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My invention relates to means for supporting 
the bed covers of a bed vertically of the upper 
surface of the mattress, whereby to prevent the 
weight of the covers from being imposed upon 
the feet of a person occupying the bed. As is 
well known, the weight of the bed covers on the 
feet of a sleeper, especially when sleeping on the 
back, frequently causes cramps in the feet. 
Likewise, in the case of injured feet, it is essen 
tial that the same be protected from the weight 
of covers to avoid discomfort to the occupant of 
the bed. 
With the foregoing in view, an object of my 

invention is to provide an improved bed cover 
Supporting means for a bed. 
A further object is to provide an improved bed 

cover-supporting means which includes novel 
means for attaching the same to a mattress, 
and/or novel means for adjusting the angular 
relationship of the cover-supporting frame to 
the mattress, and/or novel means for locking the 
attaching means in a mattress-clamping rela 
tion. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved bed cover-supporting means which 
includes a novel pad for the frame of the cover support, a novel cover for the pad, and novel 
means for detachably connecting the pad and 
cover to the frame. 
A further object is to provide in a bed cover 

supporting means, novel means for supporting 
the bed covers in vertically-disposed relation to 
one end of a bed. . . - 
Other objects and advantages reside in the 

particular structure of the invention, combina 

5 Claims. (CI. 5-319) 
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35 tion and arrangement of the several parts there 
of, and will be readily apparent to these skilled 
in the art upon reference to the attached draw 
ings in connection with the following specifica 
tion, wherein the invention is shown, described 
and claimed. 

En the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary end elevation of a 

bed showing a bed cover support according to 
the invention attached thereto; 

40 

45 Figure 2 is a plan view thereof, parts of the 
bed being shown in horizontal Section; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary transverse. Vertical 
section taken Substantially on the plane of the 
line 3-3 of Figure2; ". . . 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary elevation of the Sup 

porting frame for the bed covers apart from the 
rest of the structure. 
In the drawings, wherein like reference char 

acters have been used throughout the several 
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55 yiews to designate like parts, O. designates, the i. 
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footboard for a bed and f the mattress there 
of. Any suitable bed and/or mattress may be 
utilized, as will appear hereinafter. The sup 
port according to the invention is adapted to be 
clamped to the mattress at the foot end there 
of by a pair of laterally-spaced clamps 2, each 
of which is disposed adjacent the side edges of 
the mattress. As the clamps 2 are identical, it 
Will Suffice to describe but a single one of them, 
and each clamp comprises a pair of upper and 
lower opposed claimp members. The upper 
clamp member comprises a leg 3 adapted to rest 
upon the upper Surface of the mattress it and 
includes a foot is extending downwardly over 
the end edge of the mattress. The lower clamp 
member comprises a leg 5 underlying the lower 
Surface of the mattress and an upwardly-di 
rected foot 6 extending over the end edge of 
the mattress and pivotally connected to the foot 
4 in toe-to-toe relation by a horizontally-dis 
posed pivot means 7. By virtue of this con 
nection, the clamp members are swingable to 
and from clamping and unclamping positions 
With relation to the mattress ff. 
The lower foot 6 includes a rigid upwardly 

directed extension 8 which extends behind the 
foot 4 of the upper clamp member, whereby to 
limit relative unclamping movement of the clamp. 
members. The leg 3 of each upper clamp-mem. 
ber, includes a vertically-disposed quadrant f9. 
The quadrant 9 has the periphery thereof 
formed to provide series of major latch teeth 20 
and minor latch teeth 2d. The upper end of the 
extension f 8 of the lower foot f6 has pivotally 
Secured thereto in any Suitable manner a latch 
dog. 22, the free end of which is selectively en 
gageable with the minor latch teeth 21, whereby 
to lock the upper and lower legs 3 and 5 in 
clamping engagement with the mattress. Each 
quadrant 9 is formed to provide an axially-dis 
posed aperture therethrough in which is jour 
nailed the stub shaft 23, Figure 4, of a cover-sup 
porting frame. 24. Ehe frame 24 includes end 
frame members 25 which mount vertically-spaced 
earS. 26, which in turn are provided with aligned 
apertures...slidably receiving the latch dog 27. 
The latch dog 2 is vertically movable in the ears 
26 and is provided with a laterally-directed lower 
free end portion 28 which is selectively seatable 
between adjacent major teeth, 20 to lock the 
frame in angularly adjusted relation to the upper 
clamp members 3 and/or to the mattress f. 
The frame 24 likewise includes a plurality of 
upWardly-directed frame-providing members 29 
and the frame as a whole is preferably covered 
with a grid of wire screening or the like 30, 

  



2,547,942 
3 

The upper ends of the frame-providing mem 
bers 25 and 29 are longitudinally directed toward 
the head of the bed, as at 3, Figure 3, whereby 
to provide a canopy. The forward edges of the 
forwardly-directed ends of the frame-providing 
members 25 and 29 are preferably connected by 
any suitable frame members, not shown, which 
are in turn covered with a layer or sheath of 
sponge rubber, or the like, 32. Such sheath of 
sponge rubber obviously protects the toes of the 
occupant of the bed from injury. 
To exclude drafts from the bed, I prefer to 

utilize a pad 33 of sponge rubber, over the for 
ward surface of the frame, Figure 3, which pad 
is coextensive with the frame, whereby to Sub 
stantially exclude all air from passage through 
the grid 30. The pad 33 is covered with a slip 

0 
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cover 34 provided at its upper edge abutting the 
grid 30 with suitable tie strings 35, whereby the 
cover and pad may be suitably Secured to the 
frame. The cover 34 is provided with an exten 
sion flap 36 which overlies not only the canopy 
of the upper edge of the frame, but also extends 
downwardly to completely enclose the frame. 
The lower free edge 37 of the extension of the 
slip cover terminates in the region of the lower 
edge of the frame and is secured thereto by Suit 
able means, such as the tie strings 39. Thus, the 
slip cover 34, together with its extension, not only 
provides a sanitary cover for the frame and the 
pad therefor, but also may be, and preferably is, 
made in fabric of distinctive appearance, where 
by the cover presents an attractive appearance 
in use, or when not in use, but disposed on or 
adjacent the bed. 
As is readily apparent from Figure 3, the bed 

cover-supporting means according to the inven 
tion permits any suitable bedcovers, diagramat 
ically illustrated at 40 in Figure 3, to be utilized 
with the device in the normal manner. The Sole 
exception is that the lower ends of the covers 
40 are extended over the frame of the device and 
are thereafter tucked into the space below the 
mattress in the usual manner. At the Same time, 
the dual series of major and minor teeth on the 
quadrants f 9 provide a relatively simple means 
for accommodating the device to mattresses of 
varying thicknesses and also to permit the Sup 
port of the frame in various angular. relations 
to the mattress. - 
Thus, while I have shown and described what 

is now thought to be the preferred embodiment 
of the invention, it is to be understood that the 
same is susceptible of other forms and expres 
sions. Consequently, I do not limit myself to 
the precise structure shown and described here 
inabove, except as hereinafter claimed. 
I claim: 
1. In a bedcover-Supporting means, including 

a bedcover-supporting frame, the improvement 
comprising a pair of laterally-Spaced clamps each 
adapted to clamp a mattress therebetween adja 
cent the side edges thereof, each clamp being 
U-shaped and comprising a pair of L-shaped 
upper and lower clamp members, each compris 
ing a leg and a foot, horizontally-disposed pivot 
means pivotally connecting said feet together in 
toe-to-toe relation, a rigid extension of the lower 
foot extending upwardly behind the upper foot 
to limit pivotal movement of said members in 
an unclamping direction, a quadrant carried by 
the leg of Said upper member and extending up 
Wardly thereof, Said quadrant including periph 
eral Series of major and minor latch teeth, a , 
latch dog carried by said extension and engage 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4. ''. 

able with said minor latch teeth to lock said 
clamp members in clamping relation to a mat 
tress, means pivotally connecting said frame to 
each quadrant, and latches carried by said frame 
and engageable with said major latch teeth to 
lock Said frame in a Selected angularly-disposed 
relation to said mattress. 

2. In a bedcover-Supporting means, including 
a bedcover-Supporting frame, the improvement 
comprising a pair of laterally-spaced clamps 
each adapted to clamp a mattress therebetween 
adjacent the side edges thereof, each clamp 
being U-shaped and comprising a pair of L 
Shaped upper and lower clamp members, each 
comprising a leg and a foot, horizontally-dis 
posed pivot means pivotally connecting said 
feet together in toe-to-toe relation, a rigid ex 
tension of the lower foot extending upwardly be 
hind the upper foot to limit pivotal movement 
of Said members in an unclamping direction, a 
quadrant carried by the leg of Said upper mem 
ber and extending upwardly thereof, said quad 
rant including peripheral series of major and 
minor latch teeth, a latch dog carried by said 
extension and engageable with said minor latch 
teeth to lock Said clamp members in clamping 
relation to a mattress, means pivotally connect 
ing said frame to each quadrant, latches car 
ried by said frame and engageable with said 
major latch teeth to lock Said frame in a se 
lected angularly-disposed relation to said mat 
treSS, a pad for said frame, a combined cover 
for Said pad and frame, and means detachably 
Securing Said pad and cover to said frame. 

3. In a bedcover-supporting means, including 
a bedcover-supporting frame, the improvement 
comprising a pair of laterally-spaced clamps 
each adapted to clamp a mattress therebetween 
adjacent the side edges thereof, each clamp in 
cluding opposed upper and lower clamp mem 
bers, means pivotally connecting said members 
for clamping and unclamping movement, a limit 
stop carried by said lower member and engage 
able with a portion of the upper clamp member 
to limit unclamping movement thereof, a quad 
rant carried by said upper clamp member and 
extending upwardly thereof, said quadrant in 
cluding peripheral Series of major and minor 
latch teeth, a latch dog carried by said limit stop 
and engageable with said minor latch teeth to 
lock said clamp members in clamping relation 
to a mattress, means pivotally connecting said 
frame to each quadrant, and latches carried by 
Said frame and engageable with said major latch 
teeth to lock said frame in a selected angularly 
disposed relation to said mattress. 

4. In a bedcover-Supporting means, including 
a bedcover-supporting frame, the improvement 
comprising a pair of laterally-spaced clamps each 
adapted to clamp a mattress therebetween adja 
cent the side edges thereof, each clamp includ 
ing opposed upper and lower clamp members, 
means pivotally connecting said members for 
clamping and unclamping movement, a quad 
rant carried by said upper clamp member, pe 
ripheral teeth on said quadrant, means pivotally 
connecting said frame to each quadrant, and sep 
arate latches carried by said frame and lower 
clamp member, Said latches both being engage 
able with teeth of said quadrant whereby re 
Spectively to lock said frame in angularly-ad 
justed relation to said upper clamp member and 
to lock said upper and lower clamp members in 
clamping relation to a mattress. , , 

5. In a bedcover-supporting means including 
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a bedcover-supporting frame, the improvement 
comprising a pair of laterally-spaced clamps each 
adapted to clamp a mattress therebetween ad 
jacent the side edges thereof, each clamp in 
cluding Opposed upper and lower clamp mem 
bers, means pivotally connecting said members 
for clamping and unclamping movement, lock 
ing means carried by each of Said upper clamp 
members, means pivotally connecting each lock 
ing means to said frame, and respective latch 
elements carried by said frame and lower clamp 
members, said latch elements being engageable 
with portions of the locking means whereby re 
spectively to lock said frame in angularly-ad 
justed relation to said upper clamp member and 15 

6 
to lock said upper and lower clamp members in 
clamping relation to a mattress. 
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