releasable locking means for re 
taining said jaw members in closed position. 

EVA LOUISE ZOTER. 
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