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position such as by threaded bolt members which are 
threadedoutwardyagainsttheadjoiningwal? 
An upperpanelmember orclosure door24is Secured 

in position between the outerwals of the channel-sec 
tioned members16,18and2?and1ocatedina position 
withitstopedge abuttingtheinterior ofthe channel29 
and beingsecuredtheretoasbyboltingat26,The panel 
member24issubstantiallyrectangularandisadvantage 
ously elongated in a horizontal direction,A similarly 
shapedintermediate panelor closure member27is dis 
Posed within the exterior walsin the channelformed 
bythe frame membersl6 and ?8 and extends between 
these members??tissupportedatanelevationat which 
itstopedge overlapsthe bottom edge of the uppermost 
Panel24by means of verticaly elongated side legs28 
and30whichrestdirectiyon thefoor? 
Anotherintermediatepanel32isnestedwith the panel 

26andincludessidelegs34and36 of a heighttosup 
portitso thatits upperedge overlapsthe lower edge 
ofthe panel26. 
A1owermost panel38is provided which hasa lower 

edge whichrestsdirectiyonthe ground?The owermost 
panelincludes knobs49topermitthe panelto bemanip 
ulated bythe hands and raised to party open the fur 
nace opening12?Thelowermostpanel38may beraised 
by an amount to bringits lowermostedge 42 above a 
hooked shaped holding bracket46forpositioningthere 
onasindicatedclearlyin FIG,3,The lowermostpanel 
38is providedwithaninwardy extending1edge 48 ofa 
width suficientto permitittosupporteach ofthe panels 
32 and 26 when the panel38 is raised therebeyond. 
Thus,whenlowermostpanel38israisedupwardytothe 
next highest Supporting bracket59,the ledge 48 picks 
upthe panel32andcausesitto belifteduptotheraised 
Position also So thatthe fireplace opening12is opened 
bytwo panel widths,An uppermost bracket52is also 
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providedoneach oftheframemembersf6and18tosup 
Tortthe1owermostpanel38thereon,Inthis1atterposi 
tioneach ofthe panels32and26israisedup bythe sup 
portingledge 48 so thatthey all become positionedin 
frontofthe uppermostpanel24to openthe freplace to 
itsmaximum opened position? 
Inthe embodimentsindicatedin FIGS.1to5,blocks 

54are secured to the upper corners of the fre closure 
framedstructure ?4andincludearod56whichis held 
therebetween and which Supportsa pair of sidable cur 
tain orscreen members58and 69,The Screenmenbers 
may be positioned to provide a screen coveringforthe 
fireplace opening to prevent the discharge of cinders 
whenthefireplace closurememberisfullyopened? 
Asseenin FIG.5,each of the panels38,32and26 

is nestable so that they are freely slidable relative to 
one another? 

In FIG.6analternate embodimentof panelstructure 
isindicatedin which the sidesofeach ofpanels26a,32a 
and38aare provided with angle-shaped supportinglegs 
62,64and66,respectively,which,because oftheirthick 
ness,provide Some Spacing between each of the platcs 
26a,32a and38a? 
Inthe embodimentindicatedin FiG.6,a block mem 

ber68issecured ontheinteriorofachannelmember70 
ratherthan on the exteriorasindicatedin the embodi 
ments of FIGS.1 to 5,This biock member68andthe 
similar one on anopposite channel-shaped member(not 
shown)Supportsa rod72forthe screenasintheother 
embodiment? 
Thus,the invention provides a novel closure device 

fora freplace opening which inchudes a pluraity of 
Tanels which may be shifted to open the freplace to a 
greaterorleSSerextentasdesired,Inapreferredembodi 
nent,the lower openingofthefreplace maybeopened 
byraisingasinglepanelbyapproximatelyitswidthand 
Supgortingthe panel at such1ocations on supporting 
hooks provided on eachside ofachanne-shapedframe 
Structureprovidedtherefor,The1owermostpaneladvan 
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4 
tageouslyincludesmeansforpickingthe panelsSupported 
on legs atan elevation sothateach of the panels may 
beraisedas desired with the exception of the Uppermost 
panel,whichis advantageousy Securedin this position, 
Afeature ofthe constructionisthatthe lowermostpanel 
includesa Supportingledge of an extent to engage the 
bottomedgesofeach ofthenexthighestpanelstoelevate 
these latter panels along with the lowermost panel when 
the lowermost panelis moved upwardytherebeyond? 

Although the invention provides a means for com 
pletely closingthe freplace,in thoseinstances where the 
fireplace is not used or whereitis desired to smothera 
fire,itis alsopossible to operate the freplace inafully 
opened or substantialy fuly opened position with the 
panels fully raised,For this reason,the framed struc 
ture 14isadvantageouslymade largerthan the fireplace 
openingsothatthe uppermost panel whichis preferably 
afxed tothe framed structure wilnotoveriethe open 
ingor Onlya Smalportion ofitWiloverliethe opening? 
In the fully opened position,the device advantageously 
includesa Screen member which may be closed overthe 
open fireplace to prevent the discharge of cindersfrom 
the fre whie burningisproceeding, - 
Whilespecificembodimentsoftheinvention have been 

shown and describedin detailto ilustrate the applica 
tion oftheinvention principles,itwil1be understoodthat 
the invention may be embodied otherwise without de 
partingfrom Such principles? 
Whatis claimedis: 
1·Aclosureforan openfireplacecomprisingachannel 

Shapedframe structure comprisingspaced sidemembers 
connected byatop member,atleasttwopanels disposed 
between Said side member of said frames within the 
channel portionsincludinga lower one disposedatthe 
bottom of Saidframeandan Upperone,a1egoneachside 
of the upper one of Said panels extendingdownwardy 
therefrom andattached thereto for supportingitatan 
elevation Substantialy equalto the height ofthetop of 
Saidlowerpanel,Saidlowerpanelincludinghandemeans 
thereonformovingitupwardyand downwardyinsaid 
frame,andaninwardy extendingportion onsaid Iower 
PanelVerticalyaligned toengage the loweredge ofsaid 
upper paneltoraise Said upper panel when said1ower 
Panelis moved beyondthe elevationthereof. 
2·A closureforan openfreplaceaccordingto claim 

1,including means on Said frame for supportingsaid 
lowerpanelat Spacedelevationsalongthe heightthereof, 
3·AcloSureforan openfreplaceaccordingto claim 

1,wherein?Said panels compriseat1east three separate 
Panelmembers,one of whichissecuredtosaidframeat 
the upper endthereof and the othersof whicharedis 
Posed to closethe_space betweenthe1oweredge ofthe 
Upper panel and the bottom of saidframe, 
4·A closureforan openfireplace accordingto claim 

1,including Screen means disposed to close onesideof 
Saidframe. 
5·Aclosureforafreplace orasimilarstructurehay 

inganopening,comprisingaframeadaptedtoclosethe 
Opening,a plurality ofpanelmembersassociatedwiththe 
frameincludingalowermostpanelhavingan Upperedge 
andaloweredge upon which said1owermost Panelmem 
berisSupported,afrstpanelhavingan upperedgeanda 
1oweredge,legs connectedtoeachside ofsaidfst panel 
and Supporting Saidfrst panelatan elevationwi?the 
1ower edgethereof Substantialyatthesameelevation 
as Saidlowermostpanelupperedge,asecondpanelhav 
ingaloweredge,legs connectedtoeachside6fsaidsec 
9nd panelandarrangedinnesting relationship with the 
legs of SaidfrstPaneland Supportingsaidsecond panel 
atan elevation with the loweredgethereof Substantialy 
?tthe Same elevationassaidfrst panel upperedge,at 
1sastSaidlowermostpanelandsaidfrstpaáá beingver 
ticaly movable,and mcanson said owermost panel 
engageable with Saidfrst paneltomovesaidfrst pancl 
upwardy with Said lowermost pane whensaid16wer 
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most panelis moved upwardly beyond said first panel 
lower edge. 
6?A closure forafreplace accordingto claim 5,in 

cludinga plurality of supports defned onsaidframeat 
spaced verticallocations,said lowermost panel hayinga 
portion engageable with Said Supports wherebyto hold 
said lowermost panelataverticaiyadjusted position on 
saidframeto partialy open saidframetherebeneath? 
7,Aclosureforafireplace havingan openinginclud 

inga closureframe adapted to be Secured to afireplace 
to close an opening of the freplace,anda plurality of 
panel members slidablein said frame betweenfuliyand 
partialy overlapped positionsto open said frame when 
in a fuly overlapped position,a pair of side legmem 
bersattached to andextendingdownwardyfromeach of 
Said panelsto Support Said panels at distinct elevations 
with verticallyadjacent panels beingpartialy overlapped 
Whenina closingposition,Saidpanels beingofasizeand 
arranged to fuly close an area of Said frame whensaid 
panels are in a partialy overlapped closing position? 
8,Aclosureforan openfireplaceaccordingto claim7, 

including meanson Saidframe for Supportingsaid panels 
at distinctelevations,the lower panels beingslidable up 
wardy and beingengageable on said supporting means 
to Open a predetermined portion of saidframe. 
9,A cloSure for an open freplace accordingto claim 

7,inchddinga lowermost panel disposed directiyatthe 
bottom of Saidframe and whereinsaidframeinchudesa 
hook member disposedatelevationssubstantialy corre 
spondingtothe heightofeach ofsaidpanels,said1ower 
most panel being sidable in Said frame to positionits 
loweredge on Said hook memberforsupportthereby? 
10,AcloSureforan openfreplaceaccordingtoclaim 
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9,whereinsaidlowermostpanelincludesoutstandingknob 
Portionsforraisingand lowerthis panelandincludesan 
inwardy extendingSupportingledge verticalyalignedto 
contact the next adjacent highest panel andraise the 
latterpanelwith saidlowermostpanel? 
11·A cloSureforafireplace havingan openinginclud 

inga closureframeadapted to besecuredtoafreplaceto 
closean openingofthefireplace,anda plurality ofpanel 
menbersslidablein saidframebetweenfullyandpartial 
ly overlapped positions to open Said frame when in a 
Substantialy fuly overlapped position,said plurality of 
panelsincludinga lowermost paneldisposed to closethe 
lowermost portion of an opening of a freplace andat 
leastoneadditionalpanel,andapairofsidelegmembers 
Secured to Saidadditionalpanel,said side legmembers 
Supporting Saidadditionalpanelina closed positionata 
distinct elevation with verticaly adjacent panels being 
partialy overlapped,Said plurality of panels being ofa 
Size and arranged to fuly close said frame when said 
panels are disposed in a parrtialy overlapped closed 
position, 
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