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[57] - ABSTRACT
A plate-like base has a moulded chair seat mounted

‘thereon for rotation about a vertical axis. Laterally

spaced supports are mounted on the base to straddle a
boat seat. Clamping bars are mounted on the base to
secure the base and chair seat to a boat seat and the
laterally spaced supports are provided with leg por-
tions which adjust the length of the laterally spaced
supports to engage the hull of the boat to provide
added support for the chair seat.

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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CONVERTIBLE CHAIR FOR FISHERMAN &
CAMPERS

"BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention: -

The present invention relates generally to utility
chairs for sportsmen and more specifically relates to a
convertible chair for alternate use by campers on land
or by fishermen on a boat.

The desirability of utility chairs for use by fishermen
and campers has long been recognized by sportsmen

"and many designs incorporating various features partic-

ularly advantageous to the fisherman or camper have
‘been produced by manufacturers to satisfy such de-
sires. However, no_utility chair has been heretofore
produced which can be successfully converted for use
under all conditions by both fishermen and campers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
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The present invention is unique in that it provides a -

convertible chair which is equally adaptable for use by

the fisherman and camper. In' this respect, a rectangu- .

lar plate-like base has a moulded plastic chair seat se-
cured thereto for. rotation on a vertical axis. Laterally
spaced inverted U-shaped members and horizontal
bases therefor are secured to upwardly formed laterally
spaced flanges about opposite side edges of the base.
Depending tubular legs of the U-shaped member each
have leg portions telescopically received therein, the
leg portions each including a universally pivotable foot

member and being individually adjustable to adjust the

length of the U-shaped supports to compensate for un-
evenness of a supporting surface for the chair. Clamp-
ing bars are mounted on the base adjacent each of the
U-shaped members to extend in underlying relationship
to and transversely of a transverse boat seat spaced
from the hull of a boat. Each clamping bar is mounted
to clamp the downwardly facing surface of the base to
the boat seat and the adjustable leg portions of the U-
shaped members are adjusted to engage the hull of the
boat and provide additional support to the chair seat

regardless of the position of the chair seat.longitudi-’

nally of the boat seat and boat.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring to the drawings wherein like reference nu-
merals indicate like parts throughout the views:

FIG. 1 is a transverse sectional view through a boat
showing the convertible chair of the present invention
in front elevation and mounted on the seat of the boat;

FIG. 2 is a view in vertical section as seen from the
line 2—2 of FIG. 1 showmg the convertlble charr in
side elevation; and

FIG. 3 is an enlarged partrally exploded perspective
view of a portion of the convertible chair of FIGS. 1
and 2 portions thereof being broken away and shown
in cross section.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the drawings, a convertible chair
for general use by sportsmen is indicated generally by
the numeral 10. FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate the use of the
convertible chair 10 in conjunction with a conventional
fishing boat A, only a transversely extended seat 11
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spaced from a hull portion 12 being fragmentarily
shown. While the convertible chair 10 is shown and de-
scribed in use on a conventional fishing boat A, it will
become apparent hereinafter that the chair 10 may be
detached from the seat 11 and supported on other sur-
faces of an even or uneven character. As shown, the
chair 10 includes a generally horizontally disposed base
13 and a chair seat 14. The chair seat 14 is formed from
moulded plastic material such as polyethylene or other
high impact type plastics and includes a horizontally
disposed portion 15, a vertically disposed backrest por-
tion 16 and laterally spaced connecting side portions
17 extending between the horizontally disposed portion
15 and backrest 16. Chair seat 14 is secured to the base
13 by means such as the telescoping pin and socket
members 18, 19 mounted on he bottom surface of the
chair seat 14 and upper surface of the base 13 respec-
tively. The members 18, 19 are disposed generally cen-
trally of the base 13. Base 13 is a rectangular plate-like
member having a downwardly facing surface 20 which
further includes upwardly formed laterally spaced
flanges 21.

Laterally spaced support means for the base 13 and
chair seat 14 include a pair of inverted U-shaped mem-
bers 22. Each U-shaped member 22 has a horizontal
central portion 23 and a leg 24 depending from each
end of the horizontal central portion 23. The horizontal
central portions 23 of the U-shaped members 22 are
secured one to each one-of the flanges 21 of the base
13 by means of a pluralrty ‘of nut equipped carriage
bolts 25. "

Clamping means for securing the downwardly facing
surface 20 of the base 13 in engagement with the upper
surface of the boat seat 11 include a pair of clamping
bars 28. Clamping bars 28 are positioned so' the longi-
tudinal axis thereof extends in underlying relationship
to and transversely of the boat seat 11 with one of the
clamping bars 28 adjacent to each of the U-shaped
members 22. Wing nut equipped threaded carriage
bolts 29 extend through openings 3¢, 31, formed in the
base. 13 and opposite ends of each of the clamping bars
28 respectively, to draw the clamping bars 28 and sur-
face 20 of base 13 into clamping engagement with the
boat seat 11. As seen in FIG. 1 the clamping bars 28
and bolts 29 function equally-as well to clamp the chair
10 to relatively thick seats 11 (such as those equipped
with flotation material) or relatively thin seats (such as
those formed from boards or the like and indicated in
dotted lines by the numeral 11a). When the chair 10 is
secured to the seat 11, in the manner shown in FIGS.
1.and 2, the inverted U-shaped members 22 are posi-
tioned to straddle the seat 11, the flange 21 and hori-
zontal central portions 23 serving to stiffen the base 13
against forces being applied by the clamping bars 28,
A plurahty of horizontal brace members 35 (one of
which is secured to and extends between lower end
portions of adjacent-ones of each of the tubular legs
24) are provided to impart rigidity to the support
means for the chair 10. Opposed ones 35a of the base
members 35 which extend between the legs 24 of each
of the U-shaped members 22 are detachably secure by
nut equipped bolts 36 to permit mounting of the chair
10 with the legs 24 of the U-shaped members 22 strad-
dling the seat 11.

Means for adjusting the length of the support means
or U-shaped members 22 to engage the hull 12 of the
boat A and provide added support to the chair 10 in-
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~clude a leg portion 38 telescopically received in each
of the tubular legs 24. Each leg portion 38 has a lower
extended end which mounts a foot member 39 for uni-
versal pivotal movements. A set screw 40 is threadedly
'engaged in-each of the legs 24 to engage and limit tele-
scopic movemerits of the legs 24 and respective leg por-
tions 38. As can be seen in FIGS. 1 and 2 the leg por-
tions 38 are adjustable to engage the hull 12 and pro-
vide added support to the chair in spite of the fact that
the hull 12 may present an inclined surface at the loca-
tion of the chair 10. This, of course, permits the chair
10 to be located at any position longitudinally- of the
seat 11, or at.any one of a plurallty of seats 11 posi-
tioned longitudinally of a boat A, since the leg portions
38 and foot members 39 can compensate for the partic-
ular inclination of the hull 12.

When the chair 10 is to be alternately used as a fish-
mg chair on land or.as a camping chair at a camp site
it is removed from the boat A by removing the horizon-
tal brace members 35a and clamping bars 28. The leg
portions 38 are thereafter readjusted to conform to the
particular terrain on whnch the chair is to be used.

. We claim: -

1. A convertible chair for use in boats havmg a‘trans-
versely extended seat spaced above the hull of the boat,
said convertible chair comprising;

a. a horizontally disposed base having a downwardly

facing surface;

b. a chair seat; : :

c. means securing said chair seat to said base;

d. support means spaced laterally for straddling of

4 ,
- 3. The structure of claim 1. wherein. said support
means includes a pair of two laterally spaced inverted
U-shaped members, each U-shaped member having a
horizontal central portion and a leg depending from

‘each- end of said  horizontal central portion, and

wherein said base is a rectangular plate-like member
having an upwardly formed stiffening flange extended
along each side edge thereof, each flange being secured

to said horizontal central portion of an ad_]acent in-
verted U-shaped member: -
4. The structure of claim 3 wherein said legs depend-

. ing from each end of said horizontal central portions
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the transversely extended boat seat, said support

means including at least three leg portions;
€. means mounting said base on said support means;

. clamping means for securing said downwardly fac-
ing surface of said base in engagement with the
transversely extending boat seat to support said

. . chair on the boat seat; and

g. means for adjusting the length of each leg portlon
to engage the hull of the boat to provxde added sup-
port for the chair.
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are tubular and'a leg portion having a lower extended
end is telescopically received in each of said tubular
legs, each of said leg portions including a foot member
mounted on said lower extended end for universal piv-
otal movements and wherein a set screw is threadedly
engaged in each of said tubular legs for limiting tele-
scopic movements of a respectwe leg portlon relatlve
thereto.

*5. The structure of claim 4 wherem said laterally
spaced support means: further includes a plurality. of
horizontally disposed brace members, one of said brace
members being secured to and extended lower end por-
tions of adjacent ones of each of said tubular legs, op-
posed ones of said brace members which extend be-
tween the tubular legs of each inverted U-shaped mem- .
ber being detachably secured to a respective inverted
U-shaped member whereby said inverted U-shaped
members may be positioned to straddle the boat seat
and engage the hull of the boat,

6. The structure of claim 4 wherein said clampmg
means-includes a horizontally disposed longltudmally
extended clamping bar having a longitudinal axis ex-
tending in underlying relationship to and transversely

_ of the boat seat and means mounting said clamping bar

for clamping movements with respect to said base, said

" ‘'means mounting said clamping bar including nut-
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equipped threaded bolts extended through said base

.- and each end of said clamping bar. .

2. The structure of clalm 1 whereln said chair seat is -

rotatably secured to said base for rotation on a vertical
‘axis and wherein said mears securing said chair seat to
said base includes cooperating telescoping pin and
socket members mounted -on said base and.chair. seat

]

7. The structure of claim 6 wherein said clamping’
means includes a pair of said clampmg bars, said

" clamping bars being disposed to ‘extend in underlying
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relationship to and transversely of the boat séat with
one thereof ad]acent each U-shaped supporting struc-
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