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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that 1, Mary B, HALL, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of the city and county of New Haven,
in the State of Connecticut, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Corsets, fully
described and set forth in the following speci-
fication, taken in connection with the draw-
ings,which form a part thereof, and in which
similarletters of reference representlike parts
in all the figures.

Figure1lis an inside view in perspective of
a corset embodying this invention. Fig.2is
an outside perspective view of the breast por-
tion of the corset. Fig.3is a detail perspec-
tive view, partly broken away, of the dress-
guard. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view,
partly broken away, of the former.

This invention relates to corsets, and has
for its object the production of a corset the
breast portion of which will be uniformly
rounded and graceful without relation to the
figure of the wearer. To accomplish this re-
sult a dress-guard, the edges of which are
curved outwardly, with a resilient stiffener
near its upper edge, is secured to the upper
edge of the corset and extends from the flap
of the corset to a point well under the arm-
pit thereof. This, with another feature of
my invention, consisting of a supplemental
piece known as the ““ former,” attached to the
inner side of the breast portion and extend-
ing horizontally therein, overcomes the sink-
ing in of the dress and gives to the dress a
miformly-rounded and graceful appearance.

In the drawings the corset-body is repre-
sented Dy the letter A, and the upper edge
thereof by . In the upper edge a strip of
bone or steel or other suitable material ¢ ex-
tends horizontally from the front of the cor-
set to the part that fits under the arm of the
wearer. To this strip is attached the former
B3,which is of cloth or other material; the up-
per and lower edges of which are curved and
meet at the points b and b". The lower edge
is formed with a pocket ¢ for a strip of bone
or steel C, Fig. 4, and the upper edge, ¢, is se-
cured tothe edge « of the corset, andtheend b
near the front of the corset, the whole former
extending horizontally across the breast por-
tion. By this arrangement of the strips o'

and C the portion of the corset below the strip
a' is rounded out, as shown in Fig. 2, even

where the figure of the wearer naturally does
not tend to accomplish this result. The dress-
guard D is secured to the upper edge, a, of
the corset, extending horizontally from the
front flap o® of the corset to the armpit ¢,
slightly beyond the end of the strip o’. The
upper edge of the dress-guard D is curved
outwardly,with a pocket d for a strip of bone
or steel d' near the edge, and the lower edge
is but slightly eurved, as shown. The lower
edge, @?, being affixed to the upper edge, a,
of the corset, the guard is rounded over, as
shown in Fig. 2, and with the corset presents
arounded appearance and prevents the dress
of the wearer from sinking in, as stated above.

In Fig. 5 the steel or bone stiffener ¢’ is
shown inverted in the lower edge of the dress-
guard; but obviously when the parts are se-
cured together the position of the stiffener is
on the upper edge of the corset proper.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I desire tosecure by Letters Patent is—

1. The combination in a corset, with the
breast portion thereof; of a former extend-
ing across the inside of said breast portion,
and secured to the upper edge thereof; a
dress-guard having its lower edge secured to
the upper edge of said corset, and extending
from the flap of the corset to the armpit
thereof; the upper and lower edges of said
former and dress-guard being curved out-
wardly; the upper edge of the corset proper
and lower edge of the former being provided
with a resilient stiffener.

2. The combination in a corset, with the
breast portion thereof; a dress-guard having
its lower edge secured to the upper edge of
said corset, and extending from the flap of
the corset to the armpit thereof; the upper
and lower edges of said dress-guard being
curved outwardly; and the upper edges of the
dress-guard and corset proper being provided
with a resilient stiffener, substantially as de-
scribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, at New Haven, in the county of New
Haven, State of Connecticut, this 5th day of
November, 1895.

MARY E. HALL.

Witnesses:
F. PHILIP FARNSWORTH,
GEORGE Y. ROBINSON.
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