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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

GEORGE E. SWAN, OF BEAVER DAM, WISCONSIN. 

SPRING-HEEL FOR BOOTS OR SHOES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 323,971, dated August 11, 1885. 
Application filed December 22, 1884. 

To all whon, it Taif concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. SWAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Beaver 
IDam, in the county of Dodge and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Spring-Heels for 
Boots or Shoes; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, which will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to a device adapted to 

be applied to the heels of boots or shoes to 
impart an easy elastic step to the user; and it 
has for its object to provide a device of this 
characfer which shall be cheap and simple in 
its construction, effective in its operation, and 
one that will be thoroughly effective and serv 
iceable. 
With these ends in view the invention con 

sists in the combination, with a boot or shoe, of 
an elastic cushion adapted to be clamped 
against the Vertical surface of the heel, and 
having its lower end on a horizontal plane, or 
nearly, with the bottom of the heel. 
The invention further consists in the im 

proved construction and combination of parts 
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out in 
the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view showing my improvement applied to the 
heel of a boot or shoe. Fig. 2 is alongitudi 
nal vertical section. Fig. 3 is a horizontal 
Section. Fig. 4 is a detail view of parts de 
tached. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
like letters of reference indicate correspond 
ing parts in all the figures, A represents the 
heel of a boot or shoe, upon the rear face or 
Wall of Which is secured my improved at 
tachment. This attachment consists of a 
bracket, which may be cast or formed of mal 
leable metal. The said bracket B consists 
of a main or body portion, a, formed at its 
ends with downwardly-extending shoulders, 
from the lower ends of which extend at right 
angles thereto, or nearly so, ears or lugs, c, 
having holes or openings d at their ends, for 
the passage of screws or equivalent fasten 
ingS for the attachment of the said bracket. 
It Will thus be seen that a seat is formed 
between the under side of the main or body 
portion and the lower ends of the shoulders. 
C represents an elastic cushion. This cush 

(No model.) 

ionis preferably constructed of rubber, and is 
formed at its lower end, upon its upper side 
with a rib, e, which serves to re-enforce the 
plate or cushion, saidrib forming the wearing 
surface. Near the upper end of the cushion 
C is provided an outwardly extending shoul 
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der, f, which, in conjunction with the rib on the 
lower end of the cashion, forms a seat, g, for 
the reception of the under side or face of the 
main or body portion of the bracket B, which 
holds said cushion against vertical or lateral 
displacement. Said cushion is also provided 
with a hole or opening, h, near its upper end, 
and with a plain rear side or face, which is 
adapted to receive a string by which the rub. 
ber may be pulled into position. 
My improved heel cushion or spring is ap 

plied as follows: The cushion is placed on the 
rear wall of the heel and adjusted in posi 
tion, which brings its lower end on a horizon 
tal plate, or nearly so, with the contact or 
Wearing surface of the heel. The bracket is 
then fitted over the cushion and is secured 
by the bracket, which is firmly screwed to the 
heel, said bracket preventing the vertical or 
lateral displacement of said cushion, as before 
described. 
My improvement is simple in its construc 

tion, may be manufactured and supplied at a 
slight cost, and is thoroughly serviceable. 

I claim as my invention and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent- - 

1. The herein described cushion attachment 
for boots or shoes, consisting of an elastic 
Cushion having the re-enforcing rib and a 
bracket for its attachment, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. The herein described cushion attachment 
for boots or shoes, consisting of an elastic 
Cushion having the seat upon its outer face 
and a bracket for its attachment, substantially 
as Set forth. 

3. The combination, with the heel of a boot 
or shoe, of an elastic cushion having a re 
enforcing rib at its lower end, and a shoulder 
having an opening near its upper end, said 
rib and shoulder forming a seat for a bracket 
adapted to fit said seat, substantially as set 
forth. s 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

Witnesses: GEORGE E, SWAN, 
EDWARD ELWELL, 
R. W. BOGERT, 
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