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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOEHN NEWTON BEETEM,
of Mooredale, in the county of Cumberland
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and Improved Bridge for Musical Instru-
ments, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

My invention relates to bridges for musical
instraments, and has for its object to so con-
struct a bridge of the indicated character that
it will be strong and light.

To this end I employ the arrangement of
parts shown in the accompanying drawings
and described hereinafter, the novelty being
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bridge
adapted for use on a violin orlike instrument,
and Fig. 2 is a like view of a bridge adapted
for use on a guitar or mandolin.

Asillustratedin Fig.1, the bridge comprises
abody A, arranged substantially horizontally,
a series of individual string supports or rests
B, extending upward from the said body, and
a series of feet C, extending downward from
the body A and each arranged directly under
one of the string-supports B. Each of the
string-supports B is preferably provided at
the top with a string-guide D, made of hard
material and secured to the support proper,
B, in any suitable manner—for instance, by
a tongue-and-groove connection, as shown.

To impart the necessary stiffness to the con-
struction, I provide transverse braces E,which
connect the string-supports B near the top
and diagonal braces E', which extend from
the top of the outermostsupports to the bot-
tom of -the two innersupports. In practice

the feet C may each be made in one piece
with the corresponding support B.

Tt will be seen that the improved bridge is
of considerable lightness and that owing to

the arrangement of the braces it is strong
enough for all purposes. Each string is sup-
ported individually and therefore vibrates

much more readily than with the ordinary so

more or less solid construction of the bridge,

and the vibrations are transmitted much more

effectively to the body of the instrument.
When applying my invention to guitars or

mandolins, I employ the construction repre- 55

sented in Fig. 2, where A’ is the horizontal
base or body, C' are the feet, and B’ are the
string-supports and carry the double string-
guides or string-holders D'. The bracing of

the string-supports is dispensable in this case, 60

owing to the comparatively small height and
greater width of said supports. This bridge
has the same advantages as to tone, lightness,
and strength as the one shown in Fig. 1.

Having thus fully described my invention, 63

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

- 1. A bridge for musical instruments, com-
prising a base or body, a series of string-sup-

ports extended upward therefrom, and a se- 70

ries of feet extended downward from the base
or body, each directly in line with one of the
string-supports. .

2. A bridge for musieal instruments, com-

prising a base or body provided with feet 75

extending downward therefrom, individual
string-supports extending upward from the
base or body, and braces connecting said sup-
ports adjacent to their tops.

3. A bridge for musical instruments, com- 8o

prising a base or body provided with feet
extending downward therefrom, individual
string-supperts extending upward from the
base or body, braces connecting said supports

adjacent to their tops, and diagonal braces 85

extending from the top of the outermost sup-
ports to the bottom of the adjacent inner sup-
ports.
JOHON NEWTON BEETEM.
Witnesses:
A, M. MAXWELL,
J. W. DAVIDSON.



