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Un% invention relates to packages, and
more particularly to an improved pacl\aoc
for braids and the ]11’.\, such as shoe-lacings

and corset lacings, wherein two lacings ave
banded to form o pfm or ultimate ’)ad age,
then a multiple unit of such pairs assembled
and handed together in rows of piles into a
niinor pﬂchade o1 holder, and a definite
number of these minor pftckwes or contain-
ers-assembled or deposited into a m‘t]or con-
tainer or box.

In the trade these lacings are handled by
the jobber 1 gross Tots and multiples there-

of, while the 10&11 er ordinarily purchases in

(]0/ n lots and in turn sells to the consumer
in single pairs, and to facilitate this practice
in the trade the minor packages usually con-
tain a dozen single pairs, and the major
holders a half-dozen or dozen minor con-
tainers, whereby each unit such as a pair,
dozen or gross or multiple thereof may be
instantly and without counting picked up
and prezented to the customer \Vl*bout dis-
turbing the remaining units in the box.

One of the objects of the present invention
ig to proude a minor container from which
pilfering of a single pair is rendered difficult
without detection. 'To accomplish this ob-
ject the invention consists in the provision
of means whereby it is rendered difficult to
-remove a pair of lacings from a lower layer

without first removing one or more from the

top layer or qupenmposed layers, the ab-
sence of a pair from the top layer being in-
stantly noted by simply g olancing at the con-
tainer. Such means resides Orenu:ally in a
novel form of closure for the minor con-
tainer; whereby access is permitted only to
the ends of the single pair packages or bun-
dles of the top layer for the purpose of their
removal, the closure covering the intermedi-
ate portion of the top of the container, and
the closure being further secured to the side
of the container by a novel means of inter-
locking therewith, whereby unlocking is ren-
dered difficult, especially when the said
minor containers are in side by side abut-
ting relaticn in the major container or box.

Divers other objects and advantages will
be apparent to others skilled in the art as
the description proceeds.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this specification, in which like num-

Jation thereto, and

Jarged terminus or head 18.

bers of reference denote lile parts wherever
they occur, ‘ , . .
Figure 1 is a perspective view exhibiting
a box ormajor contdiner with the cover® re-
moved and having therein a lalf-dozen
minor containers of shoe- lacings;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a ininor

(un’mmel as it appears removed from the
major container, the cover ov closure being
shown in locked relation therewith; ‘

T1gme 8 is a similar view but showmg the
cover of the miner container in unlocked 7e:
with an ultimate package
of a single pair of lacings partly withdrawn
therefrom; and - -

Figure £ is a detached view of one banclefl
pair of lacings ag it appears when Lunovcu
from the minor container. ’

The lacings -1 are. first banded in pairs

preferably by a paper band 2, on which suit-
able characters: or advertising matter may
be carried.
are then packed into”a minor container 3,
substantially rectangular in-:shape, being
preferably arranged into three superimposed
rows of four pairs each. The: container 3
is preferably formed of card-board, straw

board, or other semi-flexible sheet nmtelml,
and. ifs open top is covered by a closure or
flap 4, preferably formed as'an integral ex-
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A dozen such pairs of lacings
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tensmn from the rear side 5 of the container -

3 and pivoting about the crease 6 therein.
The ends 7 of the cover 4 términate short of
the ends 8 of the container 3, leaving open-
ings in the top at either end for the display
of the contents and affording access to the

ends of the lacings 1 in the top layer only.

The forward end of the cover 4 is creased at:
9 and bent over at right angles into a de-
pending flange 10, the intermediate portion
of which enlarges downwardly into a tongue
11, having a restricted neck 12, and an en-
The tongue, 11
is adapted to engage a slit 14 formed in the
front wall 15 of the container 3, as best

shown in Figure 2, the upper portion of the

tongue abuttlno aoamst the outer side of the
Waﬁ 15 and the lower portion against its
inner side.” The head 13 of the tongue is

wider than the chord across the slit 14, and -
the neck 12 is narrower in width th‘lll the.

same.
The tongue 11, however, is Spht lonoqtu-
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dinally at 16, whereby the head 13 is ren-
dered collapsible in width, the split 16 per-
mitting the split portions of the tongue to
overlap upon pressure between the fingers
of the packer, and the collapsed head may
then be introduced into the slit 14, spread-
ing out again automatically after passage
therethrough when released and held be-
tween the contents 1 and the wall 15 of the
container. The containers 3 are then placed
side by side in abutting relation in the
major container or box 17. When the box
17 1s full, no access is afforded to the tongues
11, on account of the abutting relation of

- the minor containers and any opening of

the closures 4 is practically prevented. TFur-
thermore, if a container 3 be removed, its
cover 4 is not easily opened without deform-
ing the tongue 11 or the slit 14. . And with-
out opening the cover 4, it is extremely dif-
ficult to remove lacings from any but the
top layer, the absence of any lacings from
the top layer being readily detected at a
glance.

It will be obvious that divers modifica-
tions or refinements of this invention may
be made without materially departing from
the principles involved. Ior example, the
units of merchandise need not necessarily
be confined to shoe-lacings, nor need the ul-
timate unit be a pair, nor the minor holder

contain a dozen pair, nor the major holder
a half-dozen minor holders, but any other
suitable plural units may be employed.
Having - thus described this invention, I
hereby reserve the benefit of all changes in
form, arrangement, order, or use of parts,
as it is evident that many minor changes
may be made therein without departing
from the spirit of this invention or the scope

‘of the following claim.

I claim:

A container substantially rectangular in
shape, formed of semi-flexible material hav-
ing an open top and an integral closure pro-
jecting from ome side thereof, the ends of
the closure terminating short of the ends of
the container, whereby openings remain at
either end of the top when the latter is
spanned by the said closure, the opposite
side wall of the container containing a slit,
said closure having an integral depending
flange engaging said side wall and terminat-
ing in a tongue adapted to engage the said
slit, said tongue having a neck narrower
than the slit and a terminating head wider
than the slit, and the said head being split
to render the same collapsible in width.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature.

HENRY HEBELER, Jr.



