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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. ON, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Littleton, in the county of Wetzel 
and State of West Virginia, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Checkreins for Harness, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawing. 
This invention relates to a check rein at 

tachment for harness, and the primary ob 
ject of my invention is to provide a novel 
take-up device for the check rein of a bridle, 
whereby the check rein can be released and 
restored to its normal position without the 
driver of a vehicle leaving the same. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a spring actuated take-up device for a 
check rein that can be easily and quickly re 
leased by a driver manipulating a whip that 
has a knot or other obstruction that can be 
placed in engagement with the device to re 
lease the same. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a check rein holder that is durable, 
inexpensive to manufacture, and highly effi 
cient for the purposes for which it is in 
tended. - 

With the above and other objects in view 
the invention resides in a novel construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts to 
be hereinafter specifically described and 
then claimed. 

Reference will now be had to the draw 
ing, wherein like numerals denote corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views, 
in which :- 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portion of 
a harness provided with the attachment. 
Fig. 2 is a large side elevation of the at 
tachment. 
same with one of the end plates or caps 
thereof removed. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal 
sectional view of the attachment. Eig. 5 
is a perspective view of the attached check 
rein hook or holder. 
In the accompanying drawing there is 

illustrated a bridle that is designated 1, 
said bridle having a check rein 2, the end of 
which is adapted to be detachably held rela 
tively to the saddle 3 of the harness, where 
by a horse's head will be maintained in an 
elevated position when being driven. 
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Mounted upon the saddle 3 is a saddle 

plate 4 and detachably mounted in said 

Spacification of Letters Patent. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view of the 
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plate is a screw 5 that has a head 6 and a 
spacing block T. Mounted between the 
spacing block 7 and head 6 of the screw is 
a cylindrical casing 8 that has the ends 
thereof interiorly screw threaded as at 9, 
to receive end plates or caps 10 that close 
the casing 8. The end plate or caps 10 are 
furthermore connected by a longitudinal bolt 
11 provided with a nut 12, said bolt being 
fixed relatively to the end plates or caps 10. 

Pivotally mounted upon the bolt 11, with 
in the cylindrical casing 8 is a drum or spool 
13, said drum being spaced intermediate the 
end plates or caps 10 by a spacing washer 14 
and a coiled spiral spring 15. The spring 
15 is attached to the bolt 11, as at 16 and 
the opposite end of said spring is attached 
to a Wrist pin 17, carried by the drum or 
spool 13. 
Attached to the drum or spool. 13 is the 

inner end of a tape or strap 18 that is wound 
upon said drum or spool, as best shown in 
Fig. 4. The tape 18 extends through a slot 
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19 provided therefor in the cylindrical cas 
ing 8, and the outer end of the tape is bent 
or folded upon itself, as at 20 and riveted 
or otherwise Secured, as at 21 to a check line 
holder 22. The check line holder 22 has an 
angle stop 23, a latch 24 and a hooked 
shaped end 25. The latch 24 is formed by 
bending the inner end of the holder 22 and 
the angle stop 23 is held by the rivet, or fas 
tening means 21 employed for attaching the 
holder to the outer end of the tape 18. 

Held between the spacing block 7 and the 
cylindrical casing 8 is a flat spring 26 that 
extends around the casing 8 to the top 
thereof and is provided with a keeper 27 
that has a transverse head 28 to engage be 
hind the latch 24, which is the form of two 
prongs, as best shown in Fig. 5. The keeper 
27 has a vertical arm 29 provided with a 
notch 30 and it is in this notch that the knot 
ted end of a whip is placed for shifting the 
keeper 27 to release the latch 24. 
The check rein 2 is attached to the hook 

shaped end 25 of the rein holder 22 and 
with the angle stop 23 in engagement with 
the casing 8, the keeper 27 engages the latch 
24 and prevents a horse from lowering its 
head. The driver of a vehicle can easily 
place the knotted end of the whip in engage 
ment with the arm 29 and by pulling upon 
the whip the arm 29 is moved to release the 
latch 24. The horse can then lower its head 
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and in so doing the spring 15 is placed under 
tension and the tape or strap 18 unwound, 
as shown in Fig. 1. 
When the horse places its head in an up 

right position, for instance after 'drinking 
water, the spring 15 revolves the drum or 
spool 13 and Winds the tape or strap 18 
thereon, the latch 24 being carried under 
the keeper 27 and held by said keeper until 
again released. The angle stop 
the inward movement of the tape or strap 
18 and correctly positions the check rein 
holder whereby the 'check rein will be held 
at the proper angle to retain the horse's 

5 head in an elevated position. 
It is thought that the operation and util 

ity of the harness attachment will be appar 
ent without further description, and I would 
have it understood that the invention is sus 
ceptible to such changes as are permissible 
by the appended claim. 
What I claim is:- 
A check rein attachment for harness com 

prising a casing, a spring controlled drum 
arranged therein, a tape wound upon the 

23 limits 

drum and having One end projecting from 
the top of Said casing, an upwardly inclined 
check rein holder having its end provided 
with a pair of lugs and a slot, an angle 
shaped stop securing said tape to the lower 
face of the holder and engaging the casing 
for limiting inward movement of the tape, 
means for connecting the casing to a saddle 
plate, a spring extending around the rear 
portion of and upon the top of the casing 
and having its lower end connected to Said 
means, a keeper carried by the upper end of 
said spring and extending between said lugs 
and engaging in said slot for preventing 
movement in either direction of said holder, 
and a vertically disposed notched arm car 
ried at the rear of the keeper and adapted to 
be engaged by a suitable device for shifting 
the keeper to release the holder. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. ON. 
Witnesses: 

WM. MACFEESNEY, 
H. L. CRICKBOURN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C.' 
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