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1

This invention relates to games, and has for
its primary object to provide a board type of
game in which a principal feature is that the
game is played with playing pieces in the form
of pins, preferably, which are inserted in open-~-
ings having bottom closures which may be posi-
tioned so as to provide a pin suppori when the
cover is in registry with the bottom of the holes,
thus providing a support for a playing piece, and
means permitting the said covers to be articu-
lately swung aside to open the bottom of the
holes, so that the playing piece will have no sup-
port whatever and fall thru into a trap below,
thus resulting in the player losing one of his
playing pieces.

A principal object of the game structure is to
provide in a board game a series of openings
the bottom of which may be left open or closed,
as desired by the players, and permitting setting
of certain holes in open or closed form in order
to provide an element of variation and amuse-
ment to a game of this type.

Another object of the invention is to provide
swingable cover members at the bottom of the
board structure which will permit removal of
playing pieces subsequently to their having
dropped thru the trap, yet the said closure is so
arranged that the board will lie flat on a level
supporting surface.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a, simple game structure in which the play may
be variable, and a structure of such simple
clemental assemblage as to warrant economical
manufacture in quantity production.

Other features, objects and advantages in-
herent in the invention can be understood from
an examination of the accompanying drawings,
having particular reference to the ensuing de-
scription wherein like symbols are used to desig-
nate like parts, and in which;

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the board structure
comprising an important unit of my invention.

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken substan-
tially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary bottom view of Figure
2; and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the play-
ing pieces used in connection with my invention.

Referring to the various figures, 5 generally
designates my invention which consists of a
top board member {3, secured to two side sup-
porting slat elements {4, and a central support-
ing strut element 20. The slat elements 14 are
suitably recessed as at {5 in order to accom-
modate the thickness of the swingable bottom
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2

closures, or covers 16, which are attached to the
flexible or textile hinge element 18 which may
be secured to the central strut member 20 by
virtue of nails 2. The covers {6 will nest into
the recesses (5 on the slats 14 {o permit the com-
posite board structure to lie flat on a horizontal
supporting surface (7.

The bottom of the slat 14 may be provided
with several carved out portions (9 to act as
finger clearances in order to permit gripping the
covers 16 when it is desired to open the trap 22
in order to retrieve the playing pieces or pins 11
that have been lost, as will, hereinafter, be more
clearly apparent.

The top board section {3 is provided with a
series of openings 8 and the board is of sufficient
thickness so that the light will not disclose to
the opponent player whether the bottom ele-
ments 9 are in position to provide a supporting
surface for the pins, or whether they have been
swung outwardly on the hinges i0 providing a
trap, in which event a player placing his playing
piece or pin {f in such a hole would lose his
playing piece, because if it has no support in the

 hole 8 it would fall thru into the trap 22.

The swinging closures 8 are, preferably, made
of a transparent material so that no refraction
or reflection of light would be noticeable to
players (A) and (B) sitting on opbposite sides,
and each one playing in one of the sections
designated 6 or 1, preferably player (A) would
move his playing pieces on section 6, whereas
player (B) moves his playing pieces on section
1. Player (A) sets his trapping combination by
moving a series of covers 9 to provide through
openings for a number of holes 8 so as to trap
his opponent that may make his move in those
openings, whereas player (B) sets the cover of
openings on section nearest to him, thus each
player has conveniently near him the holes that
he wishes to set for his opponent without the
opponent’s knowledge, and at the same time
each player plays the section furthest from him
so no light effects of any kind will permit the

5 player to have vision to the bottom of the holes

in which he is to make his move.

The game may be played with a number of pins
assigned to each player, and the first player to
lose all his pins or playing pieces will have lost
the game.

The pins may also be designated with par-
ticular numerical designations or carvings, such
as, for an army game, there would be privates
and officers and various rules may be adopted
so that when one player first loses his command-
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ing officer he has lost the game, whereas if he
loses all his privates or his entire army, he may
have lost the game.

The rules are subject to a great many varia-
tions. The element of interest and amusement
is retained in the game in view of the fact that
the player can vary the setting of the openings
8 so as to provide a number of open bottom holes,
various permutations and combinations of open
holes being available which may be arranged at
different parts of the sections § and 7 at will, so
that the opponent player will never know what
will be a safe move or what move will constitute
a trap, wherein he might lose one of his playing
pieces. The pins {1 are cylindrical and are pro-
vided with a tapered portion 2 to facilitate their
entry into holes 8.

Altho, I have herein described rather suceinctly
the nature and operation of my invention, yet it is
understood that it may be susceptible of various
modifications, and improvements, hence I re-
serve the right to all such modifications and im-
provements coming within the scope and spirit of
my invention, as well as those lying within the
implications of the accompanying drawings, also
those falling within the purview of the foregoing
description.

Having thus described and revealed my inven-
tion, what I claim as novel and desire to secure
by Letiers Patent, is:

1. A game comprising a board structure con-
sisting of a top element subdivided into two
playing zones, each zone provided with a mul-
tiplicity of drilled openings, two slat elements
secured to opposite sides of the said top element,
a strut element secured to the center of the said
top element, flexible hinge means secured to the
said strut element, covers secured to said fex-
ible hinge means defining traps between the said
slat elements and the said strut element, and in-
dependent individual closures pivotably secured
to the underneath surface of the said top ele-
ment below each of the said drilled openings.

2. A game comprising a board structure con-
sisting of g top element subdivided into two play-
ing zones, each zone provided with a multiplicity
of drilled openings, two slat elements secured to
opposite sides of the said top element, the said
slat elements being grooved, a strut element se-
cured to the center of the said top element, flex-
ible hinge means secured to the said strut ele-
ment, covers secured to said flexible hinge means
defining traps between the said slat elements and
the said strut element, the said covers having
their free edges fit flush in the grooves in the said
slat elements, and independent individual clo-
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sures pivotably secured to the underneath sur-
face of the said top element below each of the
said drilled openings.

3. A game comprising a board structure con-
sisting of a top element subdivided into two play-
ing zones, each zone provided with a multiplicity
of drilled openings, two slat elements secured to
opposite sides of the said fop element, the said
slat elements being provided with grooves, the
said slat elements being further provided with
cut out finger clearance porticns adjacent the
said grooves, a strut element secured to the center
of the said top element, flexible hinge means se-
cured to the said strut element, covers secured to
said articulate means defining traps between the
said slat elements and the said strut element, the
said covers having their free edges fit flush in the
grooves in the said slat elements, and inde-
pendent individual closures pivotably secured to
the underneath surface of the said top element
below each of the said drilled openings.

4. In a game, a board structure comprising, a
top element subdivided into two playing zones,
each zone provided with a multiplicity of drilled
openings, two slat elements secured to opposite
sides of the said top element, a strut element se-
cured to the center of the said top element, flex-
ible hinge means secured to the said strut ele-
ment, and covers secured to the said flexible
hinge means defining traps between the said slat
elements and the said strut element.

8. In a game, a board structure comprising, a
top element subdivided into two playing zones,

. each zone provided with a multiplicity of drilled

openings, two slat elements secured to opposite
sides of the said top element, a strut element
secured to the center of the said top element,
flexible hinge means secured to the said strut ele-

v ment, covers secured to the said flexible hinge
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means defining traps between the said slat ele-
ments and the said strut element, and independ-
ent individual closures pivotably secured to the
underneath surface of the said top element be-
low each of the said drilied openings.

JAMES W. RENDEL.
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