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1
HAIR ACCESSORY

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to the field of cosmetol-
ogy and more specifically to a hair accessory.

BACKGROUND

Traditionally, a person (such as a woman, or any other
person) may have created a pony tail with her hair by
gathering the hair at a location near the scalp, and securing
the gathered hair with a hair band. Furthermore, the person
may also (or alternatively) have used various traditional
devices to help create a different style of a pony tail (or to
create a more secure pony tail). Such traditional methods
(and/or devices) for creating a pony tail, however, may be
deficient.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a hair accessory includes
a base and a curved hollow tube coupled to the base. The
base is configured to be positioned against a head of a
person. The curved hollow tube is configured to provide
structural support to a portion of hair of the person gathered
around the curved hollow tube. The curved hollow tube has
a first end that is coupled directly to the base and a second
end distally located from the base. The curved hollow tube
includes a plurality of ridges positioned along a length of the
curved hollow tube. Each of the plurality of ridges extends
along a perimeter of the curved hollow tube.

Certain embodiments of the disclosure may provide one
or more technical advantages. For example, as illustrated,
the hair accessory may include a hollow tube that may be
curved and that may include a plurality of ridges positioned
along the length of the hollow tube. In particular embodi-
ments, by being curved, the hollow tube may have a shape
that is more consistent with a natural pony tail, for example.
As such, the hollow tube may be capable of providing the
person with a thicker pony tail, but the pony tail may still
look natural. Furthermore, in particular embodiments, the
curved shape of the hollow tube may more easily hide the
hair accessory inside of the person’s hair, which may prevent
the hair accessory from being visible to other people.
Additionally, the curved hollow tube may further include a
plurality of ridges positioned along the length of the curved
hollow tube. In particular embodiments, the ridges may
allow a hair band to securely bind (or otherwise couple) the
person’s hair to the curved hollow tube, thereby providing
the person with a thicker pony tail that may still look natural
and that may remain in place, for example.

As another example, the hollow tube may further include
a top exterior surface that is coupled to the base at an angle
of 60 degrees, or approximately 60 degrees. In particular
embodiments, such an angle may further allow the person’s
pony tail to have a more natural volumized appearance. As
a further example, the hollow tube may further be made of
two different materials. In particular embodiments, the mate-
rial difference along the length of the hollow tube may allow
the hollow tube to be more flexible. As such, the hollow tube
may more easily bend, which may allow the person wearing
the hair accessory to more comfortably lie down, sit against
a chair that presses against the hair accessory, or otherwise
put pressure on the hollow tube. As another example, the
base of the hair accessory may also be curved. In particular
embodiments, the curved base may more accurately fit
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against the shape of a person’s head, thereby causing the hair
accessory to be more comfortable to wear by the person, for
example.

Certain embodiments of the disclosure may include none,
some, or all of the above technical advantages. One or more
other technical advantages may be readily apparent to one
skilled in the art from the figures, descriptions, and claims
included herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure and its features and advantages, reference is now made
to the following description, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1a-1c¢ illustrate an example hair accessory;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the hair accessory of FIG.
1 being used by a person;

FIG. 3 illustrates another example of a hair accessory;

FIG. 4 illustrates a further example of a hair accessory;
and

FIG. 5 illustrates an example method of using a hair
accessory.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are best under-
stood by referring to FIGS. 1-5 of the drawings, like
numerals being used for like and corresponding parts of the
various drawings.

FIGS. 1la-1c¢ illustrate an example hair accessory. As
illustrated, the hair accessory 10 includes a base 14 and a
hollow tube 26 coupled to the base 14. The hollow tube 26
may be configured to provide structural support to a portion
of a person’s hair. For example, the hollow tube 26 may be
configured to provide structural support to a person’s pony
tail. The hollow tube 26 may be curved, and may include a
plurality of ridges 50 positioned along the length 36 of the
hollow tube 26. In particular embodiments, the hair acces-
sory 10 may be used by a person to create a particular hair
style (such as a pony tail). For example, a portion of the
person’s hair may be lifted up, the base 14 of the hair
accessory 10 may be positioned against the head of the
person, the person’s hair may be gathered around the hollow
tube 26 of the hair accessory 10, a hair band may be
positioned around the gathered hair and the hollow tube 26
(coupling the gathered hair to the hollow tube 26), and the
hair may then be released—creating a pony tail, for
example, for the person.

Traditionally, a person (such as a woman, or any other
person) may have created a pony tail with her hair by
gathering the hair at a location near the scalp, and securing
the gathered hair with a hair band. Furthermore, the person
may also (or alternatively) have used various traditional
devices to help create a different style of a pony tail (or to
create a more secure pony tail). Such traditional methods
(and/or devices) for creating a pony tail, however, may be
deficient. Contrary to such typical deficiencies, the hair
accessory 10 may provide one or more advantages. For
example, as illustrated, the hair accessory 10 may include a
hollow tube 26 that may be curved and that may include a
plurality of ridges 50 positioned along the length 36 of the
hollow tube 26. In particular embodiments, by being curved,
the hollow tube 26 may have a shape that is more consistent
with a natural pony tail, for example. As such, the hollow
tube 26 may be capable of providing the person with a
thicker pony tail, but the pony tail may still look natural.
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Furthermore, in particular embodiments, the curved shape of
the hollow tube 26 may more easily hide the hair accessory
10 inside of the person’s hair, which may prevent the hair
accessory 10 from being visible to other people. Addition-
ally, the curved hollow tube 26 may further include a
plurality of ridges 50 positioned along the length 36 of the
curved hollow tube 26. In particular embodiments, the
ridges 50 may allow a hair band to securely bind (or
otherwise couple) the person’s hair to the curved hollow
tube 26, thereby providing the person with a thicker pony
tail that may still look natural and that may remain in place,
for example.

As another example, the hollow tube 26 may further
include a top exterior surface 42 that is coupled to the base
14 at an angle (such as angle 44a) of 60 degrees, or
approximately 60 degrees. In particular embodiments, such
an angle may further allow the person’s pony tail to have a
more natural volumized appearance. The hollow tube 26
may further be made of two different materials. In particular
embodiments, the material difference along the length 36 of
the hollow tube 26 may allow the hollow tube 26 to be more
flexible. As such, the hollow tube 26 may more easily bend,
which may allow the person wearing the hair accessory 10
to more comfortably lie down, sit against a chair that presses
against the hair accessory 10, or otherwise put pressure on
the hollow tube 26. The base 14 of the hair accessory 10 may
also be curved. In particular embodiments, the curved base
14 may more accurately fit against the shape of a person’s
head, thereby causing the hair accessory 10 to be more
comfortable to wear by the person, for example.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1a-1c, the hair accessory device 10
includes a base 14 and a hollow tube 26 coupled to the base
14. The base 14 may be configured to be positioned against
the head of a person using the hair accessory device 10. The
person (such as a woman, or any other person) using the hair
accessory device 10 may position the base 14 against her
head (such as against the back of her head) when the person
is using the hair accessory device 10 to create a pony tail
with her hair. An example of the base 14 positioned against
the head of a person is illustrated in FIG. 2. The base 14 may
be positioned against the head of the person in any manner.
For example, a portion of the person’s hair may be lifted up,
and the base 14 may be positioned against the person’s head
in a location underneath the lifted hair. The base 14 may be
positioned directly against the scalp of the person’s head,
may be positioned against a portion of the person’s hair
(such as an amount of hair remaining after a portion of the
hair has been lifted up), or any combination of the preceding.
The base 14 may be positioned at any location on the
person’s head. For example, the base 14 may be positioned
near the top of the person’s head (to create a higher pony tail,
for example), near the bottom of the person’s head (to create
a lower pony tail, for example), at a location that is off-
center from the center of the person’s head (to create a pony
tail to the left or right of center of the person’s head, for
example, or to create multiple pony tails or pig tails on each
side of the center of the person’s head, for example).

The base 14 may include a back surface 18 and a front
surface 22. The back surface 18 may be configured to face
towards the head of the person when the base 14 is posi-
tioned against the head of the person. Furthermore, the front
surface 22 may be configured to face away from the head of
the person when the base 14 is positioned against the head
of the person.

The base 14 may have any shape for being positioned
against the head of the person. For example, the base 14 may
be flat, as is illustrated in FIG. 4. As another example, the
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base 14 may be curved, as is illustrated in FIG. 1a. When the
base 14 is curved, the base 14 may have a radius of curvature
25 of for example, 35 mm, or approximately 35 mm (i.e., 35
mm+/-5 mm. Furthermore, when the base 14 is curved, the
back surface 18 may be a concave surface that curves inward
(e.g., curves inward like the interior of a circle), in particular
embodiments. The back surface 18 may curve inward along
the entire perimeter of the base (e.g., similar to a bowl, as is
seen in FIG. 1a), or the back surface 18 may curve inward
along only a portion of the perimeter of the base 14 (such as
at a top portion of the perimeter of the base 14 and/or a
bottom portion of the perimeter of the base 14). Additionally,
when the base 14 is curved, the front surface 22 may be a
convex surface that curves outward (e.g., curves outward
like the exterior of a circle), or the front surface 22 may be
a flat surface or any other shaped surface.

In particular embodiments, the curved base 14 may more
accurately fit a person’s head. For example, the back of a
person’s head may have a curvature. As such, the curved
base 14 may more accurately fit against the curvature of the
person’s head. In particular embodiments, such a fit may
cause the hair accessory 10 to be more comfortable to wear
by the person, for example. In contrast to the curved base 14
of the hair accessory 10, traditional devices may have a flat
base that may need to be positioned awkwardly against the
curvature of the person’s head, causing the traditional device
to be uncomfortable to wear and to possibly shift back and
forth against the curvature of the person’s head.

The base 14 may have any perimeter shape. For example,
the base 14 may have a circular perimeter shape, an oval
perimeter shape, a square perimeter shape, a diamond perim-
eter shape, an irregular perimeter shape, or any combination
of the preceding. The perimeter shape of base 14 may be
solid, or it may have one or more gaps (such as gap 24
illustrated in FIGS. 1a and 1¢). The base 14 may have any
size (diameter, thickness, etc.). For example, the base 14
may have a base diameter 23 (e.g., the diameter between gap
24 and the perimeter of the base 14) of, for example, 0.5
inches, or approximately 0.5 inches (i.e., 0.5 inches+/-0.2
inches). As another example, the base 14 may have a base
thickness 27 of, for example, 2 mm, or approximately 2 mm
(ie., 2 mm+/~1 mm). Furthermore, when the base 14
includes one or more gaps (such as gap 24 illustrated in
FIGS. 1a and 1c¢), the gap may have a gap diameter 31 of,
for example, 19 mm, or approximately 19 mm (i.e., 19
mm+/-5 mm). Also, when the base 14 includes one or more
gaps (such as gap 24 illustrated in FIGS. 1a and 1c¢), the gap
may be positioned in the center of base 14, or may be
positioned off-center in the base 14. The base 14 may be
formed from any material. For example, the base 14 may be
formed from silicone, thermal silicone, a silicone-based
material, rubber, plastic, or any combination of the preced-
ing. The base 14 may also be any color. For example, the
base 14 may be black, brown, yellow, blonde, gray, charcoal,
speckled, clear (or transparent), any other color, or any
combination of the preceding.

The hair accessory device 10 further includes a hollow
tube 26 coupled to the base 14. The hollow tube 26 may be
configured to provide structural support to a person’s hair
when the hair is gathered around the hollow tube 26.
Structural support of a person’s hair may refer to any kind
of structural support for the person’s hair. For example,
structural support for the person’s hair may refer to the
hollow tube 26 providing a shape to the person’s hair, such
as providing a curving shape for the person’s pony tail. As
another example, structural support for the person’s hair
may refer to the hollow tube 26 providing a stem (or other
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protrusion) around which the person’s hair may be gathered,
thereby providing a thicker (or fuller) pony tail that sur-
rounds the stem, for example.

The hollow tube 26 may include a first end 30 that that is
coupled directly to the base 14, and a second end 34 distally
located from the base 14. Additionally, the distance between
the first end 30 and the second end 34 may be defined by a
length 36 of the hollow tube 26. The hollow tube 26 may
further include a top exterior surface 42 and a bottom
exterior surface 46. The top exterior surface 42 may be
configured to face at least partially in the upward direction
(e.g., towards the sky) when the hair accessory 10 is worn
by the person. Additionally, the bottom exterior surface 46
may be configured to face at least partially in the downward
direction (e.g., towards the ground) when the hair accessory
10 is worn by the person.

The hollow tube 26 may be coupled to the base 14 in any
manner. As an example, the hollow tube 26 may be formed
integral with the base 14. As another example, the hollow
tube 26 may be attached to the base 14 after formation using,
for example, an epoxy. Furthermore, the hollow tube 26 may
be coupled to the base 14 at any angle. As one example, the
top exterior surface 42 of the hollow tube 26 may be coupled
to the base 14 at an angle (shown as angle 44a) of 60
degrees, or approximately 60 degrees (i.e., 60 degrees+/-10
degrees), and/or the bottom exterior surface 46 of the hollow
tube 26 may be coupled to the base 14 at an angle (shown
as angle 44b) of 120 degrees, or approximately 120 degrees
(i.e., 120 degrees+/-10 degrees), as is illustrated in FIG. 1a.
As a further example, the top exterior surface 42 of the
hollow tube 26 may be coupled to the base 14 at an angle
(shown as angle 44a) of 85 degrees, or approximately 85
degrees (i.e., 85 degrees+/-10 degrees), and/or the bottom
exterior surface 46 of the hollow tube 26 may be coupled to
the base at an angle (shown as angle 445) of 95 degrees, or
approximately 95 degrees (i.e., 95 degrees+/-10 degrees).
As another example, the top exterior surface 42 of the
hollow tube 26 may be coupled to the base 14 at an angle
(shown as angle 44a) of 70 degrees, or approximately 70
degrees (i.e., 70 degrees+/-10 degrees), and/or the bottom
exterior surface 46 of the hollow tube 26 may be coupled to
the base 14 at an angle (shown as angle 445) of 110 degrees,
or approximately 110 degrees (i.e., 110 degrees+/-10
degrees). As a further example, the top exterior surface 42 of
the hollow tube 26 may be coupled to the base 14 at an angle
(shown as angle 44a) of 60-85 degrees, and/or the bottom
exterior surface 46 of the hollow tube 26 may be coupled to
the base 14 at an angle (shown as angle 4456) of 95-120
degrees. In such examples, the angle 44a (and/or the angle
44b) may cause the person’s pony tail (created using the hair
accessory 10) to have a more natural volumized appearance,
in particular embodiments. In contrast to the angle 44a of,
for example, 60 degrees (or one or more of the other angles
44a discussed above) of the hair accessory device 10,
traditional devices may have a stem that is coupled to the
base at an angle of 120 degrees, causing the person’s pony
tail to be forced into a non-natural downward droop.

The hollow tube 26 may have any shape for providing
structural support to a person’s hair when the hair is gathered
around the hollow tube 26. For example, the hollow tube 26
may be straight, as is illustrated in FIG. 3. As another
example, the hollow tube 26 may be curved, as is illustrated
in FIG. 1a. When the hollow tube 26 is curved, the hollow
tube 26 may have a radius of curvature 55 of, for example,
40 mm, or approximately 40 mm (i.e., 40 mm+/-4 degrees).
Furthermore, when the hollow tube 26 is curved, the cur-
vature of the hollow tube 26 may be defined by an arc 57 of
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any size. For example, the curvature of the hollow tube 26
may be defined by an arc 57 of 45-90 degrees, 50-90
degrees, 60-90 degrees, 70-90 degrees, 80-90 degrees, 45-85
degrees, 45-80 degrees, 45-70 degrees, 45-60 degrees, or by
an arc 57 of any other size. In particular embodiments, by
being curved, the hollow tube 26 may have a shape that is
more consistent with a natural pony tail, for example. As
such, the hollow tube 26 may be capable of providing the
person with a thicker pony tail, but the pony tail may still
look natural. Furthermore, in particular embodiments, the
curved shape of the hollow tube 26 may more easily hide the
hair accessory 10 inside of the person’s hair, which may
prevent the hair accessory 10 from being visible to other
people. In contrast to the curved shape of the hollow tube 26
of the hair accessory 10, traditional devices may have a
straight stem that is coupled to the base at a large angle, such
as 120 degrees. This straight stem of traditional devices may
cause the stem to stick out from the person’s hair, causing
the traditional device to be visible to other people. Addi-
tionally, such a straight stem of traditional devices may
prevent the pony tail from having a natural look.

In particular embodiments, the curvature of hollow tube
26 may cause the hollow tube 26 to curve at least partially
in an upward direction (e.g., toward the sky) along a first
portion of the length 36 of the hollow tube 26, as is
illustrated in FIGS. 1a and 2 by the portion of hollow tube
26 located adjacent first end 30. In particular embodiments,
the curvature of the hollow tube 26 may also (or alterna-
tively) cause the hollow tube 26 to curve at least partially in
a downward direction (e.g., towards the ground) along a
second portion of the length 36 of the hollow tube 26, as is
illustrated in FIGS. 1a and 2 by the portion of hollow tube
26 located adjacent second end 34. In particular embodi-
ments, such a curvature may allow the hollow tube 26 to
provide a person with a more natural looking pony tail, for
example.

The hollow tube 26 may include one or more ridges 50.
Aridge 50 may be a protrusion from the hollow tube 26, and
may be configured to allow a hair band (or other attachment
device) to securely bind (or otherwise couple) the person’s
hair to the hollow tube 26. For example, after the person’s
hair is gathered around the hollow tube 26, a hair band (or
other attachment device) may be positioned around the hair
and the hollow tube 26. In particular embodiments, the hair
band (or other attachment device) may be positioned around
the hollow tube 26 in a location between two successive
ridges 50. The two successive ridges 50 may protrude from
the hollow tube 26, securing the hair band (or other attach-
ment device) between the gap between the successive ridges
50, thereby preventing the hair band from slipping off (or
moving to a different location on) the hollow tube 26. As
such, the pony tail made using the hollow tube 26 may
remain in place once created, for example.

The hollow tube 26 may include any number of ridges 50.
For example, the hollow tube 26 may include one, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, ten, fifteen, or any other
number of ridges 50. Each ridge 50 may be positioned along
the length 36 of the hollow tube 26. In particular embodi-
ments, the hollow tube 26 may include ridges 50 along the
entire length 36 of the hollow tube 26 (as is illustrated in
FIG. 1a), or may include ridges 50 along a portion of the
length 36 of the hollow tube 26 (such as ridges 50 positioned
only on the portion of the hollow tube 26 that is curving in
an upward direction). Also, each ridge 50 may extend along
the entire perimeter of the hollow tube 26 (such as the
circumference of the circular shaped hollow tube 26 illus-
trated in FIG. 1a). Alternatively, each ridge 50 may extend
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along only a portion of the perimeter of the hollow tube 26.
For example, each ridge 50 may only extend on the top
exterior surface 42 of the hollow tube 26 and/or the bottom
exterior surface 46 of the hollow tube 26. Furthermore, the
ridges 50 may be angled with respect to the hollow tube 26.
For example, the ridges 50 may be angled at, for example,
45 degrees, or approximately 45 degrees (i.e., 45
degrees+/-4 degrees), from a center of axis of the hollow
tube 26. In other embodiments, the angle of the ridges 50
may remain perpendicular, or approximately perpendicular
(i.e., perpendicular+/-4 degrees), to the center of axis of the
hollow tube 26. In such an example, when the hollow tube
26 includes a curvature, the ridges 50 may remain approxi-
mately perpendicular to the curving center of axis of the
hollow tube 26.

The hollow tube 26 may have any perimeter shape. For
example, the hollow tube 26 may have a circular perimeter
shape, an oval perimeter shape, a square perimeter shape, a
diamond perimeter shape, an irregular perimeter shape, or
any combination of the preceding. The hollow tube 26 may
have any size (diameter, thickness, etc.). For example, the
hollow tube 26 may have a tube diameter 52 of, for example,
25 mm, or approximately 25 mm (i.e., 25 mm+/-5 mm). In
particular embodiments, such a tube diameter 52 of the
hollow tube 26 may provide the person with a thicker pony
tail, but the pony tail may not look un-naturally thick. In
contrast to the tube diameter 52 of 25 mm of the hair
accessory device 10, traditional devices may have a stem
with a diameter of 33 mm or greater, causing the person’s
pony tail to be un-naturally thick. As another example, the
hollow tube 26 may have a tube thickness 54 of, for
example, 2 mm, or approximately 2 mm (i.e., 2 mm+/-1
mm). As a further example, the hollow tube 26 may have a
length 36 of, for example, 35 mm, or approximately 35 mm
(i-e., 35 mm+/-10 mm).

The hollow tube 26 may also have a gap 24 that extends
from the first end 34 of the hollow tube 26 to the base 14,
causing the hollow tube 26 to be hollow. The gap 24 may
have any shape. For example, the gap 24 may be circular,
oval, square, diamond, an irregular shape, or any combina-
tion of the preceding. Additionally, the gap 24 may have any
size. For example, the gap 24 may have a gap diameter 31
of for example, 19 mm, or approximately 19 mm (i.e., 19
mm+/-5 mm). Although the gap 24 has been described as
extending from the first end 34 of the hollow tube 26 to the
base 14, in particular embodiments, the gap 24 may extend
over any other portion of the length 36 of the hollow tube 26.
Additionally, although the hollow tube 26 has been
described as including a single gap 24, the hollow tube 26
may include two or more gaps 24. In such an example, the
hollow tube 26 may have interconnecting material between
the gaps 24. Furthermore, although hollow tube 26 has been
described as having a gap 24, in particular embodiments, the
hollow tube 26 may be a solid piece with no gap (e.g., it may
not be hollow).

The hollow tube 26 may be formed from any material. For
example, the hollow tube 26 may be formed from silicone,
thermal silicone, a silicone-based material, rubber, plastic,
or any combination of the preceding. In particular embodi-
ments, the hollow tube 26 may be formed from two or more
different materials. For example, a first portion of the hollow
tube 26 (such as the portion of the hollow tube 26 that curves
in an upward direction) may be formed from a first material,
such as a first type of silicone, and a second portion of the
hollow tube 26 (such as the portion of the hollow tube 26
that curves in a downward direction) may be formed from a
second material, such as second type of silicone, that is
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softer or more flexible than the first material. As another
example, a first portion of the hollow tube 26 (such as the
portion of the hollow tube 26 that curves in an upward
direction) may be formed from a first material, such as
rubber, and a second portion of the hollow tube 26 (such as
the portion of the hollow tube 26 that curves in a downward
direction) may be formed from a second material, such as
silicone, that is softer or more flexible than the first material.
In particular embodiments, the material difference along the
length 36 of the hollow tube 26 may allow the hollow tube
26 to be more flexible near the second end 34, for example,
of the hollow tube 26. As such, the second end 34 of the
hollow tube 26 may more easily bend (and/or collapse),
which may allow the person wearing the hair accessory 10
to more comfortably lie down, sit against a chair that presses
against the hair accessory 10, or otherwise put pressure on
the hollow tube 26. In contrast, traditional devices may have
a stem that is made of the same material, preventing the stem
from easily bending. With such traditional devices, if the
person were to lie down, sit against a chair that presses
against the traditional device, or otherwise put pressure on
the traditional device, the action may be uncomfortable to
the person and/or may even be painful to the person. In
particular embodiments, in addition (or as an alternative) to
being made of different materials, the hollow tube 26 may
have two different tube thicknesses 54, which may also
allow the hollow tube 26 to be more flexible near the second
end 34, for example. For example, a first portion of the
hollow tube 26 (such as the portion of the hollow tube 26
that curves in an upward direction) may have a tube thick-
ness 54 of, for example, 3 mm, or approximately 3 mm (i.e.,
3 mm+/-1 mm), and a second portion of the hollow tube 26
(such as the portion of the hollow tube 26 that curves in a
downward direction) may have a tube thickness 54 of, for
example, 2 mm, or approximately 2 mm (i.e., 2 mm+/-1
mm).

In particular embodiments, the hollow tube 26 may be
formed from the same material as the base 14. For example,
the hollow tube 26 may be formed from silicone and the base
14 may be formed from silicone. In other embodiments, the
hollow tube 26 may be formed from a different material than
the base 14. For example, the hollow tube 26 may be formed
from a first material, such as silicone, and the base 14 may
be formed from a second material, such as rubber, that is less
flexible than the first material. In other embodiments, a first
portion of the hollow tube 26 (such as the portion of the
hollow tube 26 that curves in an upward direction) may be
formed from the same material as the base 14, such as
rubber, but a second portion of the hollow tube 26 (such as
the portion of the hollow tube 26 that curves in a downward
direction) may be formed from a different and more flexible
material, such as silicone.

The hollow tube 26 may also be any color. For example,
the hollow tube 26 may be black, brown, yellow, blonde,
gray, charcoal, speckled, clear (or transparent), any other
color, or any combination of the preceding. Furthermore, the
hollow tube 26 may be the same color as the base 14, or may
be a different color than the base 14. In particular embodi-
ments, the color of both the hollow tube 26 and the base 14
may be selected to match the color of a person’s hair. For
example, if the person’s hair is black, the color of both the
hollow tube 26 and the base 14 may be black. As such, the
hair accessory 10 may be less visible to other people.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the hair accessory of FIG.
1 being used by a person. As illustrated, the hair accessory
10 may be used to create a pony tail on a person. The person
may be any person, such as a male, a female, an adult, a
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child, a teenager, or any other person. In order to use the hair
accessory 10, a portion of the person’s hair may be lifted up,
exposing a portion of the person’s head. The base 14 of the
hair accessory 10 may be positioned against the person’s
head in a location underneath the lifted hair. Following the
positioning of the hair accessory, the lifted hair may be
gathered around the hollow tube 26 of the hair accessory 10.
In particular embodiments, the lifted hair may be gathered
around the hollow tube 26 in manner that surrounds the
perimeter of the hollow tube 10. As such, the hollow tube 26
may provide structural support to the gathered hair by, for
example, providing a stem that the hair may be secured to,
and which may create a thicker (or fuller) pony tail.

After the hair has been gathered around the hollow tube
26, a hair band 70 may be coupled to the gathered hair and
the hollow tube 26. The hair band 70 may be any coupling
device that may couple the gathered hair to the hollow tube
26, such as a hair tie, a scrunchie, a hair clip, any other
device that may couple the gathered hair to the hollow tube
26, or any combination of the preceding. In particular
embodiments, the hair band 70 may tightly wrap around the
gathered hair and the hollow tube 26, coupling the hair to the
hollow tube 26. The hair band 70 may be further secured to
the hollow tube 26 by the ridges 50 included on the hollow
tube 26. As an example, two successive ridges 50 may
protrude from the hollow tube 26, securing the hair band 70
between the gap between the successive ridges 50, thereby
preventing the hair band from slipping off (or moving to a
different location on) the hollow tube 26.

After the hair has been coupled to the hollow tube 26
using the hair band 70, the hair may be released by the
person wearing the hair accessory 10 (or the person who is
inserting the hair accessory 10 into the hair of the person
wearing the hair accessory). Once released, the hollow tube
26 may provide structural support for the hair, as is seen in
FIG. 2. In particular embodiments, such structural support
for the hair may provide a thicker and more natural pony tail
(or other hair style).

FIGS. 3-4 illustrate additional examples of a hair acces-
sory. FIG. 3 illustrates a hair accessory 10 that includes a
straight hollow tube 26 (as opposed to a curved hollow tube
26). Furthermore, FIG. 3 also illustrates a hollow tube 26
with a top exterior surface 42 that is coupled to the base 14
at an angle (such as angle 44a) of 120 degrees, or approxi-
mately 120 degrees (i.e., 120 degrees+/-10 degrees), and/or
a bottom exterior surface 46 that is coupled to the base 14
at an angle (such as angle 44b) of 60 degrees, or approxi-
mately 60 degrees (i.e., 60 degrees+/-10 degrees). FIG. 4
illustrates a hair accessory 10 that includes a flat base 14 (as
opposed to a curved base 14).

Modifications, additions, or omissions may be made to the
hair accessory 10 without departing from the scope of the
invention. For example, although the hollow tube 26 of the
hair accessory 10 is described above as including ridges 50,
in particular embodiments, the hollow tube 26 may not
include any ridges 50. As another example, although the hair
accessory 10 has been described above as being used to
create a pony tail, in particular embodiments, the hair
accessory 10 (or two or more hair accessories 10) may be
used to form a portion of the person’s hair into any other
style. Furthermore, one or more elements (and/or attributes)
of the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1, 3, and 4 may be
combined or omitted.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example method of using a hair
accessory. One or more of the steps of method 100 may be
performed using the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1-4. Fur-
thermore, one or more of the steps of method 100 may be
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performed by the user of the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1-4,
such as a person wearing the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1-4.

The method begins at step 105. At step 110, a base of a
hair accessory is positioned against a head of a person. The
base may be positioned against the head of the person in any
manner. For example, a portion of the person’s hair may be
lifted up, and the base may be positioned against the
person’s head in a location underneath the lifted hair. In
particular embodiments, a portion of the person’s hair (such
as half of the hair used to create a pony tail) may be gathered
together in the person’s first hand (thereby creating half of
a pony tail, for example), and the base may be positioned
against the person’s head (using the person’s other hand, for
example) in a location underneath the half of the pony tail.
The base may be positioned directly against the scalp of the
person’s head, may be positioned against a portion of the
person’s hair (such as an amount of hair remaining after a
portion of the hair has been lifted up), or any combination
of'the preceding. The base may be positioned at any location
on the person’s head. For example, the base may be posi-
tioned near the top of the person’s head (to create a higher
pony tail, for example), near the bottom of the person’s head
(to create a lower pony tail, for example), at a location that
is off-center from the person’s head (to create a pony tail to
the left or right of center of the person’s head, for example,
or to create multiple pony tails or pig tails on each side of
the center of the person’s head, for example). An example of
the base positioned against the head of a person is illustrated
in FIG. 2. In particular embodiments, the base may be base
14 of the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1-4.

At step 115, a portion of hair of the person is gathered
around a hollow tube of the hair accessory. The portion of
the hair may be any portion of the hair of the person. For
example, the portion may be a portion of the hair (such as,
for example, all of the hair) that the person wants to style
into a pony tail (or any other style). As another example, the
portion of the hair may be the portion of the hair that was
lifted in order to position the base, or it may be more or less
hair than was lifted (such as the portion of the hair that was
not lifted). The hair may be gathered around the hollow tube
in any manner. As one example, the hair may be gathered
around the hollow tube in a manner that surrounds (entirely
or partially) the perimeter of the hollow tube of the hair
accessory. In particular embodiments, when a person has
already created half of a pony tail (as is discussed above), the
rest of the person’s hair (such as the second half of the hair)
to be used to create the pony tail may be gathered below the
hollow tube of the hair accessory while the initial half of the
hair is gathered (or otherwise remains) above the hollow
tube, causing the hair to completely surround the hollow
tube (and, in particular embodiments, the base) of the hair
accessory. In particular embodiments, by gathering the por-
tion of the hair around the hollow tube, the hollow tube may
provide structural support to the gathered hair by, for
example, providing a stem that the hair may be secured to,
and which may create a thicker (or fuller) pony tail, for
example. In particular embodiments, the hollow tube may be
hollow tube 26 of the hair accessory 10 of FIGS. 1-4.

At step 120, a hair band is positioned around the portion
of the hair and the hollow tube. The hair band may be
positioned around the portion of the hair and the hollow tube
in any manner. For example, the hair band may be a hair tie
that is stretched, pulled over the hair and the hollow tube,
and released, thereby positioning the hair tie around the
portion of the hair and the hollow tube. In such an example,
positioning the hair tie around the portion of the hair and the
hollow tube may further include tightening the hair tie, such
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as by twisting the hair tie, re-pulling the hair tie over the hair
and the hollow tube, and then releasing the hair tie. In
particular embodiments, positioning the hair band around
the portion of the hair and the hollow tube may include
positioning the hair band at a location that is adjacent to at
least one of the ridges (such as, for example, ridges 50 of
FIGS. 1-4) included on the hollow tube, such as a location
between two successive ridges included on the hollow tube.
The hair band may be hair band 70 of FIG. 2.

The hair may then be released (e.g., released by the person
wearing the hair accessory or by the person who is inserting
the hair accessory into the hair of the person wearing the hair
accessory), causing the hollow tube to provide structural
support for the hair, as is seen in FIG. 2. In particular
embodiments, the structural support provided by the hollow
tube of the hair accessory may provide a thicker and more
natural pony tail (or other hair style). The method then ends
at step 125.

Modifications, additions, or omissions may be made to
method 100. Additionally, the steps of method 100 may be
performed in parallel or in any suitable order.

This specification has been written with reference to
various non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments.
However, it will be recognized by persons having ordinary
skill in the art that various substitutions, modifications, or
combinations of any of the disclosed embodiments (or
portions thereof) may be made within the scope of this
specification. Thus, it is contemplated and understood that
this specification supports additional embodiments not
expressly set forth in this specification. Such embodiments
may be obtained, for example, by combining, modifying, or
reorganizing any of the disclosed steps, components, ele-
ments, features, aspects, characteristics, limitations, and the
like, of the various non-limiting and non-exhaustive
embodiments described in this specification. In this manner,
Applicant reserves the right to amend the claims during
prosecution to add features as variously described in this
specification, and such amendments comply with the
requirements of 35 U.S.C. § § 112(a) and 132(a).

What is claimed is:

1. A hair accessory, comprising:

a curved base configured to be positioned against a head
of a person, the curved base having a concave back
surface configured to face the head of the person, the
curved based further having a convex front surface
configured to face away from the head of the person;

a curved hollow tube coupled to the base, the curved
hollow tube configured to provide structural support to
a portion of hair of the person gathered around the
curved hollow tube, the curved hollow tube having a
first end that is coupled directly to the curved base and
a second end distally located from the curved base,
wherein the first end of the curved hollow tube includes
a top exterior surface that is coupled to the curved base
at an angle of approximately 60 degrees, wherein the
curved hollow tube curves at least partially in an
upward direction along a first portion of a length of the
curved hollow tube and further curves at least partially
in a downward direction along a second portion of the
length of the curved hollow tube, wherein the curvature
of the curved hollow tube is defined by an arc of 45-90
degrees, wherein the curved hollow tube extends along
a central longitudinal axis that is curved; and

wherein the curved hollow tube includes a plurality of
raised ridges positioned along the length of the curved
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hollow tube, wherein each of the plurality of raised
ridges extends uninterrupted along an entire perimeter
of the curved hollow tube.

2. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein the first end of
the curved hollow tube includes a bottom exterior surface
that is coupled to the curved base at an angle of approxi-
mately 120 degrees.

3. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein the curved
hollow tube has a thickness of approximately 2 mm.

4. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein the curved
hollow tube has a diameter of approximately 25 mm.

5. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein the curved
hollow tube is formed from silicone and the curved based is
formed from silicone.

6. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein a first portion of
the curved hollow tube is formed from a first material, and
wherein a second portion of the curved hollow tube and the
curved base are formed from a second material different
from the first material.

7. The hair accessory of claim 1, wherein a first portion of
the curved hollow tube is formed from silicone, and wherein
a second portion of the curved hollow tube and the curved
base are formed from rubber.

8. A hair accessory, comprising:

a base configured to be positioned against a head of a

person;

a curved hollow tube coupled to the base, the curved

hollow tube configured to provide structural support to
a portion of hair of the person gathered around the
curved hollow tube, the curved hollow tube having a
first end that is coupled directly to the base and a
second end distally located from the base, wherein the
curved hollow tube extends along a central longitudinal
axis that is curved; and

wherein the curved hollow tube includes a plurality of

raised ridges positioned along a length of the curved
hollow tube, wherein each of the plurality of raised
ridges extends uninterrupted along an entire perimeter
of the curved hollow tube.

9. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the base is
curved.

10. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the base is flat.

11. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the curvature
of the curved hollow tube is defined by an arc of 45-90
degrees.

12. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the first end of
the curved hollow tube includes a top exterior surface that is
coupled to the base at an angle of approximately 60 degrees.

13. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the first end of
the curved hollow tube includes a bottom exterior surface
that is coupled to the base at an angle of approximately 120
degrees.

14. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein the curved
hollow tube has a diameter of approximately 25 mm.

15. The hair accessory of claim 8, wherein a first portion
of the curved hollow tube is formed from a first material, and
wherein a second portion of the curved hollow tube and the
base are formed from a second material different from the
first material.

16. A method, comprising:

positioning a base of a hair accessory against a head of a

person;

gathering a portion of hair of the person around a curved

hollow tube of the hair accessory, the curved hollow
tube being coupled to the base, wherein the curved
hollow tube includes a plurality of raised ridges posi-
tioned along a length of the curved hollow tube,
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wherein each of the plurality of raised ridges extends
uninterrupted along an entire perimeter of the curved
hollow tube, wherein the curved hollow tube extends
along a central longitudinal axis that is curved; and
positioning a hair band around the portion of the hair and
the curved hollow tube, the hair band being positioned
around the curved hollow tube at a location adjacent at
least one of the plurality of ridges.
17. The method of claim 16, wherein the curvature of the
curved hollow tube is defined by an arc of 45-90 degrees.

#* #* #* #* #*

10

14



