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DEVICES FOR CUSTOMZING WINDOW 
AND DOOR SURROUNDS AND METHOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates to devices that customize the 
appearance of objects, more particularly, a trowel and roller 
that permit a person to quickly add decorative and aestheti 
cally pleasing elements to window and/or door Surrounds. 
0002 Window surrounds, which are also known as plan 
tons and window trims, and door Surrounds are popular 
additions to homes and other buildings as they provide a 
decorative finish to frame a window or door. Window and/or 
door Surrounds may be made of various materials, such as 
stucco, concrete, mortar and even foam. The window and/or 
door surrounds surround the perimeter of a window or door 
located on a building so as to give a more decorative element 
to the window and/or door. 

0003. The most popular method of creating window 
and/or door Surrounds is by using foam. The foam is cut at 
a predetermined length and secured to the building around 
the window and/or door. However, the use of foam for 
window and/or door Surrounds is problematic as the foam 
can become easily damaged during strong weather and even 
from birds, especially woodpeckers which can easily peck 
holes in the foam. Thus, the popularity of window and/or 
door Surrounds made of mortar or stucco is growing rapidly. 
0004. To create window and/or door surrounds made of 
mortar or stucco, which are also known as stucco bands, the 
mortar or stucco is poured into a channel of a grid. When the 
mortar or stucco is almost dry, a person then Smooths the 
mortar Or StucCO SO as to remove eXceSS mortar Or StucCO 

from the channel using a straight edge. Thus, when the 
mortar or stucco is dry, the window and/or door Surrounds 
are planar, flush and flat in appearance and a stronger, more 
durable window and/or door surround is created. 

0005. Although the window and/or door surrounds are 
attractive in appearance as they frame a window and/or door, 
Some property owners prefer to have a more distinctive, 
unique design to the window and/or door Surrounds rather 
than a plain, flat window and/or door Surround. 
0006 Thus, a need exists for devices that permit a person 
to customize window and/or door Surrounds quickly and 
easily to create a unique design on the window and/or door 
Surround. 

0007 
CCCS: 

The relevant prior art includes the following ref 

Patent No. 
(U.S. unless stated otherwise) Inventor Issue? Publication Date 

6,592,668 Rao et al. Jul. 15, 2003 
2005/0175781 Schmidt Aug. 11, 2005 
2OOSOO932O4 Gregg May 05, 2005 

6,994,752 Estrada et al. Feb. 07, 2006 
6,206,965 Rao et al. Mar. 27, 2001 
4.293,599 Hori et al. Oct. O6, 1981 
6,022,588 Wakat Feb. 08, 2000 
6,442,912 Phillips et al. Sep. 03, 2002 

EPO 26S 961 A1 Barthelt Oct. 30, 1987 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. The primary object of the present invention is to 
provide devices for customizing window and/or door Sur 
rounds that are easy to use. 
0009. A further object of the present invention is to 
provide devices for customizing window and/or door Sur 
rounds that are versatile. 
0010. An even further object of the present invention is to 
provide devices for customizing window and/or door Sur 
rounds that are easily transportable. 
0011. Another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide devices for customizing window and/or door Surrounds 
that are compact. 
0012. A further object of the present invention is to 
provide devices for customizing window and/or door Sur 
rounds that add decorative elements to window and/or door 
Surrounds quickly. 
0013 The present invention fulfills the above and other 
objects by providing devices for customizing window and/or 
door Surrounds wherein a trowel having a predetermined 
profile and a roller having predetermined designs or patterns 
are used. The trowel includes a first and second edge for 
placement of the trowel against the grid edges and prede 
termined profile located between the trowel edges. The 
profile may be convex, concave or of any other shape. The 
roller includes a handle and a head wherein the head 
includes a predetermined design located thereon. 
0014) To use the devices, a person first pours mortar or 
stucco into a channel of a grid as if creating a traditional 
window and/or door surround. Then, when the mortar or 
stucco is almost dry, a user then Smooths the mortar or 
stucco using the trowel of the present invention by placing 
the profile within the channel with the edges on the grid. 
Then, the user gently moves the trowel through the channel 
So as to remove excess mortar or stucco from the channel. 
Because the trowel of the present invention has a profile that 
it not straight, a Surround having a corresponding shape to 
the profile is created. In addition, the roller of the present 
invention may also be used at this time to add a decorative 
element to the surround. Thus, when the mortar or stucco is 
dry, the window and/or door Surrounds are decorative and 
distinctive from the traditional, plain, flat surrounds cur 
rently created in the prior art. 
0015 The above and other objects, features and advan 
tages of the present invention should become even more 
readily apparent to those skilled in the art upon a reading of 
the following detailed description in conjunction with the 
drawings wherein there is shown and described illustrative 
embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0016. In the following detailed description, reference will 
be made to the attached drawings in which: 
(0017 FIG. 1 is a frontal view of a surround of the prior 
art, 
0018 FIG. 2 is a side view of the embodiment of FIG. 1; 
0019 FIG. 3 is a front perspective of a surround created 
by a first embodiment of a trowel of the present invention; 
0020 FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view along line 4-4 of 
the embodiment of FIG. 3; 
0021 FIG. 5 is a front view of a first embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention; 
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0022 FIG. 6 is a side view of a first embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention; 
0023 FIG. 7 is an upward side view of a first embodi 
ment of the trowel of the present invention in use: 
0024 FIG. 8 is a side view of a second embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention; 
0025 FIG. 9 is an upward side view of a second embodi 
ment of the trowel of the present invention in use: 
0026 FIG. 10 is a side view of a third embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention; 
0027 FIG. 11 is a side plan view of a first embodiment 
of a roller of the present invention; 
0028 FIG. 12 is a front perspective view of a surround 
created by a roller of the present invention; 
0029 FIG. 13 is a side plan view of a second embodiment 
of a roller of the present invention; and 
0030 FIG. 14 is a side plan view of a third embodiment 
of a roller of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0031. For purposes of describing the preferred embodi 
ment, the terminology used in reference to the numbered 
components in the drawings is as follows: 

1. Surround, generally 
2. window sill 
3. window 
4. wall 
5. Surround face 
6. Surround grid 
7. channel 
8. mixture 
9. grid edge 

10. trowel 
11. trowel edge 
12. trowel profile 
13. slot 
14. decorative element 
1S. roller 
16. head 
17. handle 
18. axle 
19. aperture 
20. design 
21. trowel holding side 
22. trowel top surface 
23. trowel bottom surface 
24. troweling side 

0032. With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, varying views of 
a surround of the prior art is shown. The surround 1, which 
is shown as a window Surround, essentially frames a window 
3 so as to provide anaesthetically-pleasing appearance to the 
window 3. The surround 1 extends away from the wall 4 of 
a building and does not, in most cases, extend beyond a 
window sill 2. To create the surround 1, a mixture, which is 
typically mortar or stucco, is poured into a channel of the 
Surround grid 6. When the mortar or stucco is almost dry, a 
person then Smooths the mortar or stucco so as to remove 
excess mortar or stucco from the channel using a straight 
edge. Thus, when the mortar or stucco is dry, the window 
and/or door Surrounds are planar, flush and flat in appearance 
and a stronger, more durable window and/or door Surround 
is created. 
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0033. In FIGS. 3 and 4, varying views of a surround 
created by a first embodiment of a trowel of the present 
invention are shown. The surround 1 may be used to frame 
an aperture 19 of a building, which may be a door or, as 
shown in FIG.3, a window 3. The surround 1 has a surround 
face 3 made of a mixture 8 that is placed between grid edges 
9 of a channel 7 of a surround grid 6. The surround face 3 
created by the first embodiment of a trowel of the present 
invention is concave so as to add depth to the Surround face 
5 

0034. In FIG. 5, a front view of a first embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention is shown. The trowel 10 is of 
a predetermined thickness and has a trowel top surface 22, 
a trowel bottom surface 23 and a troweling side 24. Located 
on each side of the troweling side 24 is a trowel edge 11. 
0035. In FIG. 6, a side view of a first embodiment of a 
trowel of the present invention is shown. The trowel 10 also 
includes a trowel holding side 21 located opposite of the 
troweling side 24 on the trowel 10. A trowel profile 12 of a 
predetermined shape is located on the troweling side 21 and 
trowel edges 11 are located on each side of the trowel profile 
12. In the first embodiment, the trowel profile 12 is convex 
So as to create a concave Surround face 5 when used as 
described in relation to FIG. 6. 
0036 FIG. 6 shows an upward side view of a first 
embodiment of the present invention in use. To use the 
trowel 10 of the present invention to create a profiled face 5 
for a Surround 1, a mixture 8, Such as mortar or stucco, is 
poured into the channel 7 of a surround grid 6 wherein the 
surround grid 6 has grid edges 9. The user then allows the 
mixture 8 to remain in the surround grid 6 for a predeter 
mined amount of time so as to allow the mixture 8 to become 
shapeable, that is, when the mixture 8 is almost dry. Then, 
the user holds the trowel 10 on the trowel holding side 21 
and positions the trowel 10 such that the trowel edges 11 are 
adjacent to the grid edges 9 wherein the trowel profile 12 is 
centered within the surround grid 6. The user then drags the 
trowel 10 along the grid edges 9 so as to remove mixture 8 
from the surround grid 6. When the user has completed this 
task, the mixture 8 in the Surround grid 6 dries so as to create 
a three-dimensional surround 1 as shown in FIG. 2. 

0037 Next, FIG. 7 shows a side view of a second 
embodiment of a trowel of the present invention. Similar to 
the first embodiment, the second embodiment of the trowel 
10 of the present invention includes a trowel profile 12 of a 
predetermined shape and two trowel edges 11. In this second 
embodiment, however, the trowel profile 12 is concave to 
create a convex surround face 5 when used as described in 
relation to FIG. 8. 

0038. With reference to FIG. 8, an upward side view of 
a second embodiment of the present invention in use is 
shown. The second embodiment of the trowel 10 of the 
present invention is used in the same manner as the first 
embodiment; that is, the user positions the trowel 10 such 
that the trowel edges 11 are adjacent to the grid edges 9 
wherein the trowel profile 12 is centered within the surround 
grid 6 and moves the trowel 10 along the surround grid 6 so 
as to remove a predetermined amount of mixture 8 to create 
a Surround 1 having a convex face 5. 
0039. In FIG. 9, a side view of a third embodiment a 
trowel of the present invention is shown. Similar to the other 
embodiments, the third embodiment of the trowel 10 of the 
present invention includes two trowel edges 11 and a trowel 
profile 12 of a predetermined shape. However, the prede 



US 2008/0098688 A1 

termined shape of the trowel profile 12 in the third embodi 
ment includes at least one slot 13 which extends from the 
trowel profile 12. Thus, when the third embodiment of the 
trowel 10 of the present invention is used, a surround 1 with a 
face 5 having at least one line is created. 
0040. In FIG. 10, a side plan view of a first embodiment of 
a roller of the present invention. The roller 15 of the present 
invention includes a handle 17, an axle 18 of a predetermined 
shape connected to the handle and head 16 that is rotatable 
about the axle 18. Located on the head 16 is a predetermined 
design 20. To use, the user allows the mixture 8 to dry for a 
predetermined amount of time. Then, a user may either use a 
trowel 10 of the present invention or a convention trowel to 
remove excess mixture 8 from the surround grid 6. Finally, the 
user places the roller 15 of the present invention within the 
channel 7 of the surround grid 6 and rolls the head 16 along 
the surround face 5. By doing so, the design 20 on the head 16 
imprints a predetermined design 20 onto the surround face 5 
so as to create a decorative element 14. A first embodiment of 
the roller 15 includes an axle 18 having a predetermined 
convex shape So as to be usable within a concave surround 1. 
0041 FIG. 11 shows a front perspective view of a window 
surround 1 created by a roller of the present invention. The 
surround 1 includes a decorative element 14 that is created by 
using a roller of the present invention. 
0042 FIG. 12 shows a side plan view of a second embodi 
ment of a roller of the present invention. The roller 15 of the 
second embodiment also includes a handle 1, axle 18 and 
head 16 having a predetermined design 20. However, the axle 
18 in the second embodiment is linear so as to be used to 
create a predetermined design 20 on a planar Surround 1. 
0043. Finally, FIG. 13 shows a side plan view of a third 
embodiment of a roller of the present invention. The third 
embodiment also includes a handle 17, axle 18 and head 16 
having a predetermined design 20; however, the axle 18 in the 
third embodiment is concave so as to be usable to create a 
predetermined surround 20 on a convex surround 1. 
0044) The use of the present invention will allow a person 
to quickly and easily create decorative and unique Surrounds 
for windows and doors. 
0045. It is to be understood that while a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention is illustrated, it is not to be limited to the 
specific form or arrangement of parts herein described and 
shown. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
various changes may be made without departing from the 
scope of the invention and the invention is not be considered 
limited to what is shown and described in the specification 
and drawings. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A device for customizing window and/or door Surrounds 

comprising: 
a trowel having a top surface, a bottom Surface, a trowel 

holding side and a troweling side; 
said trowel holding side is located opposite of said trowel 

ing side on said trowel; 
a predetermined profile located on said troweling side; and 
at least one edge located on each side of said predetermined 

profile. 
2. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 1 wherein: 
said predetermined profile is convex. 
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3. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 
rounds of claim 1 wherein: 

said predetermined profile is concave. 
4. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 1 further comprising: 
at least one slot extending from said profile. 
5. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 2 further comprising: 
at least one slot extending from said profile. 
6. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 3 further comprising: 
at least one slot extending from said profile. 
7. A device for customizing window and/or door surrounds 

comprising: 
a roller having a handle; 
an axle connected to said handle; and 
a head rotatable about said axle wherein said head has a 

predetermined design located thereon. 
8. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 7 wherein: 
said axle is convex. 
9. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 7 wherein: 
said axle is concave. 
10. The device for customizing window and/or door sur 

rounds of claim 7 wherein: 
said axle is linear. 
11. A method for using a device for customizing window 

and/or door Surrounds comprising a trowel having a top Sur 
face, a bottom surface, a trowel holding side and a troweling 
side, said trowel holding side is located opposite to said 
troweling side, a predetermined profile located on said trow 
eling side; and at least one edge located on each side of said 
predetermined profile, said method comprising steps of: 

a. pouring a mixture into a grid having two grid edges and 
a channel located between the two grid edges; 

b. allowing said mixture to dry for a predetermined amount 
of time; 

c. placing said profile within said channel; 
d. placing said at least one edge of said trowel against said 

grid edges; and 
e. moving said trowel along said grid so as to remove a 

predetermined amount of said mixture. 
12. The method of claim 11 wherein: 
said profile is convex. 
14. The method of claim 11 wherein: 
said profile is concave. 
15. The method of claim 12 further comprising: 
at least one slot extending from said profile. 
16. The method of claim 13 further comprising: 
at least one slot extending from said profile. 
17. The truss spacing device of claim 11 further comprising 

the additional steps of: 
f. placing a roller having a handle, an axle connected to said 

handle and ahead rotatable about said axle wherein said 
head has a predetermined design located thereon within 
said channel; and 

g. rolling said roller along said mixture so as to imprint said 
predetermined design on said mixture. 
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