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Different alternatives related to the scheduling of the
execution of commands by a controller and refresh of memory
cells whereon the commands are to be executed and associated
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2. claims: 16, 17

Refresh control of a plurality of memory devices in
accordance with their retention times
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The subject-matter of independent method claim 1 defines a method step
wherein a first signal send from a memory device to a memory controller
indicates to the memory controller that particular memory cells of the
memory device "are to be refreshed " by the memory device. The wording
"are to be refreshed" is unambigucusly understood in the sense of "are
about to be refreshed", or even more explicit, that memory cells are to
be refreshed upon sending the signal, and not before sending the signal.
The method step of dependent claim é defines however "suspending refresh
operations ... in response to sending the first signal" and contradicts
thus to the wording of claim 1 to which it refers.

A corresponding

contradiction is defined in independent device c¢laim 19 in combination
with dependent claim 23 .

The subject-matter of dependent claims 6, 23

and dependent claims 7 - 9, which depends on ¢laim 6, in combination with
the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 19 to which they refer is
therefore neither understandable nor searchable.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has heen
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds inte the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V¥, 7.2},
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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