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My invention relates to articles of apparel and
more particularly to gowns of the type adapted to
be worn by patients while confined in hospitals.

Heretofore, gowns of the kind adapted to be
worn by patients in hospitals have been of the
type which open in the back, with the edges of
the complemental back sections being provided
with tapes adapted to be tied together to effect
closure of the back of the gown and securement
thereof on the wearer. Such gowns, as pres-
ently constructed, have ecertain disadvantages.
For example, the edges of the back sections of
the gowns, when the tapes are tied at best only
abut each other, thus, when any stress is applied
to such a gown circumferentially thereof the back
sections separate exposing the body of the wearer.
Additionally, the tapes frequently become knotted
S0 as to necessitate cutting of the tapes in order
to permit removal of the gown. Thus, in order
to recondition the gown for service new tapes must
be applied, all of which adds to the maintenance
cost of the gown. Another disadvantage is the
discomfort experienced by the patient because of
the position of the tied tapes along the backbone
of the patient. Still another disadvantage of
such hospital gowns is the excessive material in
the lower portion of the gown which tends to
bunch or fold up under the body of the patient
resulting in discomfort, as well as hampering the
patient in his movements.

Accordingly, it is an object of my invention to
provide a gown of the type described so con-
structed that when worn the back of the patient
is completely covered at all times, while a mini-
mum of material is disposed under the patient,
thereby avoiding discomfort to him.

Another object of my invention is the provision
of novel means for effecting securement of the
gown on the wearer so as to eliminate the neces-
sity for use of tapes with their attendent disad-
vantages and discomfort.

Other and further objeets and advantages of
my invention will become apparent from the fol-
lowing description when considered in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing in which—

Fig. 1 is a rear perspective view of a gown in
accordance with my invention ang showing the
Same as worn on a body.

Fig. 2 is a similar fragmentary view showing
another manner of securing the garment, and

Fig. 3 is a fractional perspective view of a de-
tail of construction.

Referring to the drawing, my invention com-
prises a gown indicated generally by the numeral
5, the front section 6 and sleeves 7 of which may
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be of conventional construction. The gown is of
the type which opens in the back and includes
two compiemental back panels 9 and 10 attached
to the front section and sleeves in a well-known
manner. The said panels are identically shaped
but when embodied in the gown construction are
arranged in confronting complemental relation,
as illustrated in Figs. 1and 2. Each of the panels
8 and 10 is cut from fabric material so that the
warp and woof of the fabric extends in the direc-
tions indicated by the arrows A—A and B—B re-
spectively. Thus, the free longitudinal edge If
of each of the said panels 9 and (0 actually is on
2 bias cut. Stitched to the upper edge of the

“front section § and rear panels 9 and (0 of the

gown is a finishing tape (2, the ends of which
extend for a short distance beyond the longi-
tudinal edges 11 of the back panels, as illustrated
in Fig.' 3. Attached to each of the ends of said
tape is a substantially flat member 13, which may
be formed of heavy woven fabric or any other suit-
able material and which serves as a fastening ele-
ment. As will be apparent by reference to Fig.
3, the member I3 preferably is arranged at right
angles to the longitudinal axis of the tape 2.
Each of the panels 9 and 10 is provided with a
button hole 14 which is spaced back from the
longitudinal edge i1 of each panel, the members
{3 cooperating with the buttonholes 14 to se-
cure the gown. It will be understood however,
that any other suitable type of fastening means
may be employed to effect securement of the gown
on the body of a wearer.

While the gown is illustrateq as embodying a
raglan type sleeve, it will be understood that my
invention which relates specifically to the con-
struction of the back panels may be used in gowns
or garments with any other suitable type of
sleeve.

The manner of use of my improved gown should
be apparent from the foregoing description, but
briefly stated it is as follows. When the gown is
blaced on the body of a wearer, the panels 9 and
18 are arranged so that one overlaps the other, as
llustrated in Pig. 1. In this arrangement the
panel 19 overlaps the panel 9 and the fastening
element {3 thereof is passed through the button-
hole 14 of panel 9, from the outside inwardly,
while the fastening element 13 of the comple-
mental panel 10 is passed through the buttonhole
14 of panel 10, from the inside outwardly. As
will be apparent by reference to Fig. 2 the panels
9 and {0 may be oppositely positioned with panel
9 overlapping pane] 10. The fastening means are
positioned on opposite sides of the longitudinal
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center of the body and away from the backbone
of the wearer where discomfort would normally be
experienced. Because of the bias cut of the
panels, the longitudinal marginal edges 1 of the
panels § and {6 fend to cross each other at a
point somewhere below the mid point of the gown,
as illustrated in Fig. 1. Thus, while the back of
the wearer is completely covered at all times, the
portions of the panels extending below the hips
are of less width than the upper portions and
additionally tend to separate, as illustrated in
Fig. 1, thus minimizing the tendency of the ma-
terial to lay in bunches or folds under the wearer,
thereby adding to the comforf of the wearer.

While the invention has been described in rela- 1

tion to & hospital gown, it will be understood that
the invention may find application in other arti-
cles of wearing apparel. It is also to be under-
stood that it is contemplated that the invention
will be applied to front panels as well as back
panels of articles of wearing apparel.

I claim: )

1. Tn an article of wearing apparel of approxi-
mately knee length, two complemental panels co-
operatively forming the back portion of said arti-
cle, each of said panels being cut on a bias to
provide a relatively wide width at the upper por-
tiong thereoi and tapering down to a relatively
narrower width at the bottom side portions there~-
of and cooperatively forming the back portion
of said article and disposed in overlapped relation
to each other to completely cover the back of the
person to the waist and separated below the waist,
each of said panels having a buttonhole spaced in-
wardly from the free edge thereof and proximate
to the neck portion thereof, a tape extending
from the free edge of each of said panels and hav-
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ing an enlargement at the end thereof to engage
with a buttonhole of a complemental panel to re-
tain said panels in the overlapped relation afore-
said.

2. Tn an article of wearing apparel of approxi-
mately knee length, two complemental panels
each being cut on a bias to provide a relatively
wide width at the upper portions. thereof and
tapering down to a relatively narrower width at
the bottom side portions thereof and coopera-
tively forming the back portion of said article,
each of said panels having a buttonhole spaced
inwardly from the free edge thereof and proxi-
mate to the neck portion thereof, an extension
connected to the iree edge of each of said panels
and having an enlargement at the end thereof to
engage with a buttonhole of a complemental
panel, said enlargements when engaged in co-
operating buttonholes securing the marginal edge
portion of the upper portion of one of said panels
in overlapping relation to a corresponding por-
tion of the other of said panels to the waist of
the wearer while the marginal edge portions of
the lower portions of said panels positioned below
the waist are in substantially spaced relation.

DAVID E. WEISS.
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