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To all whome il mwey coneer:

Beitknown that T, Wanrne Vinna Grusrnr,
a subject of the King of Great Britain, and »
resident of Port Hlizabeth, in Cape Colony,
have invented a new and Jmproved Standard
for "mppmtino Wires and the Like, of which
the following is a full, elear, and (‘\*-ui. tle-
scription.

My invention relates to standards for sup-
porting wires and the like, and admits of gen-
eral use, but is peculinrly valuable for pur-
poses of feneing.

My invention relates more part i(-n] arly to
a certain form of standard made, prefecably,
of sheet. metal and formed from a l)lml\ of
such metal bent into suitable conformity to
be driven into the earth and tosupport the
wires or cables, the standard being particu-
larly adapted to be nested in order to save
transportation expenses and possessing con-
stractional advantages hereinafter set forth.

Reforence is to be had to the accompanying
(lm,\vings forming a p‘u{; of this specilication,
in which similar charactors of 1'131(51(\,11(,,(! indi-
sale corresponding p,u*i, in all the figures.

Figurel 15(be(|(‘ elovation of o blank pressed
or s{,(unlmd rom sheet metal and ready to be
bent into shape soas to fori one of thestand-
ards.  Fig. 2 is a side clevation showing the
blank as bent so that the side walls arve curved
in toward cach other in order to form the
outer walls of the standard. g, 30 a front
elevation viewed as from the left of Wig. 1,
showing the appearance of the blanlk when
thus bent.  Fig. 4 is a fragmenlary plan view
showing the standard with its top portion
completed. Fig. 5is a horizontal section npon
the line 5 5 of IMig. ¢ looking in the direction
of the arvow. Hig. 618 an enlarged perspec-
tive viesw of the cap of the standard.  Fig.
is a side elevation showing a number of the
standards nested together, and Fig. Sisa frout
elevation showing a nest of the standards
ready for shipping.

In carrying out my invention [ stamp or
press from a sheet of metal a ))Lml\ of sub-
stantially the form shown in Fig. 1 and con-

sisting of a hody portion «, terminating in an
edge

which afterward forms the neck of

the standard, the body portion being further
provided with a pointed portion «°, adapted
to enter the ground in the same manner as
spade.  The l)mi\' portion « has side portions
O and also aib saitable intervals slots 4, ar-

ranged ommsnoi, s asshown, and terminating
in bulbs #, the bulbs of ane pair of slots he-
ing (z,u.uw'vtl at the same lovel, while other
portions of the slots are ehhposv(l at different
levels or provided with opposite inelinations.
The standaed s also provided with hm;_:'i‘d;mli—
nal corrugations ¢ (Ei‘ pw«mi nob auite paralilel
with each other in order to compensate for
the inereased \wlilm the blank at 1I, holtom
odee, so that the general divection of the cor-
rugations is symmeirical with vegard to the
shape of the blank.  The middle corrugation
extendscompletely to the bottom of the spade-
itke portion o, ferminating ab % as indieated
in Fig. 3, so as to hU(‘I]““](‘ll the spade-like
portion and also to give the lower ,mr-muit,\*
of the standard a shape soitable for cnabling
the standaed to be readily nested.  The blank
is further provided with holes d, located in
the neck portion «/, and also with holes ¢, lo-
cated in the spade-like portion «F, as will he
understood rom Figs. L and 3. These holes
are for the purpose of enabling the standards
when nested, as shown in Figs. 7 and ¢ 8, Lo he
withdrawn one at o time hy means of hand-
hoolks, which may be caused to engage the
holes o and . In placing one of the stand-
ards within the others, so .w to Form the nest,
the holes d are mw‘lmd by the hand-hoolks,
so that the inner standard may be deawn as
closely as possible up into the outer standard
or standards, whereas in extricating the stand-
ards from the nest the holes « are similarly
nsed.

Integral with the body portion ¢ are hosses
v, each having the form of a convexity, as
indicated move particalarly in Figs. 1 and 3.
These bosses serve as spacing members, in
that they hold the standards apart when the
latter are nested.  The purposc of thus hold-
ing the standards apart s to prevent them
from sticking to;;'ei,huu S0 as Lo require an un-
due amount of foree in extricating them and
also in preveniing damage to the standards
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by undue efforts otherwise necessary to pull |
them apart. A cap /4, made, preferably, of a
solid integral portion of metal, is provided
with an annular groove I, concentric therve-
with, as will be understood from Fig. 6.
Merging into this groove are two slots 7 7.
The annular groove & receives the neck por-
tion ' of the standard, the edges of the side
portions 4 entering the slots /7. This con-
struction prevents the standard from opening
when blows are administered upon the cap /4,
so that the standard may without material al-
teration of its shape be driven downward, so
that the portion « is completely embedded
within thegronnd. The fenee wires or strands
are held in the bulbs 77 of the side members
s ot the standard. (Sec Figs. 2 to 5 of the
drawings.)

It will be understood, of course, that owing
to the cheapness with which fences must be
constructed the item of transportation is a
considerable factor of the total outlay nec-
essary to huild a fence.  As the transporta-
tion charges are to some extent governed by
the form in whieh the articles are presented
to the transpertation companics, it follows
that standards which may readily be nested
can be shipped at less expense than other
standards which cannot he nested.  This Is

particularly the case where the fences are to
beshipped long distances.  The idea of propor
nesting for the standarvds necessarily earries
with it the idea of rendering the standards
readily detachable after the shipping is over

and carries with it the further ideaof enabling

the standards to be readily assembled 8o as
to assume the form of a case.

It will be noted that the wires cannot be
torn from the standard exeept by mutilating
the sheet metal at two distinet points, also
that the wires may be merely hooked into po-
sition without threading them longitudinally.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, Ielaim
asnew and desire tosecure by Lotters Patent—

1. A standard for supporting wires and the
lilte, comprising a body portion made of sheef
metal and provided with corrugations and also
with bosses intermediate of said corrugations
for the purpose of enabling the standard to
he readily nogted swith others of its kind.

2. In a standard for snpporiing wires and
the like, a body portion of shect metal pro-
vided with bosses and with holes, said hosses
and said holes heing for-the purpose of en-
abling said body portion to be readily nested
with others of its kind.

3. Asanarticle of manufacture, a cap fora
Fence standavd or post, said eap consisting of
a comparatively thick plate of metal provided
with an annular groove sunken dirvectly into
the substance of the metal, and also provided
with slots meshing into sald groove.

Intestimony whereo! L have signed my name
to this specification in the presence ol two sub-
serihing witnesses. )

WATTER VILLA GILBERT.
Witnesses: .
Tuomas A. O'Briuxw,
AL . GRIFPEETHS.
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