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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM. M. RANDOLPH, OF PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, 
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To all thon it may concern; 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM M. RAN 

DOLPH, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Pittsburgh, in the county of 
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Nail-Cutters; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription thereof. 
My invention relates to nail cutters or 

trimmers and has special reference to such 
devices for cutting or trimming finger and 
toe nails. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a cheap, simple and efficient nail cutter or 
trimmer, which will be of convenient and 
shapely form, will be capable of operating 
without injury to the finger or toe, and will 
be operable to present different sharpened 
edges for cutting or trimming the nails 
when desired. 
To these ends my invention consists, gen 

erally stated, in the novel arrangement, con 
struction and combination of parts, as here 
inafter more specifically set forth and de 
scribed and particularly pointed out in the 
claims, 
To enable others skilled in the art to 

which my invention appertains to construct 
and use my improved nail cutter and trim 
mer, I will describe the same more fully, 
referring to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved 
nail cutter or trimmer; Fig. 2 is a side view 
of the same; Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross 
section on the line 3-3 Fig. 1: Fig. 4 is an 
enlarged longitudinal section taken centrally 
of the same on the line 4-4 Fig. 1; and Fig. 
5 is a plan view showing another form of 
the cutter or trimmer. 

Like symbols of reference herein indicate 
like parts in each of the figures of the draw 
Ing. 
As illustrated in the drawing A repre 

sents my improved nail cutter or trimmer 
which is formed of the supporting body or 
plate a and the cutter or trimmer b mounted 
on the front side thereof. The plate a can 
be formed of any suitable material, thin 
sheet metal, such as steel preferred, and the 
cutter b is formed of thin sheet metal such 
as steel. The plate a is provided with a slot 
1, lengthwise and centrally of the same, and 
one end of such plate is preferably pointed, 
as at 2, and the other end is preferably 
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rounded or semicircular, as at 3, while if 
desired, one side of such plate, such as ad 
jacent to the end 2, may be grooved or 
roughened, as at 4, so as to constitute a file 
portion on said plate. The cutter () is cir 
cular in form and is pivotally mounted on 
the plate a by means of the pin or rivet 5 
centrally of the same. On the outer face 
of the cutter b is the cutting edge 6 which 
is formed by beveling the outer edge of such 
face So as to form a sharpened periphery on 
the cutter. The cutting edge 6 on the cutter 
b extends slightly beyond one end of the 
slot 1 in the plate a and the ends of such 
slot are semi-circular or rounded as at 1. 
while if desired, the end 1' adjacent said 
cutting edge may be curved back or flared 
on the under or back side of the plate a, and 
back from the front side of the same, as at 
1' to prevent a thin edge and thus enable 
the nail to be more easily engaged by the 
cutting edge 6 on the cutter b. 

In the use of my improved nail cutter or 
trimmer, the end of the nail of a person's 
finger or thumb, such as is shown at 6 in 
Fig. 4 is placed within the slot 1 in the plate 
a, and against the cutting edge 6 on the cut 
ter b, whereupon by moving said nail along 
said edge the end of the nail can be cut and 
trimmed to the thickness and length desired, 
and the sides of such plate adjacent said slot 
will act as a guard to prevent cutting. Scrap 
ing or other injury to the finger. In case 
the cutting edge 6 on the cutter b extending 
over the end of the slot 1 in the plate a be 
comes dull another sharpened portion on said 
edge may be presented over said end by sim 
ply moving or rotating said cutter around on 
its pivot 5 through inserting the finger in 
the slot or depression therein, the cutter b 
being held securely by its pivot 5 but being 
capable of movement under sufficient pres 
Se. 

If desired, the cutting edge 6 on the cut 
terb may be provided with a series of sepa 
rate cutting edges 6' by forming serrations 
or concave portions in Said edge (such as 
shown in Fig. 5), so that each of said con 
cave edges can be curved over the seat 1 in 
the plate a, when desired, by the finger piece 
7' which is pressed out of said plate, while 
various other changes in the design, construc 
tion, arrangement and application of my im 
proved device may be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention or 
sacrificing any of its advantages. 
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10. 

It will thus be seen that my improved nail 
cutter or trimmer will be a handy and con 
venient article for the pocket and will always 
be ready for instant and comfortable use, 
while at the same time it will do its work 
neatly and conveniently and without injury 
to the person on which it is used. The cutters 
can be readily removed when required and 
can be easily removed for sharpening when 
desired. . 
What claim as my invention and desire 

to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A nail-cutter comprising a body mean 

be having a narrow slot within the same for 
5 

20 

receiving a nail-edge, and a circular cutter 
plate rotatably mounted on said member and 
having its cutting edge extending trans 
versely across one end of said slot. 

2. A nail-cutter comprising a body mem 
ber having a narrow slot within the same for 
receiving a nail-edge, and a circular cutter 

edge. 
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plate rotatably mounted on said member and 
having its cutting edge extending trans 
versely across one end of said slot, said body 
member being thinned down at said slot end 
on the under side of said member. 

3. A nail-cutter comprising a plate having 
one end thereof formed with a file surface 
and a cleaning point, said plate having 
formed therein a narrow slot for receiving a 
nail-edge, and a circular blade mounted on 
said plate with its edge projecting trans 
versely across said slot, said blade being ro 
tatable to permit of changing the cutting 

in testimony whereof I, the said WILLIAM 
M. RANDOLPH, have hereunto set my hand. 

WILLIAM M. RANDOLPH. 
Witnesses: . . R. D. P. MILLER, 

J. N. COOKE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents, 
. Washington, D. C.” 

  

  

  


