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22 Filed: Feb. 23, 1998 A centerpost carrying a pomade cup on its upper end is 
6 threaded into a cup-shaped base. The pomade cup Slides in 

3. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 40 Bill a tubular noSepiece which rides in the base and which is 
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Adjacent its upper end, the base 12 is formed with a 
widened mouth 34 providing an annular stop shoulder 36 
where the mouth meets the inside diameter of the base below 
the upper end. 
At a distance above the shoulder 36 the base is formed 

with an inward peripheral line of bumps 38 comprising the 
other half of the first coupling. 

In assembly, the nosepiece 28 is telescoped down into the 
mouth 34 until it bottoms against the stop 36. At this point, 
the halves 32, 38 of the first coupling are inter-engaged So 
that the base and the noSepiece are rotatably held together. 

Returning to the description of the centerpost 22, it is 
tubular (FIG. 4) and formed on its outside with a pair of 
longitudinal diametrically opposite grooves 40 extending 
from the upper end down to the enlarged lower end 24. The 
lower end of the nosepiece 28 is formed with a pair of 
inward lugs 42. In assembly, as shown, the lugs 42 ride in 
the grooves 40 so that the nosepiece 28 and the centerpost 
22 are keyed for rotation together. The nosepiece is also 
formed with an inward retaining rib 44 (FIG. 1A). 

The upper end of the center post 22 is formed with a 
peripheral groove 46 which comprises one half of the Second 
coupling. An elevator cup 48 is generally tubular and 
slidably fits inside the nosepiece 28. It has an external 
retaining groove 49. The inside of the cup is formed with an 
inward rib 50 from which extend upward short longitudinal 
ribs 52 at Spaced intervals as well as downward Support 
webs 54. The lower end of the elevator cup 48 is formed 
with an inward peripheral rib 56 to comprise the other half 
of a Second coupling. In assembly, the upper end of the post 
telescopes into the lower end of the cup 48 so that the rib 56 
Snaps into the groove 46 of the post. By the Second coupling, 
the cup 48 is fixed to the upper end of the centerpost 22. 

The Structure thus far described operates in a predictable 
way: with the cover 14 removed, the turning of the nose 
piece 28 relative to the base 12 will, because of the con 
nection between the lugs 42 and the grooves 40, cause 
relative rotation of the base 12 and the centerpost 22. 
Because of the threads 20, 26 on the base 12 and centerpost 
22, this relative rotation will cause the centerpost to rise or 
move down, taking with it the cup 48 along with the pomade 
(not shown) therein. 

Turning now to the method of assembly, as shown in FIG. 
6, the nosepiece 28 and cup 48 are pre-assembled with the 
cup in the noSepiece in a filling position whereat the retain 
ing rib 44 is received into the retaining groove 49 (FIG. 1A). 
This retaining is temporary: only for the purpose of filling 
and assembly. The pre-assembly then is inverted. The “lower 
end” of the nosepiece as shown in FIG. 6 is closed off as 
indicated by the phantom lines. The pre-assembly is then 
filled from a source of fluid pomade symbolized by a spout 
S, up beyond the rib 50, leaving some space Athereabove to 
accommodate the end of the centerpost 22. 
AS referred to above, the formation of the threads 20 in the 

base 12 will now be detailed. The interior of the base 12, is 
formed with a plurality of longitudinal ribs 60 (FIG. 8). The 
ribs 60 as shown are tapered, narrowing toward the axis of 
the base. In assembly, the centerpost 22 is turned in the 
direction of the threads 26 as the centerpost 22 progresses 
downward into the base 12. In this manner, the threads 26 
impinge on and “tap” threads into the ribs 60 which thus 
become the so-called internal threads 22 of the base. By the 
time the centerpost reaches the lower end of the base 12 and 
dimple 62, the internal threads are completed and thereafter 
form the mating threads in which the centerpost operates. 
For the purpose described, the centerpost must be of a 
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4 
relatively hard plastic such as “Delrin” or “Celcon' acetals. 
The base may be of a high density polyethylene. 

Proceeding with the description of the method, the pre 
assembled nosepiece 28 and elevator cup 48 are re-inverted 
and aligned with the pre-assembled base 12 and centerpost 
22 (FIG. 9). The lower end of the nosepiece 48 is inserted 
into the mouth 34 of the base 12 until it bottoms on the stop 
36 (FIG. 1A). At this depth the rib 38 of the base snaps into 
the groove 32 adjacent the lower end of the nosepiece 
comprising the first coupling and rotatably connecting the 
noSepiece 28 and the base 22. In the process the inward lugs 
42 of the nosepiece 28 enter and ride in the grooves 40 in the 
centerpoSt. 
With the cup 48 at a temporary fixed level in the nosepiece 

as a result of the nesting of retaining rib 44 and groove 49, 
the upper end of the centerpost Simultaneously enters the 
lower end of the cup 48. At the same Stage in the assembly 
as the first coupling engages, the Second coupling compris 
ing rib 56 and groove 46 also engages to attach the center 
post 22 and the cup 48 (FIG. 10). 

With the assembly thus complete, the initial forcible 
raising of the cup 48 by the turning of the base as described, 
causes the retaining groove 49 to pop upward free from the 
rib 44. Thereafter, on the complete retraction of the cup, the 
rib 44 and groove 49 may interfit, but such interfitting is of 
no consequence. 
When the pomade, Silicone-containing or otherwise, is 

fully retracted, the cover 14 may be installed over the 
noSepiece, and the container is Sealed as the portions 16 and 
18 engage. Aside from the Sealing feature, the lipstick 
container hereabove disclosed includes a fluid filling from 
the bottom so that the lipstick is molded into the cup 48 and 
will not be easily displaced even should there be some 
Shrinkage of pomade. Over and above these benefits, the 
present invention provides a container having the elegant, 
Slender shape that the current fashions Seek. 

Variations in the invention are possible. Thus, while the 
invention has been shown in only one embodiment, it is not 
so limited but is of a scope defined by the following claim 
language which may be broadened by an extension of the 
right to exclude others from making, using or Selling the 
invention as is appropriate under the doctrine of equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of assembly of a lipstick container compris 

ing a cup-shaped base having a first half of a first coupling 
about its mouth and internal threads therebelow, and a 
centerpost having a longitudinal groove, a threaded lower 
end engaging the internal threads of the base, and a first half 
of a Second coupling at its upper end, a tubular nosepiece 
having a Second half of the first coupling about its upper end, 
and a pomade cup riding in the noSepiece and having a 
Second half of the Second coupling in the lower end of the 
cup, the noSepiece having an inward lug adjacent its lower 
end, the method comprising the Steps of 

a. inverting the tubular noSepiece and cup and filling the 
noSepiece and cup through the lower end of the nose 
piece with pomade, 

b. reinverting the cup and noSepiece and coupling with the 
first coupling the lower end of the noSepiece with the 
mouth of the base and coupling with the Second cou 
pling the cup and the upper end of the centerpost, 

whereby the lug Slides in the longitudinal groove in the 
centerpost and keys the post and noSepiece for rotation 
together. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the base is 
formed with inward longitudinal ribs and the centerpost is 



5,902,061 
S 

formed with outward threads and the method of assembly 
includes the additional Step of rotating the centerpost inside 
the base to create the internal threads in the inward longi 
tudinal ribs. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 including the Step prior 
to filling the nosepiece of fixing the position of the cup in the 
noSepiece and maintaining the position during filling. 

4. A lipstick container comprising: 
a. a cup-shaped base having internal threads and a first 

half of a first coupling at the upper end thereof, 
b. a centerpost having a longitudinal groove and an 

enlarged threaded lower end having threads engaging 
the internal threads of the base, the upper end of the 
post having a first half of a Second coupling, 

c. a tubular nosepiece having a Second half of the first 
coupling at the lower end thereof, the halves of the first 
coupling being engaged to rotatably attach the nose 
piece and the base, the noSepiece having an inward lug 
adjacent its lower end, the lug fitting into the groove in 
the centerpost, 

d. a pomade cup reciprocable in the noSepiece and having 
a Second half of the Second coupling in its lower end, 
the first and Second halves of the Second coupling being 
engaged. 

5. A lipstick container as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
internal threads of the base are transverse grooves in longi 
tudinal ribs on the inside of the base. 

6. A lipstick container as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
first and Second halves of the first coupling are a rib and a 
grOOVe. 
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7. A lipstick container as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 

first and Second halves of the Second coupling are a rib and 
a grOOVe. 

8. A lipstick container as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
noSepiece has a circumferential retaining rib on its inside 
Surface and the pomade cup has a retaining groove about its 
outside Surface. 

9. A lipstick container comprising: 
a. a cup-shaped base having internal threads, 
b. a tubular noSepiece rotatably connected at its lower end 

to the upper end of the base, 
c. a pomade cup Slidably disposed in the tubular 

noSepiece, 
d. a centerpost having on its lower end external threads 

engaging the internal threads in the base, the upper end 
of the centerpost being connected to the pomade cup, 
and 

e. means connecting the centerpost and the tubular nose 
piece for rotation together. 

10. A lipstick container as claimed in claim 9 wherein the 
internal threads of the base are transverse grooves in longi 
tudinal ribs on the inside of the base. 

11. A pre-assembly for the making of a lipstick container 
comprising a tubular noSepiece and a pomade cup normally 
Slidable in the nosepiece, the nosepiece having a circumfer 
ential retaining rib on its inside Surface, and the pomade cup 
having a circumferential groove on its outside Surface, the 
rib and groove being interfitted to retain the pomade cup in 
the noSepiece at a fixed location during a pomade-filling 
operation. 


