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Application Februaty 21, 1940, Serial No. 320,126
2 Chaims. (Ol 133—11)

This invention relates to an improved coin
tray which is adapted to accommodate units of
coins, either in a wrapped or unwrapped con-
dition. In order to properly handle coins in
banks or in other financial institutions, it is
often desirable to provide containers for receiv-
ing and holding coins in a face-to-face position.
As a general rule, loose coins are assembled in
units comprising a given number and then
placed on edge in a transverse groove, the length
of which is substantially equal to the combined
thicknesses of the coins in the unit. The num-
ber of coins in a unit is usually such that a per-
son can grasp the end coins and press the same

towards each other with a sufficient presstre to 1

retain all the coins in assembled position, during
the removing or inserting of the coins in the
groove. ' . -

Often units of coins are wrapped - in paper. or
other material. By using a wrapper, it is practi-
cal to place a good many more coins together
because the wrapping holds the coins In position.
In the present instance, it is desirable to place
twice as many coins.in a wrapped unit as are
placed in an unwrapped unit. = ,

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to
provide a coin tray having transyerse grooves in
the bottom in which units of coins are placed,
and a removable longitudinal partition for bisect-
ing the greooves so that two units of unwrapped
coins can be placed in each groove, one on each
side of the partition. By removing the partition,
it is possible to place a long unit of wrapped coins
in each groove. In other words, when the par-
tition is removed, two grooves are merged into
one and therefore, a unit containing twice as
many coins may be placed in each groove merely
by wrapping the coins in a piece of paper to hold
them together. - -

Coin trays as above described are adapted to
be superposed, one upon the other, thereby mak~
ing the contents of the lower trays practically in-
visible from the outside. In order to furnish a
suitable indicating means, which will enable a
person to asceftain whether or not a particular
tray contains wrapped or unwrapped coins, the
partition is allowed to project through the front
end wall of the tray and Bave a special marking
thereon, which when cbserved, will indicate that
each. groove in the tray is divided so that only
short of small units of coins can be placed thére-
in. . On the other hand,. if the partition is re-
moved so that long units of coins can be placed
therein, a hole will appear where the end of the
partition formerly penetrated. :
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Some of the objects of the invention having
been stated, other objects will appear as the de-
scription proceeds, when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which: |

Tigure 1 is a top plan view of a coin tray as-
sembly showing units 'of coins therein and also
showing the removable partition separating the
units of coins in each groove; )

Pigure 2 is an elevation looking af the. right
hand end of Figure 1 showing a plurality of coin
trays superposed one upon the other;

Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional
along the line 3—2 in Figure 2; ] }

Figure 4 is a vertical, transverse sectional view
taken along the line 4—4 in Figure 3; ..

Figure 5 is = ‘plan view similar to Figure 1,
but showing the partition removed and some of
the transverse grooves filled with packages of
wrapped coins; e

Figure 6 is a view looking at the right ‘hand
end of Figure 5 showing the opening through
which the partition is inserted and removed;

Figure 7 is ‘a transverse sectional view taken
glong the line 7—7 in Figure 5; e

Tigure 8 is a plan view of a slightly modified
form of coin tray showing the same filled with
short and long units of coins;

Figure 9 is a longitudinal sectional
along the line 8-—8 in Figure 8. ) L

Referring more specifically to the drawings, the
numeral 18 denotes a rectangular container
which is preferably stamped from a suitable light:
weight materisl such as aluminum and the like.
The bottom of the container has secured thereto

view taken

view taken

5 pair of corrugated plates {1 each of which has

parallel arcuate grooves (2 therein (Figure 5)
of such a radius as to fit the periphery of coins
{4, The plates Ii are so positioned in the conr
tainer that the respective arcuate grooves 12
therein are in alinement with each - other. ‘In

“other words, the centers of the radii of the

alined grooves in each plate lie in the same
straight line. - : S

The plates (! are also positioned within the
container 49 so that a substantial clearance
will be present between their proximate edges
thereby forming a groove 15 in which a partition
16 is adapted to slide. - When this partition is
in an inserted position, the left hand end thereof’
(Figures'1 and 3) is adapted to penetrate a slot-
f1qin an inverted U-shaped member {7 which is
placed at the end of the container. A similar
inverted U-shaped member 18 is provided af the
other end of the container and on the inside
thereof. - These. U-shaped members are secured
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to the end walls by dny suitable means such as
rivets 19 and 20, respectively. The U-shaped
member 18 and the end of the container 10 has a
suitable slot 21 cut therein which will allow the
partition 16 to slide therethrough. It is seen
by observing Figure 3 that this slot has 3 sub-
stantial amount of clearance present between
the upper side of the partition 16 and the upper
vortion of the slot 21. It will also be noted that
the end of the partition 16 has a notch 22 cut
therein, and when the partition is inserted the
maximum amount within the container, the
notch 22 serves to engage the interior of the
right-hand end wall of the container to hold the
‘same in position. When it is desired to remove
the partition it is only necessary to raise the
right-hand projected end of the partition 6 up-
wardly in the slot 2 and then when the notch 22
clears the lower side of the slot 21 in the end
wall, the partition may be moved to the right
and withdrawn from the container. In order to
easily ascertain whether the partition 16 is in-
serted within the container or withdrawn there-
from, it is preferable to paint the end of the
partition as at [6a with a suitable color so as to
make it clearly visible, that is, to form a contrast
between the end of the partition and the end
wall. When these trays are assembled in the
manner shown in Figure 3, almost the entire
upper surface of each of the covered trays is in-
visible thereby making it necessary to look at the
colored ends 18a of the partitions 16 to ascer-
tain whether short units of coins or long units of
coins are disposed in the covered trays.

The inverted U-shaped member I8 has inte-
gral therewith, a suitable corrugated handle 25
which projects over the end wall of the contain-
er and serves as a handle when the container is
moved from place to place. Very often it is
necessary to economize space by superposing one
container upon the other. This may be done
by providing suitable projections 26 on the bot-
tom of each container, said projections being
adapted to fit into cavities 27 which are dis-
posed in the upper side of inverted U-shaped
members 1T and 18 in the container therebelow.

The sidewalls of each container have arcuate
notches 28 cut therein which provide a space
for one’s fingers when engaging the end coins of
a unit. Figure 1 shows the container filled with
unwrapped coins, there being two units of coins
in each groove, one unit on each side of the par-
tition 16. As heretofore stated, it is necessary
to make coins in short units when they are un-
wrapped. If the coins are stacked in extremely
long units, it is difficult to apply enough pres-
sure upon the end coins so as to hold the unit in
position when handling the same.

When it is desired to use a tray for long units
of coins it is preferable to wrap them in a suit-
able covering such as paper. The packages of
wrapped coins are indicated by the reference
character 30 in Pigure 5. Of course when the
long wrapped units of coins are placed in the
container, the partition 16 must be removed
thereby making it possible for the wrapped pack-
ages 39 to extend from one sidewall to the other
of the container. It is to be understood, how-
ever, that short units of wrapped coins might
just as well be placed in the container with the
partition {8 disposed therein, but since a small
number of coins can be handled just as easily
without wrapping it is not often the practice to
do so.

" Figures 8 and 9 show a container 35 of a slight-
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Iy different type, yet the construction is in many
respects similar; consequently like reference
characters will apply to like parts and a descrip-
tion will be made only of the parts of the struc-
ture that differ. This type of coin tray is made
for use where it is desired to place both long
units and short units of coins in the tray at the
same time. In order to accommodate a condition
of this type, a slightly different type of partition
36 is provided. 'This partition does not extend
the entire length of the tray. The right hand
end of this partition has a notch 35¢ which fits
into the slot 21 in the same manner as previous-
1y described in connection with the partition 16.
It is seen that the left hand end of the partition
36 is hollow and has a cavity 38 therein into which
the free end of the leaf spring 39 is adapted to
fit when the partition is inserted the full amount.
The ‘spring 39 is removably secured to the bot-
tom of container 35 by any suitable means such
as screw 39¢. To withdraw this partition and
make all of the grooves in the tray capable of
holding elongated wrapped coin packages, it is
necessary to raise the right hand end of the par-
tition upwardly so that the notch 36 will clear
the lower side of the notch 2t and then the par-
tition is moved to the right.

It is therefore seen that I have provided a coin
tray which is capable of holding either units of
wrapped or unwrapped coins, said tray being
light-weight in construction, stream-lined in ef-
fect, economical to manfacture, efficient in oper-
ation, and so constructed as to be capable of be-
ing superposed one upon the other to conserve
office space. I have also provided a tray having
a dual function of containing both elongated units
of coins and short units of coins. This tray is
convertible so as to be capable of being used en-
tirely as a short unit coin tray or as a long unit
coin tray.

In the drawings and specification, there has
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the
invention, and although specific terms are em-
ployed, they are used in a generic and descrip-
tive sense only and not for purposes of limitation,
the scope of the invention being set forth in the
appended claims.

I claim:

1. A rectangular coin tray having a bottom
and side walls and end walls stamped from one
piece of metal, an inverted U-shaped member
disposed at each end of the tray and having one
leg thereof fitting flush against the end wall and
secured thereto, a pair of corrugated metallic
false bottom members secured to the bottom of
the tray and providing alined transverse grooves
for the reception of coins, said bottom members
being spaced from each other to provide a lon-
gitudinally disposed groove, the U-shaped mem-
bers and one of the end walls having a hole co-
inciding with said groove but having its bottom
portion disposed above the bottom of the groove,
an elongated member adapted to fit into said
groove and to project above the highest points of
the corrugated false bottom members, the holes
in the U-shaped members and the end wall being
of substantially greater height than the height
of the elongated member, said elongated mem-
ber having a shoulder on its lower surface ad-
jacent the end thereof disposed adjacent the hole
in the end wall so that the elongated member
can be removed from its groove after it is lifted
to cause its shoulder to clear the end wall de-
fining the lower portion of the hole in the end
wall,
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2. A rectangular coin tray having a bottom and
sidewalls, a pair of corrugated metallic false
bottom members disposed in the hottom of the
trays to provide transverse grooves for the re-
ception of coins, said false bottom members be-
ing spaced from each other to form a longitudi-
nally disposed slot, a partition member remov-
ably disposed in said slot, horizontal  planular
portions disposed at each end of the tray and in

substantially the same horizontal plane as the
top edges of the end walls and side walls, ver-
tically disposed walls extending from the proxi-
mate edges of the planular portions to the bot-
tom of the tray and against which the ends of
false bottom members fit, one of the planular
portions having a lip extending from one end of
the tray and serving as a handle.
WILLTAM N. STOKES.




