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4 Claims.

The invention relates to an improvement in
cooler cabinet covers, and more particularly to
an improvement in such.covers of the type pro-
vided with a hollow body adapted filled with an
insulating material, such as ground cork.

These covers have heretofore been constructed
in various ways. For example, it has been fre-
quent practice to form the inner wall, the side
walls and the outer wall of the hollow body of the
cover of a plastic heat insulating material such
as Bakelite or hard rubber, to form the bottom
wall of sheet metal, detachably secured to the
lower ends of the side and end walls, and to form
the top wall either of sheet metal or of the
plastic material of which the side and end walls
are composed. Since the cover is a hollow body
into which the insulating material is introduced
after the molding of sufficient parts of the cover
to form a pocket, it is necessary that an opening
be left in the cover through which the insulating
material may be introduced, after which the
opening is sealed. Heretofore the filling open-
ing has usually been made in either the top or
bottom wall. The use of sheet metal for either
the top or the bottom wall of the cover, or for
both, entails structural difficulties in making an
absolutely tight joint between the outer edges of
the sheet metal plate and the adjacent parts of
the molded side and end walls.

In the cases where the filling opening is in the
top wall of the cover, which is afterwards closed
by a metal plate, the joint between the outer
edges of the plate and the adjacent edges of the
opening in the cover must be leak-proof in order

that -the moisture-acecumulating on the top of s

the cover when in use may not leak down into
the interior of the cover. The presence of lig-
uid within the insulator-filled interior of the
cover.-not only adds to the weight of the cover
but also destroys-the insulating qualities of the
ground cork or other insulating material. In the
cases where the filling opening is in the bottom
wall of the cover, it is a common practice to at-
tach the metal plate for closing the filling open-
ing-by means of screws. By reason of the vibra-
tions caused- within the cover by the frequent
opening and closing of the cover to reach the
contents of the cooler cabinet below the cover,
the screws which fasten the metal plate to the
side and end walls of the cover sometimes become
loosened and fall into the contents of the cooler
cabinet.

The object of the invention is to produce a
cooler cabinet cover of such construction as com-
pletely to eliminate the disadvantages present in
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the prior cooler-cabinet cover structures of the
above-described type.. To the accomplishment.
of this end, the top, bottom and side walls and
the outer end wall of the cover are molded in-
tegrally from a plastic material such as Bakelite
or hard rubber. The filling opening through
which the insulating material is granular or
other form is introduced is made in the inner
end wall of the cover. In thisconnection it will
be understood that thesé cooler cabinet covers
are usually made in two sections of substantially
equal size and form, hinged together at their
inner edges, and that the inner ends of the cover
sections are termed the inner or hinge carrying
walls thereof. By molding the top, bottom, side
and outer end walls integrally with each other,
thereby forming a pocket adapted to receive the
insulating material and leaving the inner end of
the cover section open, an arrangement is pro-
vided whereby the core which forms the hollow
interior of the cover may be conveniently re-
moved lengthwise from the molded cover. 'The
cover may then be turned up on its outer end and
the insulating material introduced into the hollow

. interior of the cover, after which the inner wall

may be securely fastened to the inner ends of the
top, : bottom and side walls. By appropriately
recessing the inner ends of the top, bottom and
side walls and correspondingly forming project-
ing outer surfaces on the inner wall, the inner
wall may be securely fastened in a leak- -impervi-
ous joint to the inner ends of the cover sections.
In a cover of this construction there cannot possi-
bly be any leakage into the interior.of the cover-
and the likelihood of the fastening means be-
coming loose and falling into the contents of the
cooler cabinet is reduced to a negligible minimum
of chance.

In the accompanying drawing illustrating the
preferred form of the invention, Fig. 1 is a top
plan view of a two-section cooler cabinet cover
embodying the invention; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
vertical section taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is an elevation of the inner end of one
secticn of the improved cover; and Fig. 4 is an
enlarged detail view of the middle portion of Fig.
2 (but with the cover sections in angular rela-
tion), in order to show more clearly the novel
manner of attachment of the inner walls of the
cover sections to the inner ends thereof. .

- In its general top plan contour, the improved
cooler cabinet cover of the present invention may
be of any preferred form, that shown in Fig. I
being in general use and comprising the cover
sections § and 6 having a rounded outer .end T
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and transverse inner ends connected by means
of a hinge generally indicated at 8, the mode of
attaching the hinge to the cover sections being
more fully described hereinafter. Since the two
cover sections are identical in construction, the
corresponding parts will be indicated by the same
reference numerals. The top wall 18 of each
cover section, the side walls 1f, the outer end
wall 12 and the bottom wall 13 are molded in-
tegrally from Bakelite, hard rubber, or other heat
insulating material and form a pocket {4 adapted
to be filled with ground cork 15 or a similar insu-
lating material.

The inner or hinge carrying wall of section 5
of the improved cover is indicated at IT and the
inner wall of section 6 at 18. The outer face of
each inner wall IT and 18 of the cover sections is
provided with outwardly projecting marginal
ridges or beads |9 which fit into a marginal recess
at 20 formed in the inner ends of the top, the
side and the bottom wall of each cover section.
The upper ridge 2| takes up against the under
edge of the overlapping flange 22 formed on the
inner edge of the top cover walls 10, as shown
more clearly in Fig, 4. The top end 24 of the
inner face of each inner wall {T and 18 is flush
with the top surface of the cover sections 5 and 6.
Lower down the inner faces of the inner walls
{7 and 18 are provided with the bumper pads 25
of soft rubber. The inner walls {7 and I8 are
secured to the inner ends of the top wall 10, side
walls 11 and bottom wall {3 by means of the long,
relatively large screws 25, which assures the un-
likelihhod of the screws loosening and falling into
the contents of the cooler cabinet.

The hinge for connecting the two sections of
the cooler cabinet cover, generally indicated at 8,
is composed of two strips 27 and 28 extending
transversely of the cooler cabinet sections and
secured to the inner faces of the upper ends 24
of the inner walls {7 and 18. These hinge strips
27 and 28 are conveniently composed of a non-
rusting metal and at their upper edges are joined
together in the usual hinge construction indicated
at 23. The hinge strips 27 and 28 are secured
to the upper ends of the inner walls 17 and 18 by
means of the upper row of screws used for se-
curing the upper ends of the inner walls 17 and
18 to the upper cover walls 10. In order that no
liquid may get into the moving metal joint of the
hinge and leak therethrough into the contents of
the cooler cabinet below, transversely extending
liquid: deflectors or shoulders 30, composed of soft
rubber, are molded integrally with the upper ends
24 of the inner walls {7 and (8 and lie along the
outer surfaces of the upper ends of the hinge
strips 27 and 28. It will be observed that the
soft rubber liquid deflector shoulders 3% overlie
the joint between the inner end of the top walls
{9 of the cover sections 5 and 6 and the outer
surfaces of the top ends of the remgvable inner
cover walls {1 and 18, thereby preventing the
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seepage of moisture through these joints, as well -

as into the hinge joint 29. As a result of this
arrangement liquid is effectively prevented from
entering the hollow cover sections 5 and 6.

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim as new is: :

1. In a cooler cabinet structure having two
covers hinged together at their inher ends, each
cover comprising a top wall, an outer end wall,
side walls, and a bottom wall molded integrally
from a plastic material to constitute an open-
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ended pocket having its mouth at the inner hinge-
carrying end of the cover for receiving an insu-
lating material, the free inner ends of the top
wall, the side walls and the bottom wall surround-
ing the mouth of the pocket being recessed, a
detachable wall the edges of one surface of which
are provided with beads adapted to fit into the
recesses to close the pocket, and means for secur-
ing the detachable wall to the recessed free inner
ends of the top wall, the side walls and the bot-
tom wall. .

2. In a cooler cabinet structure having two
covers hinged together at their inner ends, each
cover comprising a top wall, an outer end wall,
side walls, and a bottom wall molded integrally
from a plastic material to constitute an open-
ended pocket having its mouth at the inner hinge-
carrying end of the cover for receiving an in-
sulating material, the free inner ends of the top
wall, the side walls and the bottom wall sur-
rounding the mouth of the pocket being recessed,
a detachable wall the edges of one surface of
which are provided with beads adapted to fit into
the recesses to close the pocket, a resilient liguid
deflecting shoulder formed integrally with the
upper edge of the detachable wall and extending
transversely along one side of the hinge connec-
tion between the covers and. covering the joint
between the upper end of the detachable wall and
the adjacent inner end of the top wall of the
cover, and means for securing the detachable wall
to the recessed free inner ends of the top wall,
the side walls, and the bottom wall.

3. In a cooler cabinet structure having two
covers hinged together at their inner ends, each
cover comprising a top wall, an outer end wall,
side walls, and a bottom wall molded integrally
from a plastic material to constitute an open-
ended pocket having its mouth at the inner
hinge-carrying end of the cover for receiving an
insulating material, an inner wall of plastic ma-
terial removably secured to the free inner ends of
the top, side and bottom walls to close the pocket,
a liquid deflector formed integrally with the upper
end of the inner wall and extending transversely
along one side of the hinge connection between
the covers and overlying the joint between the
outer surface of the upper end of the inner wall
and the inner end of the top wall with the cover,
and means for detachably securing the inner
wall to the inner end of the cover.

4. In a cooler cabinet structure having two
covers hinged together at their inner ends, each
cover comprising a top wall, an outer end wall,
side walls, and a bottom wall molded integrally
from a plastic material to constitute an open-
ended pocket having its mouth at the inner
hinge-carrying end of the cover for receiving an
insulating material, the free inner ends of the
top wall, the side walls and the bottom wall sur-
rounding the mouth of the pocket being recessed,

‘a, detachable wall the edges of one surface of

which are provided with beads adapted to fit.into
the recesses to close the pocket, means for se-
curing the detachable wall to the recessed free
inner ends of the top wall, the side walls and
the bottom wall, and means covering the joint
between. the outer surface of the upper eand of
the detachable wall and inner end of the top
wall of the cover to prevent ingress of moisture
into the interior of the cover.
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