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My invention- relates to improvements in
ccigarette -cases, and it comsists in the com-
binations, constructions, and arrangements
herein described and claimed. ~ -

8 An object of my invention is to provide
a novel cigarette case which may- be con-

‘veniently carried, and- which is adapted for

‘being:operated by a single hand of the user

for removing the cigarettes therefrom.
19 A further object of my invention is to pro-

vide & novel cigarette case in which only a
few of the cigarettes contained therein will

‘be exposed -when the:case is opened for re-
.. 'moving the cigarettes therefrom. o

15 - A-further object is to provide a cigarette
‘case -having .only & -small opening therein
‘whereby the cigarettes may be removed there-
from, but which opening isso arranged that
‘the cigarettes may ‘bé conveniently removed.

A further object is to:-provide a cigarette
case having an opening therein whereby the
“cigarettes may be removed-from the case,
‘and being further provided with a self-clos-
ing door nermally positioned for closing the
~ 28 opening. - : o ‘

A further object is to. provide a cigarette
‘case having a small opening therein whereby
‘the. cigarettes may be removed from the case
-and a door for normally closing the opening,
said cigarette case being further provided
"with means ‘whereby the cigarettes disposed
‘within the case may be moved away from the
opening when the door is in'its closed posi-

_ Other objects and advantages will appear
in the following specification, and the novel
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features of the invention will be particularly

‘pointed out in the appended -claims. .
My invention is illustrated in the accom-
‘panying drawing, forming part of this ap-
“plication;in' which" L ‘
Figure 1is a side elevation of a cigarette
-case embodying my invention, a portion of
the device being shown in section, ~ '
Figure 2is a top plan view of my device,
Figure 3 is an end elevation“of my device,
Figure 4 is a section taken along the line
4—4 of Figure 1, A
.+ Figure 5'is an elevational view of a modi-
~ 80 fied form.of my device, and : ;
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- Figure 6 is a section taken along the line
6—6 of Figure 5.: ‘

In carrying out
casing 1 comprising side portions 2, a top
portion 3, a bottom portion 4, an end portion
5, and an opposite end portion 6. The cas-
ing may be formed of any suitable sheet
metal. A -corner of the casing is cut away

by cutting away a portion of the sides 2,
the top 3, and the end 5 for providing an"

opening in communication with the interior
of the casing. ‘ :

The end b is provided with rolled or loop
portions 7. A:door or cover member 8 is pro-

vided and may be formed from the same or °

similar material to that from which the cas-
ing 1 is made.. The door 8 is formed for
providing an'end thereof with a pair of loop

portions 9 and cam portions 10 which' are .
continuous ‘with : the -loop. portions 9. The

loop portions 9 are disposed in spaced-apart
positions, as shown in Figures 2 and 3, and

-are positioned -between the loop portions 7
of the casing 1. - : ’
A pin 11 extends through the loop por-
tions 7 and 9 for hingedly connecting the

cover 8 with the end portion 5. The pin 11
is provided with head portions 12 for retain-

‘ing the pin 11 in position. - A coil spring 13
is disposed on the pin 11 and positioned be-

tween the rolled portions 9 of the door 8 and
has an end 14 in engagement ‘with the cover 8,

‘and the other énd 15 in engagement with the
‘end portion 5 of the casing. The spring 13 is

for the purpose of yieldingly holding the

-door 8 in its closed position shown in Figures

1 to-3 inclusive. The door 8 is further pro-

-vided with a rolled end portion 16 so that the
‘door may be easily actuated by the operator.

‘The side portions 2 of the casing are pro-
vided with aligned indented -portions 17
which are positioned in spaced-apart rela-
tionship with respect to the end portion 5 of
the casing 1. "A leaf spring member 18 is dis-
posed. within the casing 1 and may be. con-
structed of any suitable light spring ma-
terial.. The width of the spring member 18
is substantially equal to the distance between

‘the side portions 2 of the casing. A portion
-of the leaf spring member 18 is positioned
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between the indented portions 17 and the end
portion 5 of the casing, and is provided with
recessed edges 19 for 1 recelvmcr the indented
portions 17,

It will be noted on referring to Figure 1
that when the door 8 is in its closed position
or is being moved to its closed position, the
cam portions 10 engage the spring member
18 for holding the top portion of the spring
member 18 in spaced-apart relationship with
respect to the end portion 5 of the casing.

When the spring member 18 is in the po-
sition shown in Figure 1, the cigarettes 20
are moved to their dotted line positions so
that they will not engage the door 8 when
it is being closed, which would result in the
mgarettes being crushed or broken. When
the ‘door 8 is moved by the operator to its
dotted line position 8a, the spring member 18
will move to its dotted line position 18a, at
which time the cigarettes: 20 may be with-
drawn from the case.

The top portion 8 of the case is provided
with a stamped-out loop portion 21 for re-
ceiving a ring or annular member 22 so that
the case may be connected with a chain or
the like. The top portion 3 is further pro-
vided. with a raised portion 23 for prevent-
ing the operator’s finger from slipping from
the case when the door 8 is being opened.

In Figure 5, I have shown a modlﬁed form
of my device which comprises a box portion
24 having a cover portion 25 hingedly con-
nected therewith, as at 26. The box portion
24 comprises a bottom portion 27 having a top
flange portion 28, a bottom flange portion 29,
and an end ﬂang;e portion 30. The cover por-

“tion 25 is likewise provided with a top flange

portion 31 and an end flange portion 32. In
Figure 5, the cover portion is shown in its
open position whereby the box may be filled
with cigarettes. When the cover portion is
closed, it is disposed in a superposed position
on the box 24, at which time the flange por-
tions of the cover will be in enO‘aO‘ement and
alignment with the respective ﬁange portions
of the bottom of the box.

It will be noted that the bottom portion 27
and the flange portions 28 and 30 connected
therewith, toqether with: the cover portion
95 and the flange portions 31 and 32 connect-
ed therewith, are provided with cutaway por-
tions so that when the cover 25 is disposed in
its superposed position with respect to the
box portion 24 that the case will be provided
with an opening therein similar to that de-

‘scribed for the casing 1.

A continuous strip of material 33 is posi-
tioned on the inner sides of the flange por-
tions of the box portion 24 and comprises a
part of the box portion or casing. The con-
tinuous strip of material terminates in U-
shaped end portions 34 and 35 which extend
around and may be connected with edges of

‘the flange portions 28 and 30, respectively.
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The width of the strip of material 33 is sub-
stantially equal to the distance between the
bottom portion 27 and the cover portion 25
when the cover portion 25 is disposed in its
superposed position with respect to the box
portion.

It will thus be noted that the width of the
strip of material 33 is substantially equal to
the combined inner widths of the flange por-
tion 28 and the flange portion 31 so that when
the cover 25 is disposed in its closed position,
the end portion of the flange portion 31 ad-
jacent the opening will be disposed within
the U-shaped portion 84, and likewise the end
portion of the flange portion 32 adjacent the
opening will be dlsposed within the U:shaped
portion 35, at which time the U-shaped por-
tions 34 and 35 will tend to reenforce the
edges of the flange portions 31 and 32, respec-
twely, of thé cover. :

The U-shaped portion 85 is provided with
cut-out: portions so that a door 86 which is
similar in construction to the door 8 shown in
Figure 1 may be hingedly connected there-
with. = A leaf spring member 37 similar to the “%°
leaf spring member 18 is connected with the
strip of material 33. by any suitable means,
such as soldering or rivets. The door mem-
ber 36 is provided with a cam portion 38
similar to the cam portion 10 connected to™*
t}'}e door 8, for actuatmg the spring member
3

‘When the cover portion 25 is in its closed
position, it may be connected with the box

portion of the case by any suitable " catch?
means, not shown. When the case shown in
Figure 5 is closed, the operation thereof for
removing the cigarettes therefrom will be
substantially the same as that for removing
the cigarettes from the container shown in®
Figure 1.

From the foregoing description of the va-
rious parts of the device, the operation there-
of may be readily understood. When it is
desired to fill the casing 1 with cigarettes,
the door 8 is moved to the dotted line posi-
tion 8¢ and held in that position, during
which time cigarettes may be inserted
through the opening in the casing until the
casing is full. z115

When the. door 8 is released, it will be
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moved by the spring 13 to its closed position

shown in Figure 1, and during the movement
thereof, the cam portion 10 will move the
spring member 18 so that the cigarettes will®
not hinder the closing of the door 8 nor be
crushed by the door. "The same operation of
course takes place when it is desired to re-
move one or more cigarettes from the case.” ____
Tt will be noted that the door closes with a” 13
snap action so that if the casing is dropped
while the door 8 is open, the door will close
before the casing can fall to the ground and
thereby prevent the cigarettes from falling
out of the case or becoming soiled. :
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The action for the form of my device shown
in Figure 5 is the same as that described
in connection with the device shown in Fig-
ure 1, except that the cover portion 25 may
be swung open, as shown in Figure 5, so that
the box portion may be filled. After the box
portion has been filled, the cover 25 may be
closed and the cigarettes may- then be re-
moved from the case by actuating the door
36 in the same manner, as has been described
in regard to actuating the door 8 for remov-
ing the cigarettes from the casing 1.

I claim:

1. A cigarette container comprising a cas-
ing having an opening therein, a door mov-
ably connected with the casing and adapted
for closing the opening, means operatively
associated with the door for moving the same
to its closed position, and means for moving
the cigarettes in the container away from
the opening when the door is moved to its
closed position.

2. A cigarette container comprising a cas-
ing having an opening therein, a door hinged-
ly connected with the casing and adapted for
closing the opening, a resilient member dis-
posed within the casing and operable by the
door for moving the cigarettes in the con-
tainer away from the opening when the door
is moved fo its closed position, and spring
means for moving the door to, and yielding-

ly retaining the door in, its closed posi-

tion. ,
3. A cigarette container comprisin% a cas-
ing having an opening therein, a door hinged-

Ly connected with the casing and adapted for

closing the opening, a resilient member dis-
posed within the casing and operable by the
door for moving the cigarettes in the con-
tainer away from the opening when the door
is moved to its closed position, and means
connected with the door and adapted for en-
gagement with the resilient member for mov-
ing the resilient member when the door is
moved.

4. A cigarette container comprising a rec-

tangular casing having a corner cut away

for providing an opening therein, a door
hingedly connected with a side of the casing
and normally positioned for closing the open-
ing, and a resilient member disposed within
the casing and operable by the door for mov-
ing the cigarettes in the container away from
the opening when the door is moved to its

2 closed position.

5. A cigarette container comprising a rec-
tangalar casing having a corner cut away

for providing an opening therein, a door

hingedly connected with a side of the casing
and normally positioned for closing the open-
ing, a resilient member disposed within the
casing and operable by the door for moving
the cigarettes in the container away from the
opening when the door is moved to its closed
position, and spring means operatively con-
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nected with the door for moving the door to,
and yieldingly retaining the door in its closed
position.

6. A cigarette container comprising a rec-
tangular casing having a corner cut away
for providing an opening therein, a door
hingedly connected with a side of the casing

“and normally positioned for closing the open-

ing, a resilient member disposed within the
casing and operable by the door for moving
the cigarettes in the container away from the
opening when the door is moved to its closed
position, and means connected with the door
and adapted for engagement with the resil-
ient member for moving the resilient member
when the ‘door is moved.
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