F. W. MERRIWEATHER.
BED RAIL FASTENER.
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

953,480.

?i:‘:‘ 1. | 1\
— » 1
>

i e
QUAZLL

g

INVENTOR
Jroederickh W IMerriwealler

W/W”W . | BY

ATTORNEYS

WITNESSES



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK WILLIAM MERRIWEATHER, OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURL

BED-RAIL FASTENER.

953,480.

Application filed July 27,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frepericx W. MERk1-
WEATHER, 2 citizen of the United States, and
a resident of ansas City, in the county of
Jackson and State of Missouri, have in-
vented a new and Ymproved Bed-Rail IFas-
tener, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved fastener for a bed rail, and particu-
larly to a fastener which is interchangeable,
so that it may be used with various styles
of beds.

An object of the invention is to provide
a simple, inexpensive device, which may be
readily attached to the rail of any bed hav-
ing a slot or socket fastening, and which
will serve as a secure means of fastening
the rail to the end of the bed.

The invention consists, generally speak-
ing, of a rail having a head secured thereon,
a bolt secured in said head, said bolt being
adapted to engage a slot or socket in the end
of the bed, and a wedge adapted to cause
said bolt to secure said rail and said end
tightly together.

The invention further consists in the con-
struction and combination of parts, to be
more fully described hereinafter and par-
ticularly set forth in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in all
the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tion; Fig. 2 is a perspective view, showing
a fastening device attached to a rail; and
Tig. 8 is a plan view.

In the ordinary course of a furniture
dealer’s business, a considerable number of
heads on bed rails are broken each year.
This device is intended to be secured to such
broken bed rails, to furnish a means of fas-
tening the bed rail to the end.

Referring to the separate parts of the
device, 1 indicates the rail of a bed, to
which is secured in any suitable manner, as
by means of rivets 2, a suitable head 3.
Removably secured in an opening 4 in the
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end of the head 3, there is provided a bolt
5, which has a nut 6 screw-threaded thereon,
the latter being adapted to engage in a
socket or slot 7 in a block 8 on the end of
a bed 9. Slidable in a slot 10 in the head
8, there is provided a wedge 11, which has
a slot 12 therein, through which the bolt 5
is adapted to extend in such a manner that
the wedge 11 will exert a cam-like forcing
action on the head of the bolt, 5, to draw
the nut 6 in binding connection with the slof
7 in the block 8.

In order to prevent the head 8 and the rail
1 from tilting, there are provided a plural-
ity of dowel-pins 13, which are secared in
any well-known manner to the head 3, and
are adapted to extend into the slot 7 on the
block 8, above and below the bolt 5.

The method of using the device will be
readily understood from the above descrip-
tion. When the usual shoulder on the bed
rail has been broken off, the head 3 may be
secured to the broken end of the rail 1 by
means of the rivets 2, and the nut 6 on the
bolt 5 adjusted the proper distance so as to
firmly grip the rail 1 to the block 8 when
the wedge 11 is driven home. There is thus
provided a simple and efficient device, which
may be readily adjusted to beds of various
sizes and styles.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent :—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a bed rail, of a head on
said bed rail, a bed end, a block on said
end, having a slot therein, a bolt removably
secured to said head and adapted to engage
a slot in said end, a wedge in said head
adapted to force said bolt into locking en-
gagement with said block, and means on
said head adapted to engage said slot, to
prevent tilting motion of said rail.

9. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a bed rail, of a head on
said bed rail, rivets for securing said head
to said bed rail, a bed end, a block on said
end, having a socket slot therein, a bolt re-
movably secured to said head, a nut adjust-
ably secured to said bolt and adapted to
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engage the socket slot in said end, a slotted
wedge in said head, threaded onto said bolt
and adapted to force said nut into locking
engagement with said block, and a plurality
of pins secured to said head, adapted to en-
gage said socket slot in said block, to pre-
vent tilting motion of said rail.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FREDERICK WILLIAM MERRIWEATHER.

Witnesses:

Gustave Kering,
F. J. Havrorr.




