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PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE E. ADAMS, OF NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE
TRAUT & HINE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

CLASP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 537,955, d‘.a.t,ed. April 23,1895,

Application filed November 2, 1893, Serial No,489,834, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE E. ADAMS, of
New Britain, in the ecounty of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clasps; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same, refer-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to improvements in
metallic clasps, such as are particularly but
not exclusively designed for use upon gar-
ment supporters for ladies’ and children’s
wear, and it has for its object to provide a
device which shall be cheap and simple to
manufacture, and one which will grasp the
garment with a secure hold and at the same
time, be extremely easy to fasten or release
from the garment, thus overcoming in a great
measure the objection to clasps of this char-
acter now in common use,

Referring to the accompanying drawings:
Figure1lis a front, Fig. 2 aside elevation,and
Fig. 8 a rear view, of the preferred form of
clasp. Fig. 4 is a vertical section through
the same. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are rear views in
perspective, illustrating different forms of
gripping jaws for the clasp. Fig. 81is a view
of the device gripping a garment.

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures indicate the same parts. _

In carrying this invention into practice, I
preferably stamp the parts up from sheet
metal, as is usual in this class of devices,and
oneof the parts, which Ishall for convenience,
term the body portion, lettered A in the draw-
ings, is formed with laterally extending ears
a, which are adapted to be bent around the
end of the web constituting the supporter
proper in order to attach the device thereto,
and it is obvious that any of the ordinary
well known means for securing a strong union
may be employed if desired. The body por-
tion is formed with a downwardly extending
tongue B, preferably curved toward the rear
somewhat, as shown best in Figs. 2 and 4 and
provided at its lower end with a forwardly
curved hook b, having its end ¥’ turned weil
up toward the body A. In the preferred con-

struection, the end of the hook is smooth, but
I may find it advantageous for some purposes
as will hereinafter appear, to serrate or tooth
this end, as shown for instance at b’,in Figs.
6 and 7.

Tothe front of the body portion and prefer-
ably at the base of the tongue is hinged a co-
operating member consisting of a shank por-
tion C terminating at the lower end in an in-
closing ring for the end of the hook, such in-
closing ring being preferably in the form of
a concavo-convex cap D. At the lower end,
this inclosing ring or cap is provided with a
lip d preferably projecting upward, and in
any instance, with its edge lying in position
to co-operate with the extreme lower portion
of the hook so0 as to hold said hook within the
cap as illustrated in Figs. 3 to 7 or allow the
same to be snapped out as in Fig. 2.

It will be observed that the front of the cap
portion serves as a limiting stop for the end
of the hook. The hook tongue B and por-
tions C of the co-operaling member are suffi-
ciently elastic to allow the end of the hook to
spring past the lip on the cap portion, which
will thus serve as an efficient means for hold-
ing the hook in closed position when engaged
with the fabrie as illustrated in Fig. 8.

In engaging the device, the body portion is
grasped, the hook passed beneath the fabrice
of the garment to be supported and the cap
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pressed down until the hook ecarrying the .

fabric with it, snaps past the lip on the cap,
when any direct pull on the fabric will be
taken up by the lip D and end of the hook b,
there being so little tendency to cause the
hook to move outward so that with a direct
pull on the webbing of the supporter it is al-
most impossible to release the device. To
insure a better grip, the edge of the lip D
may, if desired, be toothed and serrated, as
shown in Figs. 5,6 and 7, and in every in-
stance, it is preferably made with recesses e
at each side into which the fabric may pull
when drawn down.

_Obviously, the hinging of the two members
together may be accomplished in any well
known manner, but I preferably strike up a
small ear f from the base of the hooked tongue
B and curve this ear forward around a piv-
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oted bar g formed on the upper end of the co-
operating member C, usually by simply slit-
ting the end of this member.

The device it will be observed is extremely
simple, easily and cheaply manufactured and
what is of greater importance, may be en-
gaged with and released from the fabric of
the garment with the greatest facility, and
at the same time, when in engagement, will
hold with a secure grip against any strains
upon the garment or supporter.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is— ~

As an improved article of manufacture,the
claspfor garment supporters hereindescribed,
consisting of the body portion formed at the
top for the attachment of the webbing and at

the bottom into the spring tongue terminat-
ing in an upwardly turned hook and the over-
lying member hinged at the upper end to the

body at a point intermediate the ends of the

body said overlying member being formed at
the bottom with a circular orifice adapted to
surround the hook on the body, and itself
having at the bottom an upwardly projecting
lip co-operating with the hook to form a snap
cateh: for grasping the fabric of the garment
to be supported when caught over the same;
substantially as described.

GEORGE E. ADAMS.

Witnesses:
R. A. MOORE, Jr.,
G. W. TRAUT.
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