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T'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Smas H. Cross, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento,
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Sheep-
Holding Devices; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the charac-
ters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this application.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for holding sheep while shearing
them, the principal object being to produce a
device by means of which a sheep may be
held perfectly rigid and in such a manner
that there can be but slight movement there-

- of to interfere with the shearing operations.
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Another object of the invention is to so
arrange the sheep-holding parts of the de-
vice that by suitable manipulation of the

same, all parts of the sheep may be sheared.
at one operation and without the necessity

of loosening the sheep to change the secur-

- ing thereof at any time;
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A further object of :the invention is to
produce a simple and inexpensive device,
and yet one which will be exceedingly ef-
fective for the purposes for which it is de-
signed. © Sl

ese objects I accomplish by means of
such structure and relative arrangement of
parts as will fully appear by a perusal of
the following specification and claims.

In the drawings similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in the
several views.

Figure 1 is a perspective elevation of the
device.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary cross section taken
on a line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a top plan view of the automatic
self-locking neck-collar.

Referring now more particularly to the
characters of reference on the drawings, the
numeral 1 denotes a platform or table sub-
stantially central of which and thereunder
is a transverse shaft 2, to which the table
is flexibly mounted so as to be capable of
rocking movement sbout the shaft as an
axis, El%‘rOm the shaft and central thereof
depends a standard 8, turnably mounted in
the intersecting member 4 of the ground-
bearing support 5.

The parts 2 to 5 inclusive are preferably

ordinary pipes and pipe fittings, both' for
cheapness of construction and ease of de-
mountability when desired to store or trans-
port the device.

Removably fastened in horizontal T-
members 6 fixed to the ends of the shaft 2
and beyond the edges of the platform, are
the ends of an arch 7, of circular cross sec-
tion, which extend around one end of the
platform a certain distance therefrom.
This member is positioned substantially
horizontal, and is held “from undesired
movement relative to the platform by means
of side brackets 8 thereon.

Projecting upward from the arch is a
standard 9, on the lower end of which is an
eye 10, which engages the arch and is free to
move lengthwise thereof and to turn on the
same, being held against undesired move-
meat by means of a set screw 11.

In the upper end of the standard a rod
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12 is slidably and turnably mounted, being

controlled by a set screw 13 in the standard.
The upper end of the rod bends horizon-
tally toward the platform as at 122, to which
portion is fixed an automatic self-locking
sgring collar 14, comprising & band 15 rig-
idly fixed to the rod, to.the ends of which
bands are hinged bands 16 and 17 of spring
steel, the band 16 having a plurality of holes
16® therein, and the band 17 having an.out-
wardly turned lip or catch 17+ adapted to
fasten into any of the holes in the band 16.
A stiff band-spring 18 partially surrounds
the bands 16 and 17, being fixed to the rod
12, and having its outer ends fixed to the
said bands, the tension of the spring being
such that the ends thereof tend to separate
from each other and likewise tend to keep
the bands 16 and 17 in open position.
Positioned on each side of the platform 1
and spaced somewhat therefrom are rods 19,

on which slide sleeves 20, on which sleeves’

leg grips or clamps 21 comprising in-
vertegr;rch-shaped members 22, are sw%velly
mounted.
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Caps 23 are hinged to the upper edges of ‘

the arches, and extend thereacross, having
spring-lips 24 adapted to catch in loops 25
on the outside of the arch members.

In operation, the platform 1 is first tilted
so as to be virtually vertical, and a shee% is
backed up thereto. The clamps 21 are then
moved 'to a position to engage the hind legs
of the sheep, which may thus be firmly held
to the platform. The collar holding device
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may then be adjusted to suit the length of
the sheep being handled, and the collar then
encircled about the neck of the sheep and in-
stantly snapped into a locked position, any
effort of the sheep to break from the lock
being unavailing. The platform muy then
be tilted to a horizontal position and the
shearing begun. The sheep, it will thus be
evment is resting on its haunchas, making
the shearlng of the stomach and under por-
tion of the sheep an easy matter. Similarly
the back may be sheared, as there is ample
space between the relatively thin collar sup-
port and the sheep.

To get at any parts of the sheep not avail-
able with the initial position of the sheep
on the device, the member 9 may be moved
around the arch 7, thus altering the position
of the upper p01t10n of the sheep relative to
the platform. The sheep will thus be twisted
somewhat, but not enough to hurt the ani-
mal, as the leg clamps autonmtlc“ll} furn
on the swivel connections with the rods 19.

Should it be desired for the convenience
of the operator, the collar support may also
be swiveled back and forth on the arch
besides being moved lengthwise thereof, in
order to render the sheumfr of certain pol
tions of the sheep an easier task.

From the foregoing descr 1pt1on it will be

readily seen th‘lt T have produced such a
device as substantially fulfils the object of
the invention as set forth herein.

While this specification sets forth in detail
the present and preferred comstruction of
the device still in practice such deviations
from.such detail may be resorted to as do
not form a departure from the spirit of the
invention, as defined by the appended claims.

-Having thus described my invention what
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I claim as new and useful and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent is:—

1. A sheep holding device including =«
platform, a Velmcallv and laterally uhust-
able necl clamp projecting upwardly from
one end of the platform, “and horizontally
positioned leg clamps swivelly mounted on
opposite sides of the platform and arranged
for independent longitudinal movement relu-
tive thereto.

2. A sheep holding device including a
platform, a \eltlcally and laterally xd;mt-
able neck clamp projecting upwardly {rom
one end of the platform, guide members ex-
tending along the sides of the platform, and
horizontal leg clamps swivelly and slidably
mounied on the guides.

3. A sheep- hoJchnw device including a
platfonn, an arch mounted to the sulcs ui‘
the platform and extending horizontally
yond one end thereof, a standard sll(l\i)
and rotatably mounted on the arch, and »
horizontal neck collar adjustably supported
on top of the standard, there being means
for holding the standard at any peint on
the arch and at any angle relative to the
platform.

4. A sheep-holding device inclnding a
platform, and an qd]usi able neck clamyp ad-

Justably mounted to the platform adjacent

one end of the same, stch neck clamp com-
prising a rigid band spring bands hinged
theleto the outer ends of stch bands heing
achpted to overlap and lock with each other
at a plurality of points, and a spring band
secured to the rigid band and to the outer
ends of the hmoved bands and adapted to
normally hold such ends apart,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

SILAS H. CROSS.
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