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This invention relates to means for controlling
the extent of application of coatings to finger
nails and the like and has for a primary object
the provision of means whereby the coating may
be applied quickly without covering the moon of
the nail. Further means may be provided as a

guard along the edges of the nail to prevent the

coating from spreading onto the adjacent skin.

A further important object of the invention is
to provide a very simple and yet efficient struc-
ture for the purpose above indicated so that the
structure may be made in quantity at a relatively
low price for widespread distribution.

A still further important object of the inven-
tion is to provide such a structure which will
be extremely easy to operate and control and yet
may be positive in its action so that the coating
may be applied rapidly as may be required in
beauty parlors and the like.

These and other objects and advantages of the
invention will become apparent to those versed
in the art in the following description of the in-
vention as described in relation to the accom-
panying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a front perspective of a modified form
of the invention; .

Fig. 2, a like view of the same form in an oper-
ated position;

Fig. 3, a plan view of a nail cover;

Fig. 4, a side elevation in partial section of a
further modified form; :

Fig. 5, a top plan view; and

Fig. 6, a front elevation.

Like- characters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views in the drawings.

Referring now to that form of the invention
as illustrated in Figs. 1-3, a more complete de-
vice is shown in that not only is the moon covered
over but side guards are provided as well. In this
form & pair of clamp members 5 and 16 are
hinged one to the other by the pin 17 toward

.+ either upper ends and these clamp members are
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bowed outwardly one from the other to form a
bore therethrough to receive the finger or member
carrying the nsail which is to be coated. These
clamp members carry the upper ears 18 and 19

above the hinge pin {7 as means to be gripped in

order to open the clamp members in order to en-
gage them about the finger, as indicated in Fig. 2.
A spring 20 normally urges these clamp members

- into a closed position one against the other, as

66

indicated in Fig. 1. This spring in the form here-
in shown is of the torsional type surrounding the
pin 1T and having its respective ends bearing
against the ears 18 and 19 respectively.

(Cl. 132—173)

The nail guard in this form of the invention
consists of an elastic band 2i which has its end
secured to the respective members i5 and 16 by
any suitable means such as by turning over a
piece of metal 22 to engage the ends of the band &
near the rear edges of the clamps. This band 21"
is so proportioned as to length that as the clamp
members {5 and 16 are spread apart to engage
the finger, this band will be stretched somewhat
down over the nail so as to cover over the nail 10
moon or at least define a moon shape at the base
of the nail so that when the nail is coated, this
covered over portion will be left uncoated. In
order that the band 2i may be be.ier located, an
elastic strip 23 extends forwardly from the cen-
tral portion of the band 2! and engages an end
of the hinge pin #7. This strip 23 is of such a
length that it normally holds the band 21 above
a horizontal position so that when the clamp
members |5 and 16 are spread apart, the band 20
21 will tend to sfraighten out into a horizontal
position but be restrained by the strip 23. This
band is preferably made out of rubber as is alse
the strip 23. .

In this same form of the invention, an added 25
feature is to be found in that each clamp member
15 and 6 carries respectively a cuticle guard 24
and 25. . These guards in each instance are
formed by carrying a strip of mefal integrally
from the clamp and twisting it around from the 3¢
clamp into substantially horizontal disposed
planes, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, to have these
guards in parallel alighment. These guards are
so formed and spaced in relation to their clamp
members 15 and 16 that when the nail guard is g5
engaged over the end of the finger to have the
band 21 properly positioned on the nail to define
the uncoated moon area, these guards 24 and 25
will then lie along the side boundary edges of the
nailtocover overthecuticletherealongsothat when
the lacquer or other coating employed is painted
on the nail, these guards will prevent that coating
from coming into contact with the bounding cu-
ticle. Since the guards are spread apart as the
clamp members are opened, they will automati- 45
cally adjust themselves to the nail of the finger on

- which the device is clamped, the guards coming
closer together for a narrow finger and, of course,
being spread further apart for a thicker finger.

Referring now to the second form of the in- 5o
vention as illustrated in Figs. 4-6, a support is
formed to comprise, in the present form as shown,

a pair of side plates 26 and 27 in the nature of
supporting legs with outturned flanges or feet 28
and 29. Integrally extending from the top edges 55
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of these plates 26 and 27 therebetween is a floor
30, this floor being sloped downwardly from the
top edge of each plate into a central longitudinal
depression therebetween.

A yoke 31 straddles the upper ends of the plates
26 and 27 to be hinged thereto by any suitable
means such as by the pin 32. This yoke 31 car-
ries a nail contacting member 33 on its forward
side so that when a finger or like member carry-
ing: the nail to be coated is placed upon ‘the
floor 30, the yoke 31 may be rocked into the dash
line position as indicated in Fig. 4, to bring the
contacting member 83 over the base of the nail
(or tip if desired) by simply rocking the yoke
31 forwardly and pressing it downwardly. Pref-
erably this contacting member 33 which is curved
to follow the normal contour of the nail carries
a resilient pad 34 made out of any suitable ma-
terial such as rubber. Not only does this resilient
material provide for a resilient contact against
the nail to prevent scratching, but it also serves
as an effective seal to prevent the lacquer or other
coating material emplicyed from running back un-
der the member 33. The yoke 31 is preferably
provided with an operating finger piece 35 as a
matter of convenience.

The forward end of the floor 30 is preferably
cut away adjacent the respective plates 26 and 27
to leave a forwardly extending central portion
of the floor between the cut away parts. From
the rear end of the floor 30 is carried integrally
(although not necessarily so) a tongue 36 to be
bent downwardly and around and under the floor
to be carried centrally thereof and to extend
outwardly beyond the front ends of the respective
plates 26 and 21. From one side of this tongue
36 at a location within the plates 26 and 21, &
flexible arm 31 is carried outwardly and upwardly
and around in a curving manner to carry a longi-
tudinally disposed cuticle gudrd 38 above the
floor 38. In the same manner g like arm 39 ex-
tends from the other side of the tongue 36 to
curve around therefrom to carry another cuticle
guard 40 on its upper end in parallel relation
to and at the same elevation of the first cuticle
guard 38.

The normal position of the tongue 36 is such .

that the tongue will have to be lifted to provide
clearance for insertion of the nail carrying mem-
ber under these guards 38 and 40 when that mem-
ber is placed on the floor 30. The normal elas-
ticity of the bend of the tongue 36 from the
floor 30 will permit lifting of the tongue and a
compressive engagement of these guards 38 and
40 against the cuticle along the edges of the nail
when the tongue is released, as indicated in the
dash lines in Fig. 4. Of course, additional pres-
sure may be secured between these guards and the
cuticle by pressing downwardly on the outer end
of the tongue 36. In any event the downwardly
moving action of the tongue 36 will tend to push
the cuticle outwardly from the nail to permit the
guards 38 and 40 to seat snugly along the edges
of the nail so as to prevent the coating when be-
ing applied to the nail from coming into con-
tact with the cuticle. Since the arms 37 and 39
are flexible, the guards 38 and 40 will tend to
spread apart laterally as the tongue 36 is car-
ried downwardly either by its own inherent re-
silience or by applying pressure.

While we have herein shown and described
our invention in the best forms as now known
to us, it iIs obvious that structural changes may
be employed without departing from the spirit
of the invention, and we, therefore, do not desire

2,180,519

to be limited to those precise forms beyond the
limitations as may be imposed by the following
claims,

We claim:

1. In a nall coating guard, a body having a
bore therethrough to receive a nafl carrying mem-
ber for alignment, a nail contacting member
shaped to limit the extent of the pattern of coat-
ing desired on the nail, and means for yieldingly
retaining the contacting member against the nail,
said body comprising 4 pair of clamp members
defining said bore therebetween and hinged and
normsally swung together by a spring, and said
contacting member comprising an elastic band
interconnected with the clamp members to be
stretched therebetween upon separation of the
clamp members, whereby those clamp members
may engage the nail carrying member and have
said band stretched over the nail.

2. In a nail coating guard, a body having a
bore therethrough to receive a nall carrying mem-
ber for alignment, a nail contacting member
shaped to limit the extent of the pattern of coat-
ing desired on the nail, and means for yieldingly
retaining the contacting member against the nail,
said body comprising a pair of clamp members
defining said bore therebetween and hinged and
normally swung together by a spring, and said
contacting member comprising an elastic band
interconnected with the clamp members to be
stretched therebetween upon separation of the
clamp members, whereby those clamp members
may engage the nail carrying member and have
said band stretched over the nail, and a tie mem-
ber extending centrally from said band to the
hinge of said members as means aiding in locat-
ing the band on the nail.

3. In a nail coating guard, a body having a
hore therethrough to receive a nail carrying mem-
ber for alignment, a nail contacting member re-
movably secured to the body shaped to limit the
extent of the pattern of coating desired on the
nail and tipped with rubber, and means for yield-
ingly retaining the contacting member against
the nail, and a cuticle guard extending from the
body along each side of the nail.

4. In a nail coating guard, a body comprising
a pair of clamp members hinged and normally
urged together by a spring and defining a hore
therebetween to receive in a clamping manner a
nail carrying member, a nail contacting mem-
ber carried by the body to limit the extent of
coating on the nail, and a cuticle guard carried

by each clamp member to extend over the cuticle’

on each nail side.

5. In a nail coating guard, a body comprising
a pair of clamp members hinged and normally
urged together by a spring and defining a bore
therebetween to receive in a clamping manner a
nail carrying member, a nail contacting member
carried by the body to limit the extent of coating
on the nail, and a cuticle guard carried by each
clamp member to extend over the cuticle on each
nail side, said nail contacting member consisting
of an elastically extensible band secured to said
clamp members across the upper outer end of said
bore substantially at the inner ends of said cuticle
guards.

6. In a nail coating guard, a body comprising
a pair of clamp members hinged and normally
urged together by a spring and defining a bore
therebetween to receive in a clamping manner a
nail carrying member, a nail contacting member
carried by the body to limit the extent of coat-
ing on the nall, and a cuticle guard carried by
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each clamp member to extend over the cuticle

-on each nail side, said nail contacting member

consisting of an elastically extensible band se-
cured to sald clamp members across the upper
outer end of said bore substantially at the inner
ends of said cuticle guards, said clamp mem-
bers each carrying an ear above said hinge as
means for spreading apart those members and
locating the body on said nail carrying member.

7. In a nail coating guard, supporting means,
a floor carried by the means on which a nail
carrying member may rest, and a nail contacting
member hingedly carried by said means to swing
toward said floor to contact the nail, said con-
tacting member being shaped to define the de-
sired uncoated pattern on the nail.

8. In a nail coating guard, supporting means,
& floor carried by the means on which a nail
carrying member may rest, and a nail contacting
member hingedly carried by said means to swing
toward said floor to contact the nail, said con-

‘tacting member being shaped to define the de-

sired uncoated pattern on the nail, and an elas-
tic cover on said contacting member to present a
yvielding contact against the nail.

9. In a nail coating guard, supporting means,
a floor carried by the means on which @ nail
carrying member may rest, and a nail contact-

.ing member hingedly carried by said means to

swing toward said floor to contact the nail, said
contacting member being shaped to define the
desired uncoated pattern on the nail, a pair of
cuticle guards, and a tongue under said floor
carrying said guards in laterally spaced apart
relation to have the guards normally positioned
above the floor, said tongile being arranged to
be depressed to lower said guards,

10. In a nail coating guard, supporting means,
a floor carried by the means’.on which a najl
carrying member may rest,"and .a nail contact-

. ing member hingedly ‘carried by said means to

- swing toward said fioor 'to contact the nail, said
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contacting member being shaped to define the

-desired uncoated pattern on.the nail, a pair of

cuticle guards, and a tongue .under said floor
carrying said guards inlaterally spaced apart
relation to have the guards normally positionsed
above the floor, said tongue being arranged to
be depressed to lower said guards, said tongue
being an integral part of said floor bent around
ifrom the rear end of the floor and extending
forwardly thereunder.

11. In a nail coating guard, supporting means,
a floor carried .by the means on ‘which & nail
carrying member may rest, and a nail contact-
ing member hingedly carried by said means. to
swing toward said floor to contact the nail, sald

3

contacting member being shaped to define the
desired uncoated pattern on the nail, a pair of

cuticle guards, and a tongue under said floor-

carrying said guards in laterally spaced apart
relation to have the guards normally positioned

above the floor, said tongue being arranged to be.

depressed to lower said guards, said guards being
carried by said tongue on elastic fingers where-
by, as the guards contact the nail carrying mem-
ber on the floor, said guards may spread apart
laterally to push the cuticle away from the nail
edges.

12. In a nail coating guard, a nail carrying

.member rest, a nail contacting member shiftable
into position against the nail to cover over that .
- nail portion to remain uncoated, a pair of cuticle

guards, and means for urging the guards against
the cuticle along each side of the nail. ‘

13. In"a nail coating guard, a nail carrying
member rest, & nail contacting member shiftable
into position against the nail to cover over that
nail portion to remain uncoated, a pair of cuticle
guards, and means for urging the guards against

* the cuticle along each side of the nail, said guards

being arranged to tend to spread apart as they
are urged against the cuticle.

14. In a nail coating guard, a pair of metal
members, one on each lateral side of a nail carry-
ing member, means connecting said metal memni-
bers, a pair of cuticle guards, means connecting
said guards for support from the metal members,
and a nail contacting member shaped to limit the
extent of the coating on the nail, said nail con-
tacting member having a rubber tip.

15. In a mail coating guard, a pair of metal
members, one on each lateral side of a nail carry-

ing member, means connecting said metal mem- .

bers, a pair of cuticle guards, means connecting
said guards for support from the metal members,
and a nail contacting member shaped to limit
the extent of the coating on the nail, and bands
comprising a yoke secured at their ends to the
metal members and supporting the nail contact-
ing member. :

16. In a nail coating guard, a pair of metal
members, one on each lateral side of a nail carry-
ing member, means connecting said metal mem-
bers, a pair of cuticle guards, means connecting
said guards for support from the metal members,
and a nail contacting member shaped to limit
the extent of the coating on the nail, and bands
comprising a yoke secured at their.ends to the
metal members and supporting the nail contact-
ing member, said nail contacting member having
a rubber tip.

FRANCIS F. HAMILTON.
ARTHUR R. LUNDQUIST.
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