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My invention relates to folding display 
cabinets particularly, though not exclusive 
ly, for the display of specimen flowers, etc., . 
in the sale of bulbs, roots and seeds, an ob 

5ject of the invention being to provide a cab 
struction and one which is readily portable 
inform having minimum over-all dimen 
sions, and which is adapted readily to be ex 

... 10 panded for the purpose of presenting an ef 
fective and relatively extensive display. . . 
Another object of the invention resides in providing a display cabinet having twofold. 

able sections adapted to be extended to dis 
15 play the contents of the cabinet and to be col 

lapsed to encase the contents and to permit 
of convenient handling in safety to both cab 
inet, and contents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

" . ; Another obiect of the invention resides in 
20 forming each of said sections with an open 

... front and an open end and in hingedly con 
necting, said sections together, whereby they 
may be relatively disnosed open end to open 
end in the extended arrangement of the cab 

25 inet and open front to open front in the col 
lapsed arrangement thereof. . . . . . . . . . 
A further object of the invention resides in 

providing the cabinet sections with racks, a 
rack in one constituting a continuation of a 

30 rack in the other, in the extended arrange 
ment of the cabinet. . . . . . . 

. . . A feature of the invention resides in pro 
viding a hinged member adapted to form a 
closure for the open ends of the cabinet sec 

35 tions in their folded relation, said member be 
ing adapted to be swung out of its end clos 
ing position to permit of the unfolding of 
the cabinet sections. - - - - - . . . . 

An object of the invention resides in pro 
40, viding said sections with caster wheels for 

supporting the cabinet, and in utilizing said 
closure member for bracing the cabinet when 
the sections thereof are in extended relation. 

Another object of the invention resides in 
45 providing hinged top members for the cab 

inet sections, adapted to be swung back there 
from and, in such position, to be supported by 
said closure member. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

50 view, which will appear in the following de 
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scription, the invention resides in the novel 
combination and arrangement of parts and 
in the details of construction hereinafter de 

... . . . . . . . . . 55 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet 

illustrating an embodiment of my invention 
and showing the parts infolded relation. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the cabinet, 

In the drawings: 

illustrating the parts in extended relation. 60 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the structure shown 

in Fig. 1. . . . . . . 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the structure shown 

in Fig. 2, the cover members being in closed . . . . . . 
position. . . . . . . 65. . . 

Fig. 5 is an elevational sectional view taken 
as online 5-5 of Fig. 3. . . . . . . . . . 
In the sale of certain commodities, such as 

bulbs, roots, seeds and the like, considerable advantage is gained by displaying specimens 70 
of the flowers, spikes and such growths as 
may be expected to mature therefrom. 

Heretofore the displays of such specimens 
have been almost entirely confined to the 
nursery and gardening sites and to flower 75 
shows or exhibitions to which the large per 
centage of potential purchasers are not at 
tracted. The problem of reaching such pur 
chasers may be met by the employment of . 
what may be termed a portable flower show S0. 
adapted to be transported from house to 
house in the canvassing of individuals not 
likely otherwise to have guidance through 
the medium of actual specimens in the selec 
tion of bulbs, seeds, etc. To provide for such 85 
individual shows or displays, it becomes 
highly desirable that an appropriate display 
cabinet be had for the purpose. The present 
adapted for such purpose. 90 
The illustrated embodiment of my inven 

tion comprises a cabinet consisting of two 
sections which I have indicated in their en- -, 
tirety at A and B. The section. A consists 
of a rear or side wall 10 and an end wall 12 95 
of a height substantially equal to the full 
height of the cabinet, and of a front wall 13 
of considerably less height connected to the 
end wall 12 and to a filler 14 disposed between 
the said front wall 13 and the rear wall 10, l00 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Attached to the said wall structure are two 
shelves 15 and 16, both of which are secured 
at their ends to the end wall 12 and the filler 
14. Shelf 15 is attached to rear wall 10 and 
shelf 16 to the front wall 13, while a riser 17 
is disposed between the two shelves. These 
two shelves serve as racks for the reception 
of a number of vases 18 which rest upon sup 
ports - 19 and 20 disposed immediately be 

10 neath the said shelves 15 and 16 and secured 
The shelves 15 and 16 are apertured, as des 
ignated at 21, to receive the vases 18, while 
the supports 19 and 20 are recessed, as desig 

15 nated at 22, to receive the ends of said vases in 
a manner to support and hold the same in up 
right position within the cabinet. By means 

legs 26 and 126 to which caster wheels 26 
and 126 are applied. The closure 24 is con 
structed with a leg 27 which, when the cabi 

of this construction, a section is provided 
which is open at the top and open at the front 

20 above the front wall 13 and also open at one 
end above the filler 14 and the shelf struc 
ture, of said section. w 

Section B is constructed similar to section 
A and comprises a rear wall 110, an end wall 

25 
... shelves: 115 and 116, all connected together 

in identically the same manner as the corre 
sponding parts of section A, except that they 
are arranged in inverse order to cause the 

30 
relation 

...Fig. 2. 
The said section B. similarly comprises a 

filler member 114, a riser 117 and supports 
35 119 and 120, all arranged in exactly the same 

A. The shelves 115 are similarly apertured 
at 121 and the supports 119 and 120 recessed 
at 122 to support the vases 18 in the same 
manner as previously described. . . . 
The two sections A and B are hingedly 

connected together along the front walls 13 
and 13 thereof by means of hinges 23 which 
are disposed at the open ends of the cabinet. 
By means of these hinges, the two sections A 
and B may be swung from the extended po 
sition shown in Fig.2, where the shelves 15 
and 115 and 16 and 116 lie in continuation 
of One another to the collapsed position 

40 

45 

-50 

that said sections fit snugly together when 
extended, making a continuous display cab 
inet Open along the front thereof. When the 

55 tWO Sections A and B are swung about the 
hinges 23 into their folded position, the front 
Walls 18 and 113 are brought face to face, 
which has the effect of closing the fronts of 
the cabinet sections, as clearly shown in Figs. 
1 and 3. This disposition of the two sections 
leaves the open ends of the cabinet sections 
exposed as well as the tops thereof. For 
closing the ends of the two cabinet.sections 
When in folded relation, a single closure 24 

65 is employed which is of a width equal to the 

60 

of, completely closing the ends of said sec 
to the riser 17 and front wall 13 respectively. . . . . . . . . -- . . . 

wardly, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, it is clear 

112 and a front wall 113, together with 

sections to have a left hand and right hand as shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 5, or they may be 
with one another, as best shown in 

ing upon the upper edge of the closure 24. 
Said closure, in this manner, serves to form 

may be set at a slight angle, as shown in Fig. 

shown in Fig. 1. All of the parts of these 
Sections lie flush at the open ends thereof, so 

porting surfaces. Hooks 12 fastened to the 
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combined width of the collapsed sections 
and of a height equal to the total height of 
the cabinet. This closure is hinged through 
hinges 25 to the rear Wall of one of the Sec 
tions which, in the embodiment illustrated, 
is the wall 10 of section A. When the cabi 
net is collapsed, the closure 24 lies flush 
against the open ends of the two sections A. 
and Band along the fillers 14 and 114 there 

O 

tions. When the said closure is swung out- 75 

of the cabinet proper and permits of the un 
folding of sections A and B and the bring 
ing thereof into end to end relation, as shown 
in said Figs. 2 and 4. 80 
The sections A and B are constructed with 

net is in extended position, as shown in Figs: 
2 and 4, serves to brace the cabinet against 
tipping backward. 

For closing the upper portion of the cabi 
net; two covers 28 and 128 are employed 
which are hingedly connected to the rear. 
walls 10 and 110 of sections A and B through 

90 

offset hinges 29 and 129. These covers may 
be swung shut to close the top of the cabinet, 
swung open into the position shown in Fig. 95 
2 to fully expose the flowers or other speci 
mens displayed within the cabinet. The off 
set hinges 29 and 129 cause the said covers 
to lie flat upon the upper edges of the rear 

manner as the corresponding parts in section walls 10 and 110 and the end walls 12 and 112 '' 
of the cabinet proper and at the same time 
permit of the swinging of the said covers 
back, in a manner to permit of the same rest 

05 

a stop or a support for supporting the covers 
when in fully open position. To support 
both of these covers jointly, the closure 24 

4, or it may be formed with a stop or cleat () 
(not shown) serving to support the cover 
128 when said closure is in fully extended 
position. 
Dowel pins 112 (Fig. 2) projecting from 5 

the exposed edge of end wall 112 of cabinet 
section B correspond with holes 12 in the 
exposed edge of end wall 12 of cabinet sec 
tion A. These dowel pins fit into said open 
ings when said sections are folded together and thus free the hinges 23 from racking 
strains, which otherwise would be imposed 
upon them in the handling of the closed 
cabinet or in the wheeling thereof along 
rough and uneven side walks and other sup 
end wall 12 and adapted to coact with eyes 
112 fastened to the end wall 112 serve to 
Secure the cabinet Sections A and B in folded 
relation. A hook 110 pivoted on back wall 130 
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110 of cabinet section B is adapted to en 
gage a pin 24 projecting from the free edge 
of the closure 24 in the folded position of 
said closure (Fig. 1) and releasably hold 
the closure in such position. . . . . 

In the use of the device, the various flow 
ers, spikes or other specimens to be displayed 
are inserted into the vases 18, which are 
preferably partially filled with water. 
When the cabinet has been transported to 
the desired place and it is the wish of the 
attendant to display the flowers, the hooks 
12b are freed from the eyes 112 and the hook 
110 from the pin 24. The closure 24 is then 
swung into the position shown in Fig. 4, and 
the cabinet section B swung about the hinges 23 to bring the display racks 15, 15 and 6. 
116 into continuation of one another. The 
covers 28 and 128 may then be opened and 

20 rested upon the upper edge of closure 24, 
giving the observer a full view of the articles 
displayed within the cabinet. When it is 
desired to collapse the cabinet, the reverse 

25 

30 

35 

40 

order of procedure is adopted and the parts 
rearranged as shown in Fig. 1 to fully close 
the cabinet and conceal the contents thereof. 
When in collapsed position the flowers are 
fully sheltered and protected and the cabinet: 
may be readily handled and transported in 
the desired manner. 
My invention is highly meritorious in that 

an extremely simple and practical device is 
afforded for the display and handling of ar 
ticles or goods to be merchandised, and par 
ticularly for the display of specimen flowers 
and the like in promotion of the sale of Seeds, 
bulbs, etc. The device is quickly and easily 
collapsed and extended, and when extended 
gives the observer a full and uninterrupted 
view of all of the contained articles in an 
attractive display of relatively large propor 
tion. When collapsed the cabinet is brought 
into compact form of relatively small dimen 
sions and the articles contained therein are 
entirely concealed. Thus, the cabinetis readi 
ly handled and transported in Safety thereto 
and to its contents, the attendant being able 

50 

quickly to present the attractive display af 
forded by the structure. In the collapsed re 
lation of the cabinet sections, the absence of 
any partition walls between the specimens in 

55 

the two cabinet sections provides for the full 
utilization of all of the available space by 
the stems, leaves and flowers in the display. 
The cabinet may be constructed at a nominal 
cost from materials readily available and may 
be constructed in a neat and attractive man 

60 

le. - - - 

Changes in the specific form of my inven 
tion, as herein disclosed, may be made Within 
the scope of what is claimed without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. 

65 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A cabinet comprising two sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at one end, 
said sections being hinged at their open ends 
one to the other and adapted to be relatively 
positioned in extended relation with their 
open ends together and in folded relation 
with their open sides together, each section 
having a rack therein, one rack constituting 
a continuation of the other rackin the extend 
i relation of said sections. . . . . 

said sections being hinged at their open ends 
one to the other and adapted to be relatively . 
positioned in extended relation with their so 
open ends together and in folded relation 
with their open sides together, and a closure, 
common to the two open ends of said sections, 
adapted to close said ends in the folded rela 
tion of the sections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; 

3. A cabinet comprising two sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at one 

70 

2. A cabinet comprising two-sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at one end, 

85 

end, said sections being hinged at their open 
ends one to the other and adapted to be rela 
their open ends together and in folded rela 
tion with their open sides together, and a 
closure, common to the two open ends of said 
sections, adapted to close said ends in the fold 
ed relation of the sections, said closure being hinged to one of the sections and adapted to 
be swung out of closing position to avoid in 
terference with the bringing of said sections 
into extended relation. 

4. A cabinet comprising two-sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at one end, said sections being hinged at their open ends 
one to the other and adapted to be relatively 
positioned in extended relation with their 
open ends together and infolded relation with 
their opensidestogether, and a closure, common 
to the two open ends of said sections, adapted 
to close said ends in the folded relation of the 
sections, said closure being hinged to one of 
the sections and adapted to be swung out of 
closing position to avoid interference with the 
bringing of said sections into extended rela 
tion, the tops of said sections being hinged to 
the backs thereof and adapted to be swung 
back and supported by said closure. 

5. A cabinet comprising two elongated sec 
tions, each thereof being open at one side and 
at one end, said sections being adapted to be 
relatively positioned in extended relation 
with their open ends together and in folded 
relation with their open sides together, each 

tively positioned in extended relation with 

100 

05 

110 

115 

120 
section having a plurality of racks extending 
lengthwise thereof, the racks of one section 
constituting continuations respectively of the 
racks of the other section in the extended 
relation of said sections. 

6. A cabinet comprising two elongated sec 
tions, each thereof being open at one side and 

125 

at One end, said sections being adapted to 
be relatively positioned in extended relation 30 

  



5 

to 

20 

4. 1,777,542 

with their open ends together and in folded 
relation with their open sides together, each 
section having a plurality of racks extending 
lengthwise thereof, the racks of one section 
constituting continuations respectively of the 
racks of the other section in the extended rela 
tion of said sections, and closure means re 
movably applicable to the open ends of the 
sections in the folded relation thereof. 7. A unitary cabinet comprising two elon 
gated sections, each thereof being open at One 
side and at one end, said sections being adapt 
ed to be relatively positioned in extended rela 
tion with their open ends together and in 
folded relation with their open sides together, 
and means movable into and out of operative 
position for closing the open ends of said sec 
tions in the folded relation thereof. 

8. A cabinet comprising two sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at One 
end, said sections being hinged at their open 
ends one to the other and adapted to be rela 
tively positioned in extended relation. With 
their open ends together and in folded rela 

2 5 5 tion with their open sides together, and a device constituting a combined closure and 
brace adapted to close the two open ends of 
said sections in the folded relation thereof, 

is 30 

. 4.) 

said device being hinged to One of the sections 
and adapted to be swung out of closing posi 
tion, to avoid interference with the bringing 
of said sections into extended relation, into 
bracing position to steady the cabinet in its 
extended form. 

9. A cabinet comprising two sections, each 
thereof being open at one side and at one 
end, said sections being adapted to be rela 
tively positioned in extended relation with 
their open ends together and in folded relat 
tion with their opens sides together, and 
means adapted to form a closure for said open 
ends in the latter relation of said sections 
and also adapted to to form a brace for the 
cabinet in its extended form. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 

nature to this specification. 
. . . RALPH BAERMAN. 
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