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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ASA/ 210

The claims do not satisfy the requirements of unity of invention (Rule 13 PCT). The reasons

are as follows:
The only concept in common of all the independent claims, being a biochemical assay, is
well known in the art. See e.g. W0O8322053 or EP417305.

1). The claims can be grouped according to their special technical features:

l. Claims 1- 13, 15,186, directed towards locating biochemical assays on an optical disk with
CD- like characteristics. This solves problems of speed, automation and miniaturising of
biochemical assays.

II. Claim 14, directed towards the biochemical constitution of an assay element, namely
compiementary oligonucleotides, connected by a cleavable spacer moiecuie, one of the
oligonucleotides being connected to a substrate. This soives the problem of efficient

regeneration of the assay element.

2). There is no feature in common to the groups, which could be considered as a special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. Biochemical

assays as such, as mentioned before, are already well known in the art. Thus, no technical
relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13, between the two groups of inventions, can

be seen.
3). Consequently, it appears that cfaims 1- 16 do not satisfy the requirements of unity of

invention within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.
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