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The present invention relates generally to a visual signal
indicator, and more particularly to an improved indicator
which can effectively be employed to display one or more
light signals.

‘While not strictly limited to use in a stereophonic sound
system, the visual indicator of the present invention is
particularly useful in this environment because of ‘its
capability of displaying more than one visual signal. It is
a relatively simple matter to make an appropriate opera-
tive connection for the visual indicator such that a sepa-
rate light signal is presented by the device which is indica-
tive of the operating condition of each of the speakers of
the system. Although a variety of embodiments of visual
signal indicators can be and are used for the foregoing
purpose in a stereophonic sound system and like environ-
ments, these prior art indicators tend to be complicated in
construction and operation.

Broadly, it is an object of the present invention to over
come the foregoing and other shortcomings of the prior
art. Specifically, it is an object to provide an indicator,
constructed in a simple manner of an appropriate light-
transmitting plastic, and effective to display one and at
least two light signals indicative of the operating conditions
of the environment apparatus with which it is associated.

A visual signal indicator demonstrating features of the
present invention comprises a plastic article of manu-
facture, preferably of light-transmitting acrylic plastic.
Any appropriate shape may be provided the article con-
sistent with the intended use of the indicator and the
manner in which it is mounted in supporting structure.
For example, an embodiment for displaying two light sig-
nals has an appropriately shaped body wherein opposite
ends thereon are each located adjacent to a separate light
source which, when energized or not, is indicative of one
or the other of two possible operating conditions of the
equipment. In a stereophonic sound system, for example,
when each light is on it indicates that the speaker is work-
ing, and vice versa, The light enters into the body of the
indicator at each end adjacent to the light source and is
transmitted to an area in the medial portion of the indi-
cator convenient for viewing. In this medial area, the in-
dicator has improved structural features for presenting
transmitted light as a signal, the two transmissions of light
being more particularly displayed side-by-side in a com-
paratively small viewing area and in different colors so as
to be readily distinguishable from each other.

The above brief description, as well as further objects,
features and advantages of the present invention, will be
more fully appreciated by reference to the following de-
tailed description of a presently preferred, but nonetheless
illustrative embodiment in accordance with the present
invention, when taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a partial front elevational view of a visual
signal indicator demonstrating features of the present in-
vention;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view, in section taken on
line 2—2 of FIG. 1, illustrating further details of construc-
tion of the visual signal indicator;

FIG. 3 is a plan view, in section taken on line 3—3 of
FIG. 2, illustrating a typical operative position for the
visual signal indicator; and

FIG. 4 is a partial plan view, on an enlarged scale, of
the visual signal indicator and an associated light source.
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Reference is made to the drawings wherein there is
shown a visual signal indicator 10 demonstrating features
of the present invention. Generally, the indicator 10 is of
the well known type commonly used to present a visual
s.ignal determinative of an operating condition of a func-
tional part of the equipment employing the visual signal
indicator. For example, the indicator 10 may be employed
in a stereophonic sound system for the purpose of visually
indicating the operating condition of one or both the
speakers of the system. As such, the indicator 10 is em-
bodied in an appropriate manner in one of the units of the
system, such as is illustrated in FIG. 3. In a preferred
form of the indicator 10, a centrally located rectangular
surface 12 on the front wall 14 of the body 16 of the indi-
cator is accommodated in a rectangular aperture 18 of a
front wall 20 of a chassis housing the indicator 10. The in-
dicator 10 is held by a plate 22 having apertures 24, 26
receiving curved portions of the indicator body 16 and
mounted in a spaced position from the front wall 20 by
bolts 28 disposed through spacing cylinders 30 and thread-
ably engaged with the front wall 29,

The indicator body 16 is fabricated of a light-transmit-
ting plastic such as clear acrylic and in practice is adapted
to fransmit light from one or both of the light sources 32,
34 which are respectively located adjacent each of the op-
posite ends 36, 38 of the plastic body 16. As is generally
understood, the energizing of the lights 32, 34 signify the
operating condition of the stereophonic speakers and thus
the light from the sources 32, 34 would serve as a visual
indication of whether these speakers are functioning or
not. This would be determined by simply viewing the sur-
face 12 of the indicator 10 and noting whether a signal in
the form of transmitted light is visable on the indicator 10.

Having reference now to FIG. 4 in conjunction with
FIG. 3, the body ends 36, 38 are each provided with a
surface coating 40, 42, respectively, of a dye or other
coloring medium which is effective in a well-known man-
ner of serving as a light filter for the rays of light emitted
from each of the light sources 32, 34. As a result, the light
which is actually transmitted through the two sections of
the plastic body 16 is of different colors as viewed through
the rectangular surface 12. In other words, the surface
coating 40 may be such as to provide a red visnal signal
at the rectangular surface 12, whereas the surface coating
42 on the opposite body end 38 may be such as to provide
a blue signal at the rectangular surface 12.

In accordance with the present invention, the light rays
which are transmitted into the indicator 10 through the
opposite ends 36, 38 thereon is effectively presented as a
visual signal by virtue of the construction of the rear wall
44 of the plastic body 16 at a location immediately rear-
wardly of the rectangular surface 12. At this location, the
body 16 is provided with a V-shaped notch or recess 46
which, in an obvious manner, provides two light-absorb-
ing surfaces 48 and 50, each oriented at an angle across
the path of transmission of the light rays through each of
the curved sections of the plastic body 16. The surfaces 48,
50 are appropriately etched or otherwise evenly rough-
ened into matted surfaces so as to efficiently function to
absorb the light rays which are transmitted through the
plastic body 16 and impinge upon the surfaces 48, 50. In
this manner, a colored light signal is efficiently presented
for viewing through the clear plastic body 16 of the mem-
ber 10 at the rectangular surface 12 of the indicator 10.
Moreover, since the surfaces 48, 50 function by absorbing
the light rays impinging upon it, it should be appreciated
that these visual signals are effectively seen at any angle
from a position forward of the rectangular surface 12,
which is not the case with such surfaces in indicator de-
vices which function by reflecting light rays out of a
viewing surface or area.
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The light sources 32, 34 consist of bulbs threadably
engaged in sockets 52, 54 to complete an electrical con-
nection to conductor 56 of an appropriate electrical energy
source. As best shown in FIG. 2, each socket 52, 54 is
connected at its base to a mounting bracket 58 connected
by a rivet or other suitable fastening means 60 to the
plate 22.

A latitude of modification, change and substitution is
intended in the foregoing disclosure and in some instances
some features of the invention will be employed without
a corresponding use of other features. Accordingly, it is
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broad-
ly and in a manner consistent with the spirit and scope
of the invention herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A visual signal indicator comprising a body fabri-
cated of a light-transmitting plastic and formed with an
appropriate shape respectively presenting a first body end
and a second body end to a light source and having an
intermediate body area in an advantageous position for
viewing, said intermediate body area having two light-
absorbing surfaces located thereon in the path of travel of
the light transmitted through said body which are illumi-
nated by the absorption of said transmitted light to pre-
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sent visible signals on said intermediate body area, and 2

said first and second body ends having light-coloring means
thereon for providing the light passing therethrough with
distinctive colors.

2. A visual signal indicator as defined in claim 1 where-
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in said light-absorbing surfaces are formed by a V-shaped
recess extending into the body and orienting each of said
surfaces at an inclined angle relative to the front wall of
said body, said inclined light-absorbing surfaces being
viewed through the front wall of said body.
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