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The present invention relates generally to display car-
tons, and in particular to display cartons which incorpo-
rate removable premium coupons in their structure.

The practice has become widespread in recent years
for merchandisers to offer premium coupons to pur-
chasers of their goods in order to increase sales volume.
These coupons may take an infinite variety of forms and
their manner of distribution. to prospective or actual pur-
chasers of the products involved likewise is numerous
and sundry.

One approach to premium coupon distribution has been
to offer the coupon with a package of the product in-
volved. The coupon generally may be part of the pack-
age materia] itself or may be a separate article incorpo-
rated in the package makeup. This invention concerns
itself with a novel display package arrangement where-
by a tear out portion of the package material itself com-
prises a premium coupon.

In merchandising practice, a coupon that is visible or
partly visible when the package is in its normal display
position has more attention drawing potential than a
mere statement on the carton that a coupon is being
offered with the package that is for sale. On the other
hand, the face of a package cannot be made all coupon
or the brand identity that is associated with the normal
package label becomes diluted. Yet, coupons must gen-
erally be of such a size and character that they may be
negotiated conveniently in the desired manner without
needless anxiety being aroused on the part of persons
handling the coupons .

Thus, what is desirable in a package or display carton
incorporating a premium coupon is that the coupon be
a part of the package material itself to eliminate the
need to wrap or otherwise incorporate the coupon in the
package structure. Secondly, it is very desirable that the
coupon arrangement on the package be attention-getting
and, if possible, even arouse curiosity on the part of a
prospective buyer which will encourage his closer scrutiny
of the package.

it is furthermore desired in a coupon offering carton
that the coupon, while being visible or partly visible to a
viewer when the package is normally displayed, interfere
as little as possible with the standard label of the carton;
that the coupon be protected during shipping and han-
dling but easily removed after purchase of the carton;
that it be necessary to deface or partially destroy the
carton by peeling back a tear strip to obtain the coupon,
thus discouraging pilferage of the coupon at retail loca-
tions; that the coupon be large and flat to enhance its
ease of negotiations; and that the cost of the coupon
carton be kept to a minimum.

The object of the present invention is to provide a
coupon offering display carton having all of the above
desirable features. This is accomplished generally by im-
printing the coupon being offered on an inner partition
of the carton, which partition extends parallel to but
spaced part from the normal front panel of the package
when the carton is fully assembled and providing a “peep-
hole” or display aperture in the front panel of the carton
whereby a viewer simultaneously may observe both the
front of the carton and a portion of the coupon disposed
just behind the front panel. It will be readily appreci-
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ated that with such an arrangement, the coupon size is
limited only by the partition size within the carton, which
partition may be the same size as the front face panel,
if desired. By making the coupon a tear out segment of
the partition, the coupon becomes an integral part of the
carton while being easily separable therefrom at the
proper time. To enable simple removal of the coupon
from the inner partition of the carton, the outer front
panel of the package is provided with a tear out portion.
When the tear out portion is removed, the coupen within
the carton is completely exposed, whereupon it may be
readily removed from the package.

The foregoing and other objects, features and advan-
tages of the invention will in part be obvious and will in
part appear hereinafter.

The invention accordingly comprises an article of
manufacture possessing the features, properties, and the
relation of elements which will be exemplified in the
article hereinafter described and the scope of the inven-
tion which will be indicated in the claims.

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects
of the inventicn, reference should be had to the following
detailed description taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan-view of a carton blank formed in ac-
cordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a front elevation view of the folded coupon
carton;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along 3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the coupon carton; and

FiG. 5 is a perspective view of the coupon carton with
the coupon partially removed.

Referring now to the drawings and specifically to FIG.
1, a blank 10 of paperboard or the like is formed to pro-
vide a plurality of pannel sections 12 through 1% joined
along fold lines 22 through 28 respectively. End closure
flaps 39 and 31 are provided at the opposite ends of panel
15; end flap 32 is provided at one end of panel 16; end
flaps 33 and 34 at the ends of panel 17; and end flaps
35 at the end of panel 18.

Perforated tear lines 38 are provided in panel 12 and
a fold line 40 extends adjacent one edge of the panel 12
parallel to the edge exiremity 41 thereof. Glue line 42
extends along the area of blank between the fold line
40 in panel 12 and the edge exiremity 41. An aperture
44 is provided in panel 1§, preferably towards the end
thereof having flap 32 extending therefrom. Tear lines
46 are provided in panel 16, and a fold line 48 extends
the short way across the panel between fold lines 25 and
26 so as to provide a tear strip area 49 in panel 16. It
will be readily appreciated that the longitudinally ex-
tending tear lines 38 and 46 in panels 12 and 16 preferably
co-extend along fold lines 49, 22, 25 and 26 as shown in
FIG. 1, although it is not necessary that they do so. Glue
line 42 across panel 12 and glue line 5§ across panel 19
are on the inner or unprinted face of the blank (upper
side of blank shown in FIG. 1). Glue lines 51 and 52
are provided cn the opposite face (down side of blank
shown in FIG. 1) of the blank across panels 14 and 13,
respectively. These glue lines may be applied simultane-
ously to both faces of the blank as it is fed through the
gluer, or one or more lines may be applied as the blank
is being folded. It will become apparent later in the de-
scription that panel 1% and that portion of panel 18 adja-
cent panel 19, as may be seen in FIG. 1, may be omitted
if desired, since they do not form any enclosing or wrap-
ping portion of the carton to be formed from the blank
shown.

The blank shown in FIG. 1 is folded to form the
carton shown in FIGS. 2 through 5. Printing of the blank
is performed before folding, of course, and the printing
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of the blank 16 is done completely on one side, that side
being the opposite or down side of the blank as viewed
in FIG. 1.

As seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the panels 15, 16, 17 and 13
form the outer sidewalls of the carton, with panels 13
and 14 abutting the panels 17 and 18, respectively, to
form double thickness sidewalls in these areas. Panel 19
is doubled over at fold line 28 to form a double thickness
panel extending upwardly from the folded carton. The
purpose of this double panel is to provide additional ad-
vertising area for display purposes, and to assist in keeping
the folded carton oriented properly so that the front panel
16 will be displayed towards the front of the shelf or
stack. It also prevents the carton from inadvertently
being displayed upside down. It will be readily appre-
ciated that the double panel section formed by folding
panel 1% over panel 13 is not essential for the formation
of the carton proper of this invention and could be dis-
pensed with if desired.

As seen in FIGS. 1 and 3, a premium coupon 54 is
imprinted on the tear out segment of panel 12 bounded
by tear lines 38. The nature of the premium coupon is
only limited by what may be printed in the coupon tear
out area 54, and, of course, the size of the coupon 54
itself is limited only by the size of panel 12 between fold
lines 22 and 49, and the edge of the blank material in the
other direction. The transverse length of panel 12, of
course, can be of any suitable dimension, though prefer-
ably it corresponds to the width of the blank material.
While a rectangular coupon 54 has been illustrated, it will
be appreciated that the coupon could be cut in any shape
desired within the space limitation.

When the blank 1@ is folded as shown in FIGS. 2 and
3, the panel 12 of blank 1§ becomes an inner partition
of the carton extending paraliel to but spaced from the
front panel 16, Partition 12 is glued to the container
along lines 42, 52 as seen in FIG. 3, and when so dis-
posed, a portion of the coupon 54 imprinted on the parti-
tion 12 is visible to an observer through display aper-
ture 44 or “peep hole” in front panel 16. In the preferred
embodiment illustrated, one edge 56 of coupon 54 termi-
nates opposite the aperture 44. As indicated by the
term “display” in FIG. 2, an eye catching, colorful im-
print may be provided on partition 12 opposite the aper-
ture 44 to attract the attention or arouse the curiosity of
a prospective purchaser.

Assuming now that the contents of the carton have been
removed, and it is desired to separate the coupon 54 from
the carton, as seen in FIG. 5, first the outer tear strip
49 in panel 16 is peeled back to fold line 48 so as to
fuily expose the coupon 54 on inner partition 12 of the
folded carton. This is easily accomplished, since a finger
may be inserted in the aperture 44 to enable one to grasp
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It is thus clear that the present invention provides a
coupon carton that is atiractive, eye catching, curiosity
arousing, while being very practical in that a flat coupon
of relatively large dimension may be offered to a pur-
chaser without the need for drastically changing the pack-
age face.

Since certain changes may be made in the above article,
and different embodiments of the invention could be made
without departing from the scope thereof, it is intended
that all matter contained in the above description (or
shown in the accompanying drawing) shall be interpreted
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features
of the invention herein described, and all statements of
the scope of the invention which, as a matter of language,
might be said to fall therebetween.

Having described our invention, what we claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A folded premium coupon offering display carton
comprising sidewalls, end closures, and an inner partition
extending between two of said sidewalls and generally
parallel to but spaced apart from a third one of said side-
walls, said third one of said sidewalls including a display
aperture and having a tear strip portion, said partition
including a tear out section bounded by tear lines, said
tear out section of said partition comprising a premium
coupon, said tear strip in said third side wall being dis-
posed directly opposite and in alignment with said premi-
um coupin whereby said premium coupon is exposed for
view and removal by tearing when said tear strip is torn
back from said third sidewall, an end portion of said tear
strip in said third sidewall forming an edge area of said
aperture, and the opposite end of said tear strip terminat-
ing along a transverse line.

2. A premium coupon offering display carton com-
prising a one-piece blank folded to provide four outer
sidewalls, end closure flaps and an inner partition extend-
ing between two of said outer sidewalls and generally
parallel to but spaced apart from the two other sidewalls;
a tear strip and an aperture in one of said other side-
walls, one edge of said tear strip forming an edge area
of said aperture, a tear out portion in said partition
bounded by perferated tear lines, said tear out portion
comprising a printed premium coupon, said aperture be-
ing disposed opposite a portion of said coupon whereby
a portion of said coupon is visible through the aperture,
said tear strip being disposed directly opposite and in
alignment with said coupon whereby when said tear
strip is removed by tearing, the coupon is fully exposed
for facilitating separation of same from the carton.
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