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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL ERNST, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Glen
Elder, in the county of Mitchell and State of
Kansas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Clothes:Pins; and I do
hereby declare the following tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain new and .

useful improvements in clothes-pins of that
classin which the two parts are pivotally con-
nected together, so as to be opened to engage
the article to be held thereby; and it has for
its object, among others, to provide a simple
and cheap pin of this character which shall
be provided with means for firmly holding
the article between the jaws, so that the ar-
ticle cannot be blown or accidentally disen-
gaged from the pin. I pivot the two parts
together between their ends, and at the end
opposite the clamping- jaws I provide a cam

. designed to be forced between the parts near
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the pivot to press the clamping-jaws toward
each other, the cam being mounted upon a
pin held in one of the arms and adapted to
slide through an opening in the other arm.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-

tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims.
. The invention in this instance resides in
the peculiar construction and the combina-
tion, arrangement, and adaptation of parts,
all as more fully hereinafter described, shown
inthedrawings, and then particularly pointed
out in the claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1is an elevation of my improved pin.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section through the
same. Fig. 3 is a cross-section through the
same In line with the pin on which the cam
is mounted.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates one of the arms,
and B the other. They are alike in form and

construction, being shaped at one end to form
the jaw a,and the other end tapered or beveled
upon its inner face, as seen at b. Between
their ends the arms are pivotally connected
together in any suitable manner, in this in-
stance shown as pivoted upon the bolt or pin
C, which has its ends formed with eyes or
loops ¢, which are located in recesses in the
arms, and the pins D passed through the arms
at right angles thereto and in the eyes of the
said pin C, although other means of pivotally.
connecting the arms may be employed, such,
for instance, as a nail with a head on one side
and a washer on the other, the nail being riv-
eted over the washer.

E is a pin held at one end in one of the arms
at the end opposite the clamping portion, and
this pin is designed to work loosely through
an opening I in the adjacent end of the other.
arm, as shown, and a hole through the upper
end of one arm to admit a wire or string, so
that the pin can be used for other purposes,
such as for holding lap-robes, pillow-shams,
and the like. Upon this pin E is loosely
mounted a cam G, which is designed to be
rotated upon the pin, the cam being in the
form of a disk, the opposite faces of which
are cam-shaped or oppositely beveled, so that
when the cam is turned in one direction the
thin portion thereof will lie between the ad-
jacent faces of the arms, and the latter free
to be moved on their pivot to receive between
their clamping ends the clothes or other arti-
cle it is desired to grasp or hold therein, and
then by rotating the cam the thicker portion
is brought between the ends of the arms and
the clamping ends thus foreced together to
tightly clamp the article therebetween and
there held. The cam may be provided with
a projecting portion f to form a handle, by
which it may be easily manipulated, if desired.
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Modifications in details may be resorted to -

without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.

What is claimed as new is—

1. A clothes-pin consisting of two.arms piv-
otally connected together, and a cam rotata-
bly mounted between the ends of the said
arms on a support held in the end of one arm
and movable in the other arm and provided
with a projection serving as a handle, sub-
stantially as specified.

95

100




2 | 567,537

2. The pin described consisting of the two In testimony whereof I have signed this
arms pivotally connected together between | specification in the presence of two subscrib-
their ends, a pin held in the end of one of | ing witnesses. ' '

said arms and working through an opening SAMUEL ERNST.
5 in the other arm, and a cam loosely mounted Witnesses: .
for rotation on said pin, substantially as and A. G. MEAD,

for the purpose specified. Avucust KELLER.




