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7 Claims.

This invention relates to containers for the
storage of clothing and has particular reference
to-an improved clothies closet composed of inter-
fitting units each of which is adapted to ke col-
lapsed to a flat compact arrangement for storage
and shipment and when received by the pur-<
chaser, may be set up and assembled without
difficulty.

The invention has in VleW a knock down. closet
in-which the end walls thereof ‘are hingedly con-
nected to the opposite ends of a spacing strip for
movement of the said walls from a collapsed
parallel relation with the spacing strip to an ex-
panded right- angular set-up relation therewith.

The invention more particularly comprehends
a - knock-down closet composed of interfitting
units in which the main walls and a closure con-
stitute one of the units, and the end walls and a
spacing strip hingedly connected thereto consti-
tute the other -unit ‘and which end. walls .are
swingable from a’ collapsed parallel relation with
the spacing strip to ‘a right angular relation
therewith for receiving the main walls of the
closet between the end walls and with the spacing
strip forming a longitudinal edge of the closure
epening, and with which edge the closure engaﬂes
when in closed condition.

The invention further includes, in a knock-
down closet of the indicated character; a rear
wall, side walls and a pair of closures integrally
and -hingedly connected together to form one of
the units of the closet and end walls having in-
wardly directed marginal rims and a spacing
strip hingediy connected at its opposite ends to
the rims of the end walls respectively to form
the other unit and which end walls are swingable
from a collapsed parallel relation with the spac=

ing strip to an expanded right angular relation

therewith for receiving the opposite ends-of the
rear, side walls and closures in surrounding rela-
tion with the flanges of the end walls and with
the spacing strip longitudinally dividing the front
of ‘the closet to define a pair of openings and a
parting strip between the closures when in closed
condltmn

- With the foregoing and other objects in view,

reference is now made to the following specifica~-

tion and the accompanying drawings in which

there is 111ustrated the preferred form of the"

‘invention.
In:-the drawings:
Fig. 1 is & perspective view of the body Unit of
a kneck-down closet.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a unit embody-
ing the end walls and a parting strip to-which
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they are hingedly connected and showing the
same . respsctively in full -and broken lines in
sgt-up: and-collapsed condition. i

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical cross sectional
view through the upper end of the closet illus~
trating the units in assembled relation.

g, 4. is an enlarged vertical sectional . view
taken appreximately on the line 4&—4 of Fig. 3.

Fig. § is' a fragmentary detail perspective-of
the upper corner‘of one of the doors as viewed
irom the inner side thereof.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view
taken approximately on the line 6—§ of Fig. 4.

Referring to the drawings by characters of ref- -
erence, the closet includes a rear wall {9, oppo-
sitely disposed side walls i and {2 hingedly con~
nected to the rear wall, ‘and closures I3 and {4
hingedly connected to.the side walls respectively,
and which walls and closures are preferably fash-
ioned from' a-length of corrugated ‘cardboard,
paperboard or other light inexpensive sheet ma-
terial to provide ‘an integrally and hingedly con-
nected body section A which is adapted to be col~
lapsed . into flatly folded compact arrangement for
storage or shipment.

The body unit A is:reenforced by relatively
stiff material, such as flat wooden' strips 15 se-
cured against the outer faces of the rear wall
{0 and side walls 1 and 42 adjacent the op=
sité ends thereof. The closures {3 and (4 are
also preferably reenforced by marginal frames 1§

- of ~similar material secured against the - outer
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face thereof -adjacent  their edges, the ‘inner
longitudinally extending strips 1T of the mar-
ginal frames having their confronting inner cor-
ners longitudinally rabbeted: as at (8 and the
outer edges thereof longitudinally grooved as at
20 for receiving the inner edges of the cTOSure
panels respectively.

The closet also includes a complementary unit,
mdmated generally by the reference character B,
which unit is adapted to interfit with the body
unit ‘A’ to complete the -closet.  The. comple-
mentary unit B includes upper and lower end
walls. 2f and 22, each of which consists of a rec~
tangular panel preferably fashioned from corru-
gated cardboard, paperboard or other light in-
expensive material, and which panel is provided
with an inwardly dlrected marginal frame or r1m
23 of wood or other stiff material.

The frames 23 have their inner faces: grooved
as at 24 in which are secured the edges of the
panels and the inner edges and -outer faces there~
of are rabbeted to provide confronting marginal
recesses 25-in which are fitted the opposite ends
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of the walls of the body unit' A when the units
are in set-up condition.

The end walls 21 and 22 are hinged respectively
to the opposite ends of a spacing strip 26 cen-
trally of the front sides 27 of the frames 23 by
hinges 28 to permit of the swinging of the said
walls inwardly from a set-up condition at right
angles to the strip, as shown in full lines in Fig. 2,
to a collapsed condition in parallel relation there-
with, as shown in broken lines therein.

The spacing strip 26 has its opposite edges
longitudinally rabbeted as at 29 and forms with
the front side 21 of the frames 23 and the for-
ward edges of the side walls {1 and 12, a pair of
openings adapted to be closed by the closures 13
and 14 respectively, with the opposite ends of the
closures abutting against the bottom faces of the
recesses 25 of the front sides 27 of the frames
23 and with the rabbeted edges of the strips 1T in-
terfitting with the rabbeted edges of the spacing
strip 26 for effectively sealing the edges of the
closures when in closed condition. The opposite
ends of the spacing strips are riotched to provide
extensions 38 which fit into notches 81 in the
forward faces of the sides 2T of the frames 23
when-the end walls are swung to set-up condi-
tion. A bail 32 providing a hanger bar 33 for re-
ceiving garment hangers has its arms 34 pivoted
at their upper ends on pins 35 to the opposite
sides of the frame 23 of the upper wall 2f for
swinging of the bail with the upper wall to a
parallel relaticn therewith when in collapsed con-
dition.

In setting up and assembling the closet from
collapsed condition, the end walls 21 and 22 are
swung outwardly to dispose the same in right
angular relation with the spacing strip 28. The
body unit is then expanded and fitted between
the end walls with the opposite ends of the rear
and :side walls of the body section secured in
the recesses 23 of the frames 23 by latch and
keeper elements 36 and 37 carried by the frames
23 and the reenforcing strips 15 to thereby fasten
the sections in assembled set-up condition with
the closures 13 and 14 located forwardly of the
closet and in position to be swung to closed con-
dition- against the connecting strip 28 ‘which
serves as a parting strip therebetween. The said
strip is provided with keeper elements 38 and 39
adapted to be engaged by latches 40 and 4f car-
ried by the strips {471 of the closures respectively
for releaseaply latching the closuresin closed con-
dition. Handles 42 are respectively provided on
the strips {1 of the closures for. facilitating the
opening and closing thereof.

What is claimed is:

- 1. In a storage closet, a rear wall, side walls
hingedly connected to the rear wall, and a pair of
closures hingedly connected to the side walls re-
spectively, end  walls having rabbeted inwardly
directed marginal rims and a spacing sirip hing-
edly connected at its opposite ends to the rims of
the end walls respectively for movement of the
end walls from a collapsed parallel relation with
the spacing strip to an expanded right angular
relation  therewith . for receiving the rear;:side
walls and closures ‘with the opposite ends there-
of dispesed in surrounding relation with the rab-
beted portion of the said rims, and said spacing
strip subdividing the front of the closet to pro-
vide with the end walls and opposite side walls
a pair of openings, and said spacing strips pro-
viding a parting strip between the closures when
in closed condition.

2. In a storage closet, a rear wall, side walls
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hingedly connected to the rear wall, and a pair of
closures hingedly connected to the side walls re-
spectively, end -walls having inwardly directed
marginal rims and a spacing strip hingedly con-
nected at its opposite ends to the rims of the end
walls respectively for movement of the end walls
from & collapsed parallel relation with the spa-
cing strip to an expanded right angular relation
therewith for receiving the rear, side walls and
closures with the opposite ends: thereof  disposed
in surrounding relation with the said rims, and
said spacing strip subdividing the front of the
closet to provide with the-end walls and oppo-
site side  walls a pair of openings, and said spa-
cing strip providing a parting strip between the
closures when in closed condition.

3. In a storage closet, a rear wall, side walls
swingably connected to the rear wall, and a clo-
sure swingably connected to one of the side walls,
end walls having inwardly directed rims, and a
spacing: strip hingedly connected at its opposite
ends to the rims of the end walls respectively for
movement of the end walls from a collapsed par-
allel ‘relation with the spacing strip to an ex-
panded right angular relation therewith for re-
ceiving the rear wall, side walls:and closure with
the opposite ends thereof disposed in surround-
ing relation with the rims respectively and with
the closure engaging one of ‘the longitudinal
edges' of the spacing strip when in closed con-
dition.

4. In a storage closet, upper and: lower end
walls having inwardly directed marginal rims; a
bail having upwardly extending arms pivoted at
their ends to the opposite sides of the rim of the
upper wall, and a spacing strip hinged at ils op-
posite ends to the rims of the end walls respec-
tively for movement of the end walls from an
expanded right angular relation with the spacing
strip” to. a collapsed parallel relation therewith
and for swinging of the bail into parallel re-
lation with the upper wall when in collapsed con-
dition.

5. In a storage closet, a rear wall, side walls
swingably connected to the rear wall and a clo-
sure swingably connected to one of the side walls,
end walls having inwardly directed rims, and a
spacing strip- hingedly connected at its opposite
ends  to the rims of the end walls respectively
for inward swinging movement of said end walls
in opposite directions and towards each other to
dispose the same into: a collapsed parallel rela-
tion with the spacing strip and for outward
swinging movement into an expanded set up re-
lation with the end walls disposed in right angu-
lar relation to the spacing strip for receiving the
rear wall, side walls and closure with the oppo-
site ends thereof engaging the rims respectively
and: with the elosure engaging one of the longi-
tudinal edges of the spacing strip when in closed
congdition, and means for retaining the rear and
side walls 'in. engagement with the rims of the
end walls.

6. In a. storage closet, a pair of complemen-
tary units adapted when assembled to provide a
box structure having front; rear, side and end
walls, one of said units constituting the body and
the other including the end walls having inwardly
directed externally rabbeted rims and a spacing
strip  having - hinged- connection- at its opposite
ends to said - end walls respectively for inward
swinging movement of said end walls in opposite
directions and towards each other to dispose the
same into a collapsed parallel relation with the
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spacing -strip. and for outward. swinging move-
ment into an expanded set up relation with the
end walls disposed in right angular relation to the
spacing strip for engagement of the walls of the
body' in surrounding relation with the rabbeted
portions of the rims of the end walls respectively,
and means for retaining the walls of the body in
engagement with the rims of the end walls.

7. In"a storage closet, a pair of complemen-
tary units adapted when assembled to provide a’

box structure having a front, rear, side and end
walls, one-of said units constituting the body and
the other including the end walls having in-
wardly directed marginal rims and a- spacing
strip. having hinged connection at its opposite
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ends to said end walls respectively for inward
swinging movement of said end walls in opposite
directions and towards each other to dispose the
same into a collapsed parallel relation with the
spacing- strip and for outward swinging move-
ment into an expanded set up relation with the
end walls disposed in right angular relation to
the spacing strip for engagenient of the walls of
the body with the end walls, said body including
an infegral front closure member adapted to en-
gage the spacing strip in its closed position,
and means for retaining the body and end walls
in engagement with each other.

CHARLES ROSENTHAL.




