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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Isaac W. HEYSI\ GER,
of Philadelphia, eounty of Philadelphia, and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Postage-
Stamp Holders,of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference belno
had to the drawings accompanying and form-
ing a part of this spemﬁca‘mon, in which—

Flgure 1 is a rear view of the stamp-holder,
showing the spring-clamp B B', by means of
which the device is attached to a pocket-book
or other like article. Tig. 2 is a perspective
view of the stamp-holder apphed to a pocket-
book, both stamp-holder and pocket-book be-
ing open, one corner of a postage-stamp being
visible in the receptacle of the holder. Fig.
3 is a vertical cross-section of the stamp-
holder near the middle, showing the action of
the spring hinge, cl‘unp &e. :

The lettellno in all the figures is uniform.

My mventlon consists, in “the first place, in
making a 1)oeket~h01der for postage-stamps
provided with a spring-clamp or similar at-
tachment, by means of which the said holder
may be permanently attached to one of thein-
nerleaves of an ordinary pocket-book or porte-
monnaie, and habitually used thus attached,
so that the stamps will be held secure against
accidental loss when the pocket-book is opened
for ~other purposes, and will not adhere to

- each other by reason of the pressure together
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of the sides of the pocket-book or moist-
ure in the pocket, while the stamp-holder, be-
ing firmly attached to the pocket - book, can
be opened or closed with one hand while the
pocket-book is held in the other, and stamps
can bereadilyinserted or removed, as degired,
without displacing the stamp-holder, which
could not be done if it were a simple loose box
carriedin one of the compartments of the pock-
et-book.

" My invention, secondly, consists in the spe-
cial construction of the stamp-holding case or
box, . whereby postage-stamps may be more
readily inserted and removed, and are readily
detached, even if adherent to the bottom of
the holder; also, in the construction of the
spring-hinge with a knuckle-joint, by means
of which the lid will stand open, if opened far

(No model.)

| enough, to manipulate the stamps, and w1]1

close w1th a snap and be securely held closed
when pressure is applied to the,back thereof
or when the pocket-bookis closed. ~ I also pro-
vide a thumb-catch for more readily opening
the lid, the same being so constructed as to be
out of the way when the same is closed. The
device is also adapted to be carried loosely in
the pocket, and the spring-clamp B B’ may
be used to hold car-tickets, &c., or by means
of it the said holder may be apphed to thelin-
ing of the pocket or other like part.
Referring to the drawings, A isthe body of
the holder or box in which -the stamps, &e.,
are carried. It is preferably struck up from
asheet-metal blank, three sideshaving a flange
thrown up to form the box, the upper side,
A’, being without a ﬂfmoe I however usu-
rLlly raise a light corrug eation (shown at A/,
Figs. 2 and '3) to make a neater fit for the

flanged edge of thelid ¢4 Fig. 2, and also pre--

vent the aceidental slipping forward of the
stamps while the 1id is being closed. It also
adds a finish to the inside of the box. One
side of the box A is narrowed and prolonged
into a spring-finger, B, which is folded back-
ward, asshown in Tlos 1 and 3, impinging at
B fw"funst the back Qi the box A, so that it is
equally sustained against slipping in all direc-
tions, and at the same time may be drawn off
the leaf of the pocket-book to which it is ap-
plied, or changed in position without diffi-
culty. As shown. in Tig. 8, the lower end of
the clamp is turned outward slightly, to as-
sist in applying it to the pocket-book.  The
bottom of the'shallow box A is cut so as to
form two spring-flaps, E and E. These
flaps are raised at their free ends slightly,
and against these the edge of the lid Cim-
pinges,and depressesthem while being operned,
as will be hereinafter shown, so as to make a
spring-lid without the use of separate mech-
anism. I use either one or more of these
spring-flaps; but find two to be preferable if
the box is of any considerable width, as thein-
terposed solid metal assists in stiffening the
box against side or diagonal strain.

The lid or cover Chas side flanges, ', which
are shown partly cut away on the sides; but,
if desired, they may extend entirely up to the

55

60

65

70

75

8o

90

95

100



10

I5

20

25

- 30

40

45

50

55

60

2. T 284,737

front flange or edge, C?, Fig. 2. It also has
a rear flange, the whole being struck up from
asheet-metal blank. The rearflange, asshown
in Fig. 3, abuts by its lower edge upon the
spring-flaps EE' of the box A. Atthesepoints
the lower edge is prolonged beyond the gen-
eral surface of the edge, so as to carry the
spring-flaps backward beyond the level of the
bottom of the box A during the process of
opening or closing the lid, and thus allow a

knuckle-joint to be formed, so that the lid will-

spring short if drawn: forward beyond the
center, and will stand open if pushed far
enough backward. Thisknuckle-joint I some-
times make by other means; but I prefer those
herein shown as being simpler and cheaper
than by the use of special mechanism. I some-
times hold the lid open by studs on the sides
of A* or C, acting against corresponding
countersinks, out of and into which the studs
will slip with spring-pressure while the lid is

-being closed or opened; but, as before stated,

I prefer the means herein shown. The rear

flange of C is mot raised at right angles, as

the others are substantially, but slopes back-
ward somewhat, so as to give a greater lift to
the spring-flaps E E'.- The lid C is pivoted
to the box A at the point D, preferably by a
wire passing through the holes-in C and A ; or
it may be accomplished by a studand counter-
sink pivot at each end, so that it will work
freelyand open and close, the spring-flaps BE/
acting against the raised parts of the flange G,
Fig. 3, and closing the lid C, unless the point
G passes beneath the pivot D, when the 1lid

- will stand open.

To facilitate the raising of the lid I provide
a thumb-piece, H, at the forward end of the
lid G, which lies nearly flat upon the forward
extension of the box A, above A’, when the
lid is closed, but is readilylifted by the thumb
or finger. I sometimes interpose a middle
leaf or leaves, either actuated by a spring or
by friction, in the box A to separate the dif-
ferent denominations of stamps, or I carry the
wire hinge-pin forward by a bend in the mid-
dle portion thereof; and I sometimes also dis-
pense with the spring-hinge G D, simply bend-
ing the metal over, so as to constitute a stamp-
holder made out ofa single piece, when special
features or cheapness of construction is re-
quired. In such cases I usually provide a
vertical channel or opening in the part bent
over, whereby the stamps may be slipped in

or out by the thumb or finger sliding in the

said channel or opening. I also sometimes
use a sliding instead of a hinged lid, but pre-

“fer the form herein shown and described.

It will be observed by referring to the fig-
ures that the stamps cannot become stuck to
the bottom of the box, so that a knife or the

finger-nail passed down from the front will
not readily detach them, the box being open

to the front until closed by the flange C’ of the
lid C. I usually make the box large enough 65
to contain two stamps side by side, though it
may be made smaller. to hold a single pile of
stamps, or much larger for other purposes. It

is also well adapted to hold gold coin, and
may be lined with leather or other material, 70
ifso desired. T usually make the box of light
spring metal, preferably brass or German sil-
ver, and plate it with nickel or silver, which
givesit a handsome and durable finish. ‘While

I describe the device specifically as above, I 75
do not rigidly confine myself to the methods -
of construction therein shown and described,
and I sometimes substitute for the simple
spring - clamp other equivalent attaching
mechanism—as, for instance, a pointed pin or 8c
a spring-pin to perforate the leaf of the pock- "
et-book or the pocket, either with or without

a cateh-—and thus hold the device in place, the
object being to produce a detachable stamp-
holder which can be permanently fixed for 85
habitual use in a pocket-book and used there- -
with, and also removed for use elsewhere, or
carried freely in the pocket, when so desired.

Haying now deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters go
Patent, is— : .

1. A pocket-book holderfor postage-stamps,
car-tickets, gold coins, or similar purposes,
provided with stamp - receptacle A C, and
spring-clamp B B/, substantially as herein set 95
forth. o ;
7 2. The flatbox A, having one or morespring-
flaps, EE', formed integral therewith, in com-
bination with the pivoted lid C, having flanged
edge G to impinge upon the said spring-flaps 100
and form aknuckle-joint to hold thelid either -
closed or open, substantially as herein shown
and described.

3. A pocket-book holder for postage-stamps,
consisting of the flat box A, the hinged 13d C, 105
provided with thumb-piece H, and the spring-
clamp B B/, the whole constructed to operate.
substantially as herein shown and described.

4. The detachable postage-stamp holder
A B C, adapted to be clamped to one of the 110
leaves of the pocket-book F by its spring-clamp
or equivalent, and used therewith,.substan-
tially as shown and described.

5. A pocket holder for postage-stamps, con-
sisting of a box, A, and hinged spring-lid C, 115
adapted to stand either open or closed, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

ISAAC W. HEYSINGER.

‘Witnesses:
P. O’ DONNELL,
¥F. L. ROEPKE.



