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(57) Abstract: To cause a discriminator to learn when inspecting defects in an article, a defect image containing a defect
and a non-defect image with no defect are acquired, the defect image and the non-defect image being images of an article
different from the article being inspected, and the discriminator is caused to learn an image of a defect and an image
of a non-defect which is not the defect, using the defect image and the non-defect image. The learned discriminator is
caused to discriminate between whether or not each cut-out inspection image obtained by classifying an inspection image
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of the article being inspected contains a defect, and the presence or absence of the defect in the article being inspected is
determined using the discrimination result obtained by the discriminator. When the discriminator is being caused to learn
the defect, the discriminator is provided, as images for learning, with a plurality of cut-out defect images created from
the defect image by modifying a cut-out region cut out from the defect image in such a way that the defect in the defect
image is in a different position in each image.
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