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This invention relates to parking meter supports and 
the like. 

In general, the invention aims to provide a parking 
meter post construction which is easily installed, which 
provides a tight or non-wabbling support for such meters, 
and which is so made that if it is struck by a motor vehi 
cle, it cannot be picked up and carried off for pilfering 
of the meter contents. Other objects will be apparent 
from the following description of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention shown in the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification. 

In said drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a sectional elevation of a parking meter post 

embodying the invention, a conventional parking meter 
being shown at the upper end of the post; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional elevation of the post and 
base on a larger scale, parts being broken away; 

Figs, 3, 4 and 5 are cross sections on lines 3-3, 
4-4 and 5-5 respectively of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 omitting the 
cable and its connection. 

Referring particularly to the drawings, I have shown 
a parking meter 10 mounted on a post or standard 11, 
which is preferably a steel pipe 2 in. in diameter and 49 
in long. The steel pipe may be galvanized or cadmium 
plated or treated in any known manner to resist rust or 
corrosion. The parking meter itself may have any desired 
construction, and is secured rigidly by any known meth 
od to the top of the post. Pipe 11 is supported vertically 
by a base 12 which will now be described. 

Base 12 is preferably a piece of steel pipe, treated as 
previously mentioned, or a piece of cast iron pipe, 2% 
in. in diameter, 9% in. long. A circular collar or rein 
forcing ring 13 is welded as at 14 to the outside of pipe 
12 just below its top. Two set screws 15 are located 
in tapped bores provided in the reinforcing ring 13 and 
the walls of pipe 12, so that the inner ends of said 
Screws contact the outer walls of post 11 when the latter 
is set into its base 12, thus permitting a tight connec: 
tion. These set screws are preferably about 2% in. 
apart, center to center, and are designed to cooperate 
with an eccentric piece 16 welded or otherwise secured 
to the lower end of base 12 on the inside. Eccentric 
piece 16 is a piece of steel 2% in. long, 4 in. wide 
and /8 in. thick, with its upper end beveled as shown, 
so that the post 11 will not seat on a shoulder pro 
vided by said upper end but will slide past that end and 
then move over. The eccentric piece 16 is so located 
that its longitudinal axis, which is vertical, is half way 
between the circumferentially spaced set screws 15. 
When the two set screws are set up, they throw the post 
11 over toward the opposite side of the base 12, and 
the bottom end of post 11 is also tight, because it engages 
the eccentric piece 16. Base 12 is set in cement 17 
poured into an excavation, with the reinforcing collar or 
ring 13 just above the top surface of the cement. A 
steel hood 18 is slipped down on the post 11; this hood 
is frusto-conical, with a central aperture 19 which is 2% 
in. in diameter. Preferably the hood has a base 7% 
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in. in diameter. To secure the hood over the base 12, 
so that access cannot be had to the set screws 15, a lock 
ing ring 20 is provided. This locking ring may be se 
cured to the post 11 in various ways. I prefer to em 
ploy a diametrically extending cross pin 21 2/2 in. 
long with its ends battered or upset. Thus the locking 
ring is held rigidly just above the top of the hood, and 
the hood rests on the pavement or cement surface, Sur 
rounding the upper end of the base 12. The only way 
the standard can be removed is to drill the head off 
the cross pin 21 and then punch it out. It is practically 
impossible to shear the cross pin as it is of high quality 
steel, A6 in. diameter. 
Many municipalities have been troubled by pilfering 

of parking meters; sometimes this is accomplished by 
first breaking the meter posts or rather, their base con 
nections, then picking up the meter posts with the meters 
still attached, throwing these assemblies into cars or trucks, 
and driving to a secluded place to remove the money 
from the meters. The described base connection is dif 
ficult to break. However, as almost any construction of 
this character can be demolished by battering, I have 
devised my post so that if struck a heavy blow, it will 
break at just the right place, viz., in a plane beneath 
the hood 18, but above the top of the base 12. This 
breakage is assured by using a pipe cutter (not shown) 
to cut the surface only of post 11, as indicated at 22, 
the cut being circular and just deep enough to insure 
breakage of the post at that point, if the post is struck 
a heavy blow. The circular cut 22 will be hidden under 
the hood. To prevent stealing of the broken upper part 
of the post with the attached meter, I employ a Woven 
wire cable 23 which may be initially five feet long and 
346 in. or more in diameter. The two ends of cable 
23 are secured firmly to two steel rings 24, 25 each fixed 
to the hollow post 11 on the inside by pins 26, 27 respec 
tively. If the post is broken, in the plane of cut 22, the 
steel cable 23 will span the break, and as it is anchored, 
it will prevent anyone from carrying the meter post off. 
If desired, more than one length of cable may be used, 
or a chain may be employed to effect the same result. 
The foregoing description makes numerous references 

to materials, dimensions and shapes. It will be obvious 
that all such referenecs are merely by way of illustra 
tion and that the invention is not confined to any particu 
lar construction. 
What I claim is: 
1. A parking meter support comprising, in combina 

tion, a base adapted to be fixed in a payment and present 
ing an upwardly opening recess; a post whose lower 
end is inserted in said recess; the upper end of the post 
being adapted to support a parking meter; means securing 
the lower end of the post to the base; a hood surround 
ing and extending below said securing means for con 
cealing the joint between the post and the base; and 
means rigidly secured to the post directly above the hood 
and locking the hood with its lower end and adapted to 
rest on the pavement. 

2. The invention defined in claim 1, wherein the means 
rigidly secured to the post is a locking ring surrounding 
the post directly above the upper smaller end of the hood, 
a cross pin passing diametrically through the locking ring 
and post and having its ends battered or upset. 

3. The invention defined in claim 1, wherein the base 
is a hollow pipe set in the pavement, and a reinforcing 
collar is secured to the upper end of said hollow pipe 
on the exterior, a pair of set screws being passed through 
radially tapped bores in the collar and pipe and con 
tacting the surface of the post when placed in the base, 
said set screws being relatively close together, and an 
eccentric piece fixed to the inside of the hollow base pipe 
at its lower end in a line midway between the axes of 
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said set screws, said eccentric piece being contacted by 
the lower end of the post when the set screws are set up. 

4. A parking meter support comprising, in combina 
tion, a hollow post. adapted to hold a parking meter at. 
its upper, end; a base adapted to be fixed in a pavement 
and presenting an upwardly opening recess in which the 
lower end of the hollow post is placed; means to secure 
the hollow post, to said base; a hood surrounding and ex 

4. 
inextensible member is a steel cable that has its ends 
anchored to a pair of steel rings, each ring being secured 
by a cross pin to the hollow post on the inside thereof. 

7. In combination, a post carrying a parking meter on 
its upper end; a base member adapted to be cemented in 
an excavation in a pavement to project somewhat above 
the level of the pavement and provide a stable support 
and having a recess open at its top and receiving the lower 

tending below said securing means to conceal the joint 
between the post and the base; means rigidly secured 
to the post to lock the hood thereon; the hollow post 
being weakened by a shallow circumferential cut above 
said securing means; and a strong flexible inextensible 
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member anchored to the hollow post on the inside at 
points above and below said shallow cut, thereby to hold 
the parts of the post together if the post is broken at said 
shallow, cut. . m 
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5. The invention defined in claim 4, wherein the hood. 
is generally frusto-conical, the upper smaller end of said 
hood substantially, contacting the hollow post, the lower 
larger end of said hood adapted to rest on the pave 
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ment, said hood-locking means comprising a locking ring 
surrounding the hollow, postdirectly above the upper end 
of said hood, and means securing said locking ring to 
said post thereby to lock the hood in the concealing and 
protecting position aforesaid; the circumferential cut in 
the post being concealed inside the hood between the 
upper end of the base and the upper end of the hood: 

6. The invention defined in claim 5, wherein the flexible 
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end of said post; removable. fastening elements carried 
by the base member at its top, above the pavement, and 
engaging the post to clamp the post in-vertical position in 
said recess; a hood surrounding said post and surrounding 
and extending below and concealing said fastening ele 
ments and the part of the base member that is above the 
pavement; and means fixed to the post directly above the 
upper end of the hood to hold the hood substantial 
ly immovable with the lower end adapted to con 
tact the pavement, thus preventing access, to said fas 
tening elements. 
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