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FLOORING AND THE LIKE 

The present invention relates, generically, 
to composite wooden surfaces, such as wall 
panelling, flooring (strip, parquet, etc.), and 
the like. More particularly, this invention 

is has especial relation to a fastener for that 
type of composite wooden surface which is 
adapted to be laid on underfloorings or back 
ings of concrete and similar material. 

It is a common experience in the flooring 
to trade to find that in strip flooring laid upon 

concrete underflooring there is a marked tend 
ency for the strips to separate from each other 
and to leave relatively large and unsightly 
crevices therebetween. This has been parti 
ally overcome by the use of an intermediate 
layer of wood between the concrete backing 
member and the surface flooring, the latter 
being nailed or otherwise secured to the in 
termediate layer. The use of the intermedi 

the expenditure of additional labor in its 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a fastener for the strips or 
component members (such as units of par 
quetry) of composite wooden flooring where: 
by the latter may be laid directly upon a 
concrete sub-flooring, with or without the use 
of a mastic, and which will firmly bind the several strips together, and positively pre 
vent, their separation from each other.' . 

25 
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Among the other objects of the presentin 
vention are to provide a fastener of the chart. 
acter above-described which maybe easily and, 

35 inexpensively formed in dies out of a single 
strip of sheet metal to provi saf 

th 
To the accomplishment of these obje 

he others as-nay; hereinaft ap 
. . . . . . s of he anf, . 

rate layeris, of course, expensive and involves. 
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after, the advantages of which will be readily 
understood by those skilled in the art to which 
the present invention pertains. . . . . . . . . . . 
The various features of this invention will 

be best understood from an inspection of the 55 
accompanying sheet of drawing illustrating 
a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

In the said drawing, . . . . . . 
Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view through a . 

portion of flooring and concrete sub-floor- so 
ing, embodying the present invention, and 
showing one strip of flooring already laid 
and a second strip in process of being laid; 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing 
both strips of flooring in laid position; 65 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one end of 
a strip of flooring, showing the manner in 
which the strip is preferably milled to co 
operate with the fastener; and . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the fastene 
... per se. : *.. . .. ... t 

Similar reference characters indicate lar parts throughout the several figures of 
the drawing. : 7. - ; : ... ... . . . * 

According to the present invention, each 75 
component strip 10 of flooring or the like is 
specially milled, as particularly illustrati 
in Fig. 8 of the drawing, to enable it t operate with applicants improved fastener 
11, particularly illustrated in Fig. 4 ar 
scribed in detail hereinafte 

  

  

  

  

  



of vertical portions 18. , . . . 
0. 

or the like, to the form clearly illustrated 
in Fig. 4. 

Each fastener comprises a pair of horizon 
tal two-ply tongues 16 adapted to be Snugly 
received in the grooves, 12 of the flooring 
strips, and base or supporting portions 17 ex 
tending laterally from one side of the bottom 
The vertical portions 18 are adapted to be 

received in the space left between shortened 
tongues 14 of adjacent strips of flooring, as 
is clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

s 

Base portions 17 are formed with longitu 
dinally extending beads 19 intermediate the 
sides thereof, and at a point thereon beyond 
the corresponding tongue 16. When these 
beads 19 are ultimately-flattened out, as and 
for the purpose hereinafter described, the 

20 
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the beads may be and preferably are 
vided 

base portions 17 are substantially coextensive 
with and adapted to be received in the rab 
beted grooves 13. 
The base portions 17 extend only from one 

side of the vertical members 18, and with the 
corresponding tongues 16 form sockets adapt 
ed to receive the tongues 14 of adjacent floor 
ing strips. The tongues 16, vertical por 
tions 18 and bases 17 of the fasteners 11 are 
continuous and longitudinally coextensiv 
with each other. 
The fasteners 11 may be cut into conven 

ient lengths and cooperate with flooring 
strips, as shown, to provide a firm support 
therefor along the entire length thereof. 
At the crests thereof, beads or raised por 

tions 19 are formed with a plurality of spaced 
nail-receiving holes or openings 20. Sub 
stantially midway between these openings 20, 

pro 
21 with suitably shaped slits or cut-outs 

In describing the method of laying a floor 
according to the present invention, partic: 
ular reference will be had to Figs: 1 and 2 of 
the drawing. 

As 

50 

Before the floor is laid, the 
underflooring 15 is preferably first coated 
with a layer of mastic or similar material. 
As shown in Fig. 1, strip 10a has already. 

been laid and its fastener 11a secured in place 
on the underflooring by means of nails or 
other fastening elements 22. This leaves one 
tongue 16 and the flattened base 17 exposed, 

55 

the other tongue 16 being received in a groove 
12 of the strip 10a. A second strip of flooring 
10b is then put in place, a groove 12 thereof 
receiving the said exposed tongue 16, and a 
rabbet 13 receiving the flattened base 17. It 
has been found by experience that the sev 
eral strips cannot ordinarily be laid so that 
they will contact along the entire adjacent 
sides thereof, but that there is always a slight 
space therebetween, as shown at 23 in Fig.1. 

- The tongue 16 of a second fastener 11b is 

85 

then inserted into the exposed groove 12 of 
the strip 10b with base portion i7 of the fas 
tener 11b extending outwardly. Nails 22 

1,888,611 

are then driven into the concrete sub-flooring 
15 through openings in the beads 19. This 
flattens the bead out and increases the effec 
tive width of the base 17. To accommodate 
this increase in width, the strip 10b is forced 
over to the left (in Fig. 1) into intimate con 
tact with the strip 10a, thus eliminating the 
opening or crevice 23. Since the nails 22 
penetrate into the concrete before the flat 
tening of the beads begins, they, of course, 
do not give, and separation of adjacent strips 
to form spaces therebetween is positively pre 
vented. This process is continued with ad 
ditional strips and fasteners until the entire 
floor is laid. The slits or cut-outs 21 are 
adapted to receive superfluous mastic from 
the surface of the mastic-covered sub-floor 
ing, thus aiding in securely holding the fas 
teners down on the latter. 

It will be thus seen that a simple and ef 
ficient fastener has been provided for use 
with flooring designed to be laid upon con 
crete under-floors. It is obvious that theim proved fastener may be equally well used 
with properly milled units of parquetry in 
the laying of parquet flooring, and also in the 
laying of the panels of composite wall sur 
faces. 
In accordance with the patent statutes, I 

have described the principles and particular 
construction of the elements and combina 
tion of the parts of my invention, and while I 

O 
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have illustrated and described a particular 
formation, I desire to have it understood that 
the same is only illustrative of a means of 
carrying out my invention in one form and 
that obvious changes may be made by anyone 
skilled in the art within the scope of the fol 
lowing claims without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 
I claim: . . . . . 
1. In a fastener for flooring and the like a 

base portion extending laterally from the 
body of the fastener, and a nail receivi 
raised portion extending SEE, O 

ee said base portion intermediate the sidest 
of, said raised portion being adapted to be 
flattened when nails are driven therethrough 
into the flooring or the like. w 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a vertical body portion, a pair of tongues 
extending laterally in opposite directions 
from the top of said body portion, a base por 
tion extending laterally from said body por 
tion at the bottorn thereof, said base portion having a bead extending longitudinally there 
of and adapted to be flattened. 

3. A fastener for flooring and the like 
adapted to be made from a single strip of sheet 
metal comprising a vertical member, a pair 

00 

i5 . 

20 

12s. 
of two-ply tongues at the top of said vertical 
member, a base portion at the bottom of said 
vertical member; a raised bead extending lon 
gitudinally of said base portion, said bead 130 
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having a plurality of nail-receiving openings 
at the crest thereof. 

4. In combination with a strip of flooring 
disposed upon a sub-flooring, a fastener for 

5 said strip of flooring, means to anchor said 
fastener to said sub-flooring, and raised means 
on said fastener adapted when flattened to 
force said strip into intimate contact with the next adjacent strip of flooring. 

10 5. The method of laying flooring upon con crete sub-flooring comprising disposing a fas 
tener adjacent a strip of flooring, anchoring 
said fastener to said sub-flooring, and then 
increasing the effective width of said fastener, 

15 whereby said strip of flooring is forced into 
intimate contact with the next adjacent strip of flooring. 

6. A fastening device comprising a base 
portion, a vertical portion attached thereto, 

20 a plurality of tongues extending laterally 
from said vertical portion, said base portion 
and vertical portion being longitudinally co 
extensive and continuous, and raised means on 
said base portion adapted, when flattened, to 

25 increase the effective width of said base por tion. 
s SAMUEL. J. WOLESON. 
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