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UNTTED STATEs PATENT OFFICE? 

MARY E,HALL,OF NEV HAVEN,CONNECTICUT,ASSIGNOROF ONE-HALF 
TO HENRY H.TODD?OF SAME PTACE. 

CORSET? 

SPECTFICATIONforming part of Letters Patent No.555,157, dated February25,1896. 
Appicationfed November7,1895,8edalNo,568194,(Nomodel) 

To aZZzb/on??712/z/co72ce772? 
Beit known that I,AIARY E. HALL,aciti 

Zen of the United States of America,anda residentofthecityandcountyofNew?aven, 
intheState Of Connecticut,haveinventeda newandusefulImprovementinCorsets,fully 
describedandsetforthinthefolowingspeci 
fication,takenin connection with the draw 
ings,which forma?artthereof,andin which 
Similarlettersofreferencerepresentlikeparts 
in allthefigures? 
Figure1isaninsideviewin perspectiveof 

a corsetembodyingthisinvention,Fig.2is 
anoutside perspectiveviewofthebreast por 
tion Ofthe Corset. Fig.3isa detail perspec 
tive View,Dartly broken away,of the dress 
guard,Fig.4 isa detail perspective view, 
?artly broken away,ofthe former. 
Thisinvention relatestocorsets,and has 

forits Object the production of a corset the 
Dreast portion of which wil be uniformly 
roundedandgracefulwithoutrelationtothe 
fgure ofthe wearer?Toaccomplishthis re 
Sulta dress-guard,the edges of which are 
curved outwardly,with a resilientstifener 
nearitsupperedge,issecured tothe upper 
edge ofthe corsetand extendsfrom the fap 
of thecorsetto apoint well Underthearm 
Dit thereof,This,with anotherfeature of 
nyinvention,Consisting of a Supplemental 
Dieceknownasthe“former,”attached tothe 
innerside of the breast portion andextend 
ing horizontalytherein,overcomesthesink 
ingin of the dress and givestothedressa 
ünifornly-roundedandgracefulappearance… 
Inthe drawings the corset-body is repre 

sented bythe letter A,and the upperedge 
thereof by d,In the upper edgeastrip of 
bone orsteelorothersuitable materiald/ex 
tends horizontalyfrom the front of the cor 
Settothe part thatfitsunderthearm ofthe wearer?Tothisstripisattachedtheformer 
B,whichis of clothorother material,theup 
perandloweredgesof whicharecurvedand 
meetatthe points band b'?Theloweredge 
isformed witha pocket c forastrip of bone 
orsteelC,Fig.4,andthe upperedge,G',isse 
curedtotheedged ofthecorset,andtheend b 
nearthe front ofthecorset,thewholeformer 
extending horizontalyacrossthe breast por 
tio??Bythisarrängemento?the?rpsg/ 
andCtheportion ofthecorSet belowtheStrip 
c/isrounded out,asshown in Fig,2,even 

wherethe fgure ofthewearernaturalydoes 
nottendtoaccomplishthisresult,ThedreSS 
guard Dissecuredtothe upperedge,a,of 
the corset,extending horizontalyfrom the 
front fapo°of the corset to the armpit a", 
slightlybeyondthe endofthestrip o/?The 
upper edge of the dress-guard Discurved 
outwardly,withapocketd forastripof bone 
orsteeld neartheedge,andtheloweredge 
isbutslightlycurved,88shown,Thelower 
edge,d°,being afixed tothe Upperedge,d, 
of the corset,theguardis roundedover,as 
shownin Fig.2,andwith the corset presents 
aroundedappearanceand preventsthedreSS 
ofthewearerfromSinkingin,aSStatedabove. 
In Fig.3the steel or bone stifenerc/is 

showninvertedintheloweredgeofthedress 
guard;butobviouslywhenthe partsarese 
curedtogetherthe position ofthestifeneris 
on the upperedge ofthe corset proper, 
IIayingnowfulydesCribed myinvention, 

what?desiretosecure byLetters Patentis? 
1.The combination in a corset,with the 

breast portion thereof;ofaformer extend 
ingacrosstheinside of Said breast portion, 
and Secured to the upper edge thereof;a 
dress-guard havingitsloweredge SeCuredto 
the upperedge OfSaid corSet,andextending 
from the fap of the corset to the armpit 
thereof;the upper and lower edges of Said 
former and dress-guard being Curved Out 
wardly;the upperedge of the corset proper 
and loweredgeoftheformer beingprovided 
witharesilient Stifener. 
2.The combination in a corset,withthe 

breast portionthereof;adress-guard having 
its lower edge Secured tothe upperedge of 
Said Corset,and extending from theflap Of 
the corsettothe armpitthereof;the upper 
and lower edges of Said dress-guard being 
curvedoutwardly;andtheUpperedgesofthe 
dress-guardandCorset properbeingDroyided 
witharesilientstifener,substantiallyasde 
SCribed? 
In witness whereof I have hereuntoSet my 

hand,at New Haven,inthe county of New 
Haven,State of Connecticut,this5th day of 
November,1895? 

MARY E,HALL, 
Vitnesses: 

F.PHILTPFARNSWORTH, 
GEORGE V. ROBIN8ON? 

55 

75 


