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To all, whom it may concern. Y 
Be it known that I, EMIL REISKY, of Roch 

ester, in the county of Monroe and State of 
New York, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Game Apparatus; and 
Ido hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref. 
erence being had to the drawings accompany ing this specification. 
My improvement relates to an apparatus in 

Which a ball rolling up an incline strikes a 
pivoted pawl and releases a ratchet that car 
ries a Weighted pointer, the latterfalling over 
a Scale, the degree to which it falls on the 
Scale indicating the number of points scored. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and arrangement of parts hereinafter de 
Scribed and claimed. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of the apparatus. Fig. 2 is a front ele 
Vation of the ratchet, pointer, and pawl. Fig. 
3 is a diagram showing a cross-section of the 
ratchet and a plan view of the pawl engaging therewith. 
A indicates the ratchet, consisting of a disk pivoted centrally to a wall and provided on 

its lower edge with a set of ratchet-teeth a a. 
B is the pointer, attached to the ratchet 

and turning with it. Preferably it is attached, 
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as shown in the drawings, sliding freely 
through a hole made in the ratchet and held at 
any adjustment by a set-screw c. The pointer 
consists of an arm whose outer end is so much 
heavier than the inner end that it will fall 
and cause the ratchet to turn when the latter 
is free. The outer end of the pointer moves 
oyer a scaled, (marked with a series of gradu ally- decreasing numbers, as shown at the 
left in Fig. 2.) In its highest position itstands 
one point above the highest number, and in 
this position it is set for commencing the galme. 
C is the pawl, consisting of a bent arm 

hinged at f to the wall. The upper end is 
provided with a detent g, which engages with 
the ratchet-teeth ct, while the lower end is 
broadened and stands in position to be struck by the ball. 
h is a cord attached to the lower part of 5o the pawl, thence extending up over a pulley 

i and provided with a weight k. The tend 
ency of the cord is to hold the pawl in en 
gagement with the ratchet and prevent the 
latter from turning; but when the pawl is 
struck by the ball the pawl is momentarily 
disengaged, allowing the ratchet to turn. 

l is a buffer against which the lower end of 
the pawl strikes to break the shock. 
D is an inclined trough or way on which 

rolls the ball n by which the pawl is oper 
ated. The end next to the pawl is inclined, 
as shown, so that the ball has to ascend. 

in is a light cord attached at one end to the 
rear end of the pointer, the other end extend 
ing down around a pulley O and thence along 
the trough through eyes p p or around pull 
leys to the farther end of the trough from 
which the ball is rolled. 
The operation is as follows: The ball is 

rolled along the trough and up the incline 
and strikes the pawl, thus releasing the ratchet 
and allowing the pointer to fall. The degree 
to which the pointer falls on the scale de 
pends upon the force with which the pawl is 
struck. A light blow will register the high 
est number, and the operator exercises his 
skill to give just such impetus to the ball as 
will cause it to just touch and release the 
pawl. The cord extending to the point from 
which the ball is rolled enables the operator 
to reset the ratchet without going to that end 
of the line. It will be seen that the ball after 
striking the pawl rolls back of its own voli 
tion to the point of starting. Preferably the 
trough is provided with a reverse incline at 
the starting-point, as shown at the left in Fig. 
1, by which the momentum of the ball in re 
turning is retarded. By the means above de 
scribed the ball is returned and the ratchet 
reset without the necessity of leaving the 
point from which the ball is rolled. 
This apparatus may be made of large size, 

adapted to bowling-alleys, or small size, to fit a parlor-table. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination of the ratchet A, pro 

vided with the teeth a C, the pointerB, attached 
to the ratchet, the hinged pawl C, provided 
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with a detent that engages with the ratchet 
teeth, the weighted cord h, connected with the 
pawl, and the trough D, leading to the pawl, 
as and for the purpose specified. 

2. The combination of the ratchet A, pro 
vided with the teetha a, the pointer B, attached 
to the ratchet, the hinged pawl C, engaging 
with the ratchet-teeth, the weighted cord h, 
connected with the pawl, the trough D, lead 

Io ing to the pawl, and the cord n, attached to 

the pointer and extending backward to the 
point from which the ball is rolled, as and for 
the purpose specified. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name in the presence of two subscribing I5 
witnesses. EMII, REISKY. 

Witnesses: 
R. F. OSGOOD, 
CHAS. A. WIDENER. 

  


