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To all wwhom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FRANK A. PURCELL
and JOHN MORGAN, citizens of the United
States, residing at Vineennes, in the county of
Knox and State of Indiana, have invented cer-
tain newand useful Improvements in Chalk-
Sharpeners; and we do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to a device for hold-

.ing and sharpening tailors’ chalk; and the

novelty will be fully understood from the
following deseription and claims when taken
in connection with the annexed drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im-
proved device. Fig. 2 isa vertical longitudi-
nal eentral sectional view of the same. Fig.
3 is a vertical cross-sectional view taken in
the plane indicated by the dotted line x 2z of
Fig. 2, and Fig. 4is a perspective view of one
of the knives removed.

Referring by letter to said drawings, A in-
dicates the box or chalk-holder. This box,
which is preferably of rectangular form in
outline, although it may be of any other suit-
able shape, is preferably formed of east-iron
or other metal. We do not, however, wish
to limit ourselves to casting the .box, as it
may, if found desirable, be madeof other ma-
terial than metal, although for the sake of
cheapness and durability as well as attaining
the required weight we prefer to make it of
cast metal. -

B indicates the cover for the box. This
cover is provided with a central aperture a,
which is preferably of rectangunlar elongated
form, although it is obvious that the shape
mightbechanged. In thepresent illustration
of our invention we have shown this cover as
having an aperture «’ through it near oppo-
site ends toreceive vertically-disposed thread-
ed bolts or studs b, rising from the opposite
end walls of the box A, and wing-nuts ¢ are
employed to secure the cover on said bolts or
studs; but there are many ways in which the
cover might be secured to the box, and among
them might be mentioned spring-clamps ar-
ranged at suitable points on the box to catch
over the edges of the cover, or the box might
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have its walls grooved on their inner sides
near the top edgesand the marginal edges of
the cover provided with a tongue to enter
said grooves, so that the cover may slideand
be stopped in itsslidingmovementatone end
of the box by having said end wall higher
than the opposite end wall and grooved tore-
ceive the adjacent end of thecover. Theap-
erture @ in the coveris provided with a top C.
This top, which is also of a rectangular form
in cross-section, has an open bottom, and its
top and end walls are slotted, as shown at d,
the slot being of a flaring form, so as to per-
mit the insertion of a piece of chalk. This
“top is provided at opposite ends with hori-
zontal flanges e, having holes to receive
screws or bolts f, which take into threaded
apertures in the cover B and secure the said
top over the opening ¢ in the cover B. The
inner longitudinal walls of the aperture a are
provided with obliquely - arranged parallel
grooves g for a purpose which will be pres-
ently explained. ]

Dindicates oneof theknives. These knives
are of a form substantially as shown in Fig.
4 of the drawings, being providedin their up-
per central edges with a V .shaped groove A,
having cutting-edges 7, and the lower vertical
edges-are reduced, so as to form a tongue £k,
having shoulders . These knives are placed
in the aperture of the top B,so that the shoul-
ders [ will rest upon the upper longitudinal
walls of said aperture and the tongue & will
project downwardly therefrom, so that the
edges m of said tongue will enter and be firmly
seated in the grooves g. The top C is then
placed over the knives, so as to expose the
cutting-edges thereof in the V-shaped slot d
when said ecoveris secured tothe top B by the
screws or other suitable fastening devices.

‘We haveillustrated ourinvention with five
knives in position, and while it is desirable
that this number be used, yet it is obvious
that we may use more or less.

In operation when itis desirable to sharpen
a piece of chalk it is simply necessary to
place it within the slot of the top C and draw
it on the knives in thedirection of the arrow,
when the dust or powder as it is removed
from the cake or strip will fall through the
interspaces formed by the knives and into the
box beneath.
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Having deseribed our invention, what we-

claim is—

1. A chalk-sharpener comprising a box or’

receptacle, a slotted cover arranged thereon,
5 and a knife or knives having a V-shaped slot

and arranged obliquelyin theslot of the cover ) |

substan’oially as specified.
2. A chalk-sharpener comprising a box or
receptacle having a slotted cover, a knife or
10 knives having a V -shaped slot and fixed
obliquely in the slot of said cover, and a top |
for said knives also having a longitudinal V-
shaped slot, substantially as speelﬁed
3. A chalk-sharpener comprising a box or
13 receptacle, a removable cover having a verti-

cal slot and grooves in its opposite walls, the
knives having the shouldered and reduced
portion adapted to bear in the groove of the
slotted cover and also having a V -shaped slot .
forming cutting-edges, and a cover for said zo
knives having a'lon<ri’rudi11a1 V-shaped slot,
substantlally as speclﬁed

Intestimony whereof we affix our signatur es
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK A. PURCELL.
JOHN MORGAN.
‘Witnesses:
L. M. BECKES,
E. L. GLASS.




