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This invention pertains to an improved con 
struction for a hurdle for a running track. As 
used in modern Sports, such hurdles are of two 
Sizes, known generally as high hurdles and low 
hurdles. Heretofore, they have been ordinarily 
constructed as individual units which must be 
Set up in position on a track individually. At 
the end of a race, if the succeeding event is not 
a hurdle race, the hurdles must be removed from 
the track before the next event can be held. 
This necessitates handling each unit individually 
and consumes considerable time. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a Simple construction which may be handled in 
less time and by fewer men than has been required 
heretofore. 
Generally stated, the invention comprises an 

elongated Support in the form of a horizontal ball 
having at one end a leg which is supported in a 
ground socket at One side of the track. The bar 
lay then be SWung across the track like a gate, 

pivoting on the leg in the ground socket. When 
placed in position across the track, the outer end 
is Supported by an adjustable leg by which the 
bar Inay be leveled. A series of hurdle frames 
is mounted on the bar and spaced so as to be 
positioned in different track lanes. These frames 
are mounted to rotate on the bar, being pivoted 
at a point, intermediate their upright Inenbers. 
The pivot is so located that When one side of the 
frame is up, the height is that of a high hurdle 
and when the opposite side is up, its height is 
that of a low hurdle. A resilient detent is mount 
ed in the frame for engagement with a Socket on 
the bar, so that by engaging Said detent in its 
socket the hurdle frame may be held in its upright 
position. A plurality of Such detents, or a plural 
ity of sockets, may be provided so that the frarine 
may be set with either side up. Accordingly, the 
same frame may be adjusted to provide either a, 
high hurdle or a low. The detent is releasable 
So when the hurdle is struck by a runner, the 
detent is released and the frame can rotate on 
the bar. 
A preferred embodiment of this invention is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawing in which 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a hurdle construction 

cembodying this invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail partly in section 

showing the manner of mounting the hurdle ; 
frames on the bar; 

Fig. 3 is a detail section of the mounting fitting 
taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a side view of the fitting shown in Fig. 
3; and 
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Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view of the adjust 

able foot of an intermediate Support. 
Referring now to the drawing, designates a 

horizontal bar which may be an aluminum pipe. 
This bar has connected thereto, by any suitable 
means, such as an elbow 2, a vertical leg 3. As 
shown in Sig. 1 the leg 3 is arranged to be Sup 
ported in a ground Socket which is usually a 
short section of pipe large enough to receive the 
leg 3 and Set in concrete in the ground. The 
bar thus forms a sort of gate which may be 
SWuling across the track or back to a position 
parallel to the track at one side thereof. An 
adjustable leg, not shown, may be provided at. 
the swinging end of the bar for engagement with 
the ground to support that end when in position 
across the track. This leg may be adjusted to 
raise or lower its end of the bar f so that the 
latter may be made level. 
Mounted at intervals along the bar is a series 

of hurdle frames generally rectangular in form 
and comprising. horizontal rails 6 and " and ver 
tical rails 8 and 9. These frames are mounted On 
the bar by means of fittings to, one on each 
of the vertical members 8 and 9. Each fitting 
comprises a hub having a bore 2 fitted to the 
bar so that it may rotate thereon. Extending 
radially from the hub in opposite directions are 
Shanks 3 and 4. The shank 4 has a lateral 
extension as shown in Fig. 2 in which a hole 5 is 
drilled or otherwise formed to provide a passage. 
extending down to the bore 2. In this passage 
is a ball S which may be a steel ball such as 
used in ball bearings. A spring 7 is arranged to 
bear at one end on the ball 6 and at the other 
end on a set, Screw 8 threaded into the passage 
5 and by which the pressure of the spring 7 
may be adjusted. The ball 6 is arranged to be 
engageable in a socket on the bar . Such socket 
may be in the form of a simple spherical or 
conical depression or it may be in the form of a 
groove 9 extending along the bar for a greater 
or less distance. Such a groove provides for a 
certain degree of lateral adjustment of the hurdle 
frame along the bar. Both the rails 6 and 7 and 
the vertical members 8 and 9 may be of tubular 
construction. In the illustrated embodiment, a 
rectangular tube is shown. The shanks 3 and 4 
are sized so as to fit within the tubes of the men 
bers 8 and 9. Thus, the upper and lower frame 
sections may be mounted on the fittings () by 
slipping these shanks into the tubular members 
8 and 9 and securing them by rivets 20, or other 
Wise. 
In this way each hurdle frame is revolubly 
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mounted on a bar so that it may be positioned 
with the rail 6 uppermost as shown in Fig. 1, SO 
as to provide a low hurdle, or with the rail 7 
uppermost So as to provide a high hurdle. In 
either position, one or more of the detents 6 
may be engaging in a corresponding Socket 9 
to retain the frame in that position. The Suc 
cessive frames may be separated from each other 
on the bar i? by tubular spacers 2 mounted on 
the bar between the frames. Also, between cer 
tain successive frames extra supporting legs 22, 
similar to the end leg and also adjustable for 
height, may be provided to support the Weight 
of the bar [ and the frames thereon at a -plu 
rality of points along the bar. These extra legs, 
of course, are positioned between the track-lanes. 
Ordinarily, they are placed so that there are two 
hurdle frames between each pair of 'supporting 
legS. 

It will be seen that this invention provides 
a simple and cheap construction, for a hurdle.of 
this type. The frames being made of aluminum 
tubing are very light. The fittings may be 
aluminum castings so as not to add , excessive 
Weight to the frames. When the hurdle is to be 
placed in position, or removed from the track, 
it can be handled by one man lifting the. Swing 
ing end of the bar and Swinging it like a gate 
on the leg 3 as a pivot, either to a position across 
the track or to a position along the side of the 
track. Thus, a whole set of hurdles can be re 
moved from or placed on the track in a mini 
mum of time, and by a single man. Each frame 
may be set for either high or low hurdles and 
When SO Set is releasably fixed in position So 
that when struck by a runner it falls readily 
without dangerously obstructing his progress. 

Warious changes may be made in the details 
of construction, within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the Spirit of this 
invention. Parts of the invention may be used 
without the whole and improvements may be 
added while j'etaining Some or all; of the advan 
tages of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A hurdle for a running track comprising, a 

support having a horizontal bar spanning a multi 
lane track, Said Support, having a leg pivotally 
mounted in a ground Socket at one side of the 
track to swing as a gate across the track, an 
adjustable leg at the swinging end of said sup 
port for leveling said bar, hurdle frames rev 
olubly mounted on said bar in the track lanes, 
and releasable deterits on Said frames engaging 
Sockets on said bar to retain Said frames in up 
right position until struck by, a runner. 

2. A hurdle for a running track comprising, a 
Support having a horizontal bar spanning...a multi 
lane track, Said support having a leg pivotally 
mounted in a ground: socket at one side of the 
track to Swing as a gate across the track, hurdle 

O 

15. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

4. 
frames revolubly mounted on said bar in the track 
lanes, and an adjustable ground support for Said 
bar between Successive hurdle frames. 

3. A hurdle for a running track comprising, a 
horizontal bar spanning a plurality of track lanes, 
a plurality of hurdle frames having horizontal 
and vertical members, said frames being collec 
tively supported revolubly on said bar at inter 
mediate"points of said vertical members such that 
when in upright positions each frame provides a 
high hurdle and when in inverted position a low 
hurdle, releasable resilient detents on said frames 
engaging SocketS on Said bar to retain said frames 
in upright position, and a leg On one end of Said 
bar rotatebly mounted in a Socket at the side 
of the track, whereby Said hurdle frames may be 
simultaneously removed from the track by swing 
ing said baron said leg as a pivot. 

4. A hurdle for a running track comprising a 
horizontal bar spanning a plurality of track lanes, 
a plurality of hurdle frames having horizontal 
and Vertical members, said frames being col 
lectively supported revolubly on said bar at in 
termediate points of Said vertical members such 
that When in upright position each frame pro 
vides a high hurdle and when in inverted posi 
tion a low hurdle, releasable resilient detents on 
Said frames engaging SocketS. on said bar to re 
tain Said frames in upright position, a leg on 
One end of Said bar rotatably mounted in a socket 
at the side of the track, whereby said hurdle 
frames may be simultaneously removed from the 
track by SWinging Said bar on Said leg, as a pivot, 
and One or more Supporting legs Secured to said 
bar positioned beside.track lanes and adjustable 
in height to level said bar. 

5. A hurdle for a running track comprising, a 
horizontal bar. Spanning a plurality of track lanes 
and having a leg On one end thereof rotatably 
mounted in a socket at the side of the track, 
a plurality of hurdle frames collectively sup 
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ported revolubly on Said bar, and means releas 
ably retaining said frames in upright position 
on said bar until struck by a runner. 
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