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Specification forming part of Lettérs Patent No. 119,400, dated September 26, 1871,

To all whom it nay concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiam H. PENROSE,
of Fort Lyon, in the gounty of Bent, in.the Ter-
ritory of Colorado, have invented certain Im-
provements in Soldiers’ Equipments; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a tull clear,
and exact description of the s same, reference be.
ing had to the accompanying drawing forming
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view “of the
supporting apparatus, and Figs. 2, 3,-4, and 5
the adjustable connecting-straps adapted to a
canteen, haversack, knapsack, and cartridge-box
or pouch respectlvelv

Similar letters of reference in the accompany-
ing drawing indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to the means employed
for supporting a soldier’s canteen, haversack,
knapsack, cartridge-pouch, blanket; over eoat
and other equipments, and has for 1ts object to

. relieve the soldier of the pressure across his
chest, in the arm-pits, and around the abdomen,
and %o distribute the necessary weights more
equably-and in such a way as to interfere the
least with the full and free exercise of the func-
‘tions of the body.  To this end it consists in the
.combination of the supporting apparatus, repre-
sented in Fig. 1, with the adjustable connecting-
straps or slings for the various equipments rep-
resented in Figs. 2,3, 4, and 5, as I will now pro-
ceed to describe.

The supporting apparatus consists of a waist-
belt, C, and a bifurcated yoke, A B B/ D, the two
front ends of which extend down through loops
¢ ¢, attached to the waist-belt, and thence back
upwaxd behind the front part ot the strap a suf-
ficient distance to enable them to adjust the belt
higher or lower by means of hooks b b. The
yoke extends down behind in curved lines to the
middle of the wearer’s back, where the two parts
unite at D and support a rmg, E, which is con-
nected to a loop, ¢% by means of a strap, F. The
loops ¢ ¢t ¢® are attaclied to the waist-belt by
means of straps G, the rear strap and one of the
front ones being movable and the other station-
ary. -Hach shoulder-strap or brace B B/ is pro-

vided with a half-ring or button,e ¢. The slmgs
by which the canteen, havelsack &e., are con-
nected to the supporting apparatus cons1st of
leather straps L, provided with §pring-hooks d d
and adjusting- bu(,kles J/, as fully shown in the

several figures, numbered 2, 3, 4, and 5 )

-In applying the supportmg appamtus uneclasp
the waist-belt plate; place the yoke upon the
shoulders by passing the left arm through the
left brace B; then the right arm through the
brace B/; take care that the yoke A rests well
upon the neck ; hook the waist-belt plate; slide
the movable loop ¢ equidistant with the other
from the belt-plate; slide the loop ¢ to the cen-
ter of the Dback, and adjust the length of the
shoulder-braces B B’ by the hooks b b.

In putting on the canteen K and clothes-hav- .
ersack J attach one of the hooks d to the ring
I ; then bring the other end to the front and at-
tach its hook d to the half-ring e on the shoulder-
brace B, and adjust the length of the straps L
by the buckles f to suit the person.

Inputting on the cartridge-pouch H and ration-
haversack I connect one of the hooks d to ring
E; bringthe other end to the front, and connect
the hook d to the halfring e on the shoulder
brace B'. .

The application of the improved devices to
other articles of a soldier’s equipment will be
understood without further description.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new therein, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The adj ustable bifurcated yoke, combined with
a waist-belt to support the necessary equipments
from the breast and back of the wearer in the
mannerdescribed, each equipment being attached
by a strap, L, with suitable connections from
the front and Iear of said yoke, for the purpose
specified.

This specification signed by me this 19th day
of January, 1871.

' WILLIAM H. PENROSE.
‘Witnesses:
ALFRED A. WOODHULL,
SAML F. HATCoH.
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