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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
FRAME FoR SECURING waLL covERINGs 

William L. Bonnell, Columbus, Ohio, assignor to 
B & T Floor Company, Columbus, Ohio, a cor 
poration of Ohio 

Application April 17, 1936, serial No. 74,977 
6 Claims. 

This invention relates to an improved frame for 
facilitating the securing of wall coverings in 
connection with wall - Surfaces, and an out 
standing object thereof resides in the provision 
of a simple, easily applied and Ornamental frame 
structure formed for connection with wall sur 
faces and provided with registering grooves or 
recesses for the reception of the marginal por 
tions of linoleum or other similar panels em 
ployed as a wall covering. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a metallic frame structure which will 
serve to mount, protect and impart an attractive 
appearance to WainScoting panels of linoleum, or 
other similar composition materials. 
A further object of the invention resides in 

the provision of a frame structure for the purpose 
set forth wherein improved corner strips are pro 
vided for connecting linoleum panels with offset 
or angularly related wall surfaces, the said strips 
being so designed as to protect the corners, to 
improve the appearance of the panels when ac 
tively positioned, and to securely retain such 
panels against displacement. 
For a further understanding of the invention, 

reference is to be had to the following descrip 
tion and to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 
wall panel frame structure comprising the pres 
ent invention and disclosing the same actively 
positioned in connection with Wall surfaces; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
through one of the inner corner strips on the 
plane indicated by the line II-II of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a similar view taken through an outer 
corner strip on the plane disclosed by the line 
III-III of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a detail vertical sectional view on the 
line IV-IV of Fig. 1 and disclosing the cross sec 
tional configuration of the upper molding Or 
finishing strip; 

Fig. 5 is a detail vertical sectional view taken 
through the upper end of one of the inner corner 
strips and its associated cap member, the plane 
of the figure being indicated by the line W-V of 
Fig.1; 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
through one of the vertical separating strips em 
ployed in connecting the vertical edges of adjoin 
ing wall panels, the plane of the figure being dis 
closed by the line WI-VI of Fig. l; 

Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view on the line 
WI-V of Fig. 1 and disclosing the upper end 
of the outer corner strip and its associated cap 
member; 

(C. 20-74) 
Fig. 8 is a detail perspective 

Corner strip; - 
Fig. 9 is a similar view of the outer corner 

strip; 
Fig. 10 is a detail perspective view of the Cap . 

member used in connection with the upper end of 
an inner corner strip; . 

Fig. 11 is a similar view of the cap member 
disclosed in Fig. 10 from the opposite side 
thereof; - - . . . 

Fig. 12 is a detail perspective view of the cap 
member used in connection with the outer cor 
ner strip; 

Fig. 13 is a similar view looking toward the Op 
posite side of the cap member disclosed in Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 is a detail perspective view of one of the 
vertical separating strips; 

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a finishing or 

view of the inner. 
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molding strip used along the upper horizontal 
edges of a wall panel; 

Fig. 16 is a detail vertical transverse sectional 
view taken through the floor strips; 

Fig. 17 is a detail perspective view of the floor 
Strip. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
the improved frame comprehends the provision of 
inner corner strips, indicated at f, and outer cor 
ner strips, indicated at 2. These strips are 
formed preferably from extruded lengths of metal, 
aluminum, or alloys thereof, being quite com- : 
monly used. Inner corner strip is formed to 
include a body 3 having a concaved outer face 4, 
and integral wing extensions 5 project from the 
body 3 in 90 degree angular relationship with 
respect to each other. 
clude back faces 6 which directly engage with the 
angularly related wall surfaces T. Screws 8, or 
the like, may pass through openings formed in 
Said wing extensions and penetrate the adjacent 
walls to Securely fasten the Said inner strips in 
vertical upright positions in the inner corner of 
a wall formed by the angularly related wall sur 
faces. The body 3 of each of the strips in 
cludes forwardly projecting flanges 9 which are 
spaced from the wing extensions to produce lon 
gitudinally extending grooves ?o in which are 
received the vertical edges ff of inoleum or other 
composition wall covering panels 2, the said 
panels extending over the wing extensions 5 so 
as to conceal the latter from exterior view and 
likewise cover the fastening elements 8 carried 
in connection with said wing extensions. The 
weight of the strips may be reduced by pro 
viding therein intermediate and outer vertically 
extending dovetail grooves 3 and f4 respectively 

The wing extensions in 
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2 
so that excess weight and unneeded material may 
be eliminated or minimized. 
The outer corner strips are of similar construc 

tion, but the said outer strips are formed to in 
clude substantially convex body portions 5 which 
surround, protect and conceal the sharp corners 
6 of the angularly related outwardly projecting . 

wall surfaces T. Each of the outer corner strips 
includes longitudinally extending wing plates 
formed integrally with the body portions 5 and 
co-extensive therewith, each wing plate being 
provided with openings for the reception of fas 
tening screws fe by which the outer plates are 
directly secured to the wall surfaces. The body 
portions 5 have also formed therewith longitu 
dinally extending flanges 9 which are spaced 
from the outer surfaces of the wing plates and 
produce vertically extending grooves 20, corre 
sponding to the grooves fo, and adapted to re 
ceive and conceal the outer vertically extending 
edge portions of the wall panels 2. In this in 
stance, the wing extensions 5 and the plates 
have been shown as of uniform, cross Sectional 
thickness throughout their width and length. It 
is obvious, however, that these members may be 
caused to taper to a feathered outer edge in order 
to avoid creasing the linoleum panels where the 
latter overlap the outer edge of said wing mem 
bers. 

Between the corners or terminating ends of a 
wall surface, I preferably employ a plurality of 
vertical panel producing or separating strips 2, 
which are likewise formed from the same kind 
of extruded metal as the corner strips and 2 
and are of the same length as the latter. The 
strips 2 comprise flat plate-like bodies 22 and, 
as shown in Fig. 6, each of said plates is provided 
with a plurality of vertically extending, parallel, 
transversely spaced ribs 23, which are longitudi 
nally recessed or grooved as at 24 for the recep 
tion of the vertical edges of contiguous Wall pan 
els 2 and also for relatively narrow vertically ex 
tending panelling strips 25 which conceal that 
portion of the metallic strips 2 lying between 
the ribs 23. Screws or the like 26 are used to con 
nect the strips 2 with the adjacent wall Sur 
faces 7, the said screws being concealed by the 
panelling strips 25. It will be appreciated that 
the strips 2 may be appropriately spaced in Order 
to produce wall panels of desired width. 
The upper horizontal edges of the wall panels 
2 are secured and protected by means of hori 

zontally extending molding strips 27, also formed 
from an extruded metal. The vertical cross sec 
tional formation of these strips is best shown in 
Fig. 4, wherein it will be noted that each of said 
molding strips includes a horizontally disposed 
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body portion 28 which is spaced from the Wall 
surface 7 and terminates along its upper edge in 
an angularly directed foot extension 29 and along 
its lower horizontal edge in a depending Wing 
plate 30 which is co-extensive with the full length 
of the body portion 28, the said wing plate being 
provided at intervals with openings for the recep 
tion of fastening Screws 3, which provides for 
the secure retention of the molding strips in Con 
nection with the wall surface 7 in horizontal po 
sitions governed by the upper terminating ends 
of the strips , 2 and 2. The body portion 29 
in the vertical plane of its outer surface is pro 
vided with a depending longitudinally extending 
rib 32 which forms a longitudinal groove 33, in 
which is received the upper edges of the Wall pan 
els 2 with which the molding strips engage. 

75 Likewise, as shown in Fig. 16, extruded metallic 

2,114,044 
floor strips 34 are provided. These strips are of 
substantially right angled formation and include 
vertical faces 35 which engage with the wall 7 
and horizontal faces 36 which engage with the 
upper surface of the flooring 3. Each of the 
strips 34 includes a longitudinally extending, rel 
atively angularly disposed vertical wing extension 
38 and a horizontal wing extension 39. The wing 
extension 38 has its upper edge grooved longitu 
dinally and horizontally as at 40 for the reception 
of the lower horizontal edges of the wall panels 
2. Likewise the horizontal extension may be 
grooved as at 4 for the reception of the edges of 
the floor covering 42. The horizontal wing ex 
tension is preferably provided with openings for 
the reception of fastening screws 43, by means of 
which the strips 34 are maintained in secured p0 
sition. - 

AS. shown in Figs. 5, 10 and 11, the upper ends 
of the inner corner strips are closed by means 
of metallic cap members 44 which partake of the 
Cross Sectional formation of the body 3 of said 
Strips and are retained in place by means of in 
tegral polygonal shanks 45 which are adapted to 
be driven into the upper ends of the intermediate 
grooves 3, the said cap members registering with 
the molding strips 27. Similar cap members 46 
are provided in connection with the upper ends of 
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the outer corner strips, and as shown in Figs. 12 
and 13, these cap members are likewise provided 
With integral multi-sided shanks 47 formed to be 
firmly driven into the open upper ends of the 
convex body portions 5 of the strips 2. Similar 
foot members 48 may be provided at the lower 
ends of the strips and 2 for registration with 
the floor strips 34. 
In view of the foregoing description, it will be 

seen that the present invention provides frame 
producing strips which may be readily secured 
to various types of wall surfaces in order to pro 
duce an effective, simple and attractive means for 
retaining panels of composition wall coverings in 
their applied positions on such wall surfaces. 
The frame is first directed on the wall surfaces 
and the panels of linoleum or other material are 
carefully cut to conform to the dimensions of the 
rectangular spaces existing between said strips. 
By slightly flexing the panels, the marginal edges 
thereof will be received within the retaining 
grooves provided therefor in the metallic strips, 
the said grooves concealing the edges of the wall 
panels and retaining the latter in their desired 
wall covering positions. The use of an adhesive 
on the back surfaces of the wall panels is of 
course optional. The frame strips not only serve 
for the utilitarian purpose of supporting the wall 
panels but in addition impart to the construction 
a finished and improved appearance so highly de 
sirable in connection with room walls. 
What is claimed is: 
1. As a new article of manufacture, an ex 

truded metallic corner strip for mounting wall 
panels, comprising a pair of longitudinally ex 
tending plate-like wings disposed in planes sub 
stantially 90 degrees apart, a transverse web 
integrally and rigidly uniting Said wings con 
tiguous to their adjoining edges, Said web being 
provided with a curved outer Surface extending 
the full length of said wings, flanges formed with 
the Outer longitudinal edge portions of Said Web 
and spaced from said wings to produce longi 
tudinal grooves for the reception of the vertical 
edge portions of wall panels, Said ribs being in 
wardly spaced from the Outer longitudinal edges 
of said wings so that when said panels are posi 
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tioned in said grooves, the major portion of said 
wings will be concealed from exterior view, the 
inner portions of Said wings and web being pro 
vided with longitudinally extending weight di 
minishing slots, and a detachable cap member 
mounted at one end of said strip, said cap mem 
ber being formed with an attaching shank re 
ceived within one of said slots. 

2. A metallic frame structure for mounting 
wall panels comprising vertically and horizontal 
ly extending strips, said vertically extending 
strips each including a longitudinally extend 
ing, transversely curved body portion, rearwardly 
arranged, longitudinally extending wall engag 
ing wing plates joined with said body portion near 
their inner edges, said inner edges being spaced 
from one another to provide a longitudinally ex 
tending slot at the back of said body portion, 
said horizontal strip-including a longitudinally 
extending wall engaging plate, a forwardly dis 
posed body portion coextensive with said plate 
and joined thereto at its upper edge, a rear 
wardly extending flange provided at the upper 
edge of said body portion, and a detachable cap 
section provided at the upper end of each of said 
vertical strips, the outer Surfaces of Said caps 
conforming in contour to the outer surfaces of 
said strips, said caps each being provided with 
a shank positioned within the slots in Said verti 
cal strips, all of said strips being provided on the 
opposing edges of said body section with grooves 
for the reception of the edges of the wall panels. 

3. A corner frame strip for mounting wall 
covering panels comprising a longitudinally ex 
tending transversely curved body section, a pair 
of longitudinally extending wall engaging wing 
plates positioned to the rear of said body sec 
tion and joined thereto along their inner edges, 
said sections being relatively angularly disposed 
to each other and having their inner edges spaced 
from one another to form a longitudinally ex 
tending slot at the rear of said body section, 
flanges formed with the side edges of said body, 
said flanges being spaced from said wing plates, 
and a cap member removably positioned at One 
end of said strip; the upper rear edges of said 

3 
cap members being in Substantial registration 
with the rear faces of said wall engaging wing 
plates, the front face of Said Cap member con 
forming substantially to the curvature of said 
body portion, 

4. A metallic frame strip for mounting wall 
panels comprising a longitudinally extending wall 
engaging plate, a forwardly disposed body por 
tion coextensive with said plate and connected 
thereWith at the upper edge of the latter, a rear 
wardly directed flange formed at the upper edge 
of said body portion, the rear edge of Said flange 
being spaced from and in substantial registra 
tion with the rear face of said Wall engaging 
plate, and a downwardly projecting flange formed 
at the lower edge of Said body portion, said 
last-named flange being spaced from said wall 
engaging plate, 

5. In a metallic frame structure for mounting 
wall panels, a vertically extending strip having 
a transversely curved body portion and wall en 
gaging wings formed at the longitudinal side 
edges thereof, horizontally extending strips posi 
tioned at the upper ends of said vertical strip 
with the lower edge of the body of said horizon 
tal strips in substantially the same plane as the 
upper end of said vertical strip, the adjoining 
ends of the horizontal strips being disposed in 
the same plane as the side edges of the body of 
said vertical strip whereby a pocket is formed 
at the upper end of said. Vertical strip, and a 
cap member positioned in said pocket, said cap 
member constituting a symmetrical continuation 
of said strips. 

6. In a metallic frame structure for mounting 
wall panels, a plurality of vertically and horizon 
tally extending strips having body portions and 
wall engaging wings, the ends of each strip ter 
minating in planes disposed at right angles to 
the longitudinal axis thereof, the complemental 
ends of said horizontal and vertical strips being 
spaced to produce a pocket, and a cap member 
positioned in said pocket, said cap member con 
stituting a symmetrical continuation of said 
strips. 
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