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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CYRIL. A. SMACK, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident of 
Elong Branch, in the county of Monmouth 
and State of New Jersey, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Life-Pre 
server Cushions, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a life preserver cushion which can be placed 
upon the shoulders of a person and there 
secured, when used as a life preserver. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

the above character which can be very 
readily and easily applied as a life preserver 
and which will be extremely comfortable 
when so applied, and which will not impede 
the free use of the arms of the wearer and 
which will leave the chest free to expand 
and contract. 
This invention more specifically consists 

in a life preserver cushion comprising front 
and rear members filled with suitable buoy 
ant material, the members being secured to 
gether at their adjacent corners thereby 
leaving a slit for the insertion of the head 
of the wearer, under-arm straps being pro 
vided for snugly holding the cushion on the 
shoulders of the wearer when used as a life 
preserver. - 
A practical embodiment of my inventio 

is represented in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective showing 
a cushion in position for use as a life pre 
server, Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the cush 
ion, and Fig. 3 is an end view thereof. 
The cushion is filled with some suitable 

buoyant material 1, such as capoc and the 
cushion is made of the desired size to hold 
the head of the wearer well above the sur 
face of the water when used as a life pre 
SerWer. 
The cushion comprises front and back 

members 2 and 3 secured together at their 
adjacent corners, as shown at 4 and 5, leav 
ing a slit 6 for the insertion of the head 
of the wearer. 
The under-arm straps are denoted by 

and 8 and are herein shown as formed of a 

single strip of material, an intermediate 
portion of which is secured to the top of 
the back member 3 from end to end thereof 
at a point slightly back of its middle por 
tion. These under-arm straps 7, 8, pass 
through rings 9 and 10 secured to the ends 
of the front member 2 preferably at points 
slightly to the front of its middle portion. 
The arrangement of the rings on the 

front member and the point of attachment 
of the under-arm straps on the back mem 
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ber is such that when the preserver is held 
in position on the shoulders of the wearer 
the members will be drawn down snugly 
into position thereby holding the head of 
the wearer well above the surface of the 
Water and leaving the chin and neck free 
from any cramping by the cushion. 
When the cushion is used as a life pre 

server the free ends of the under arm straps 
7, 8 are passed rearwardly after they leave 
the rings 9 and 10 and are crossed at the 
back of the wearer and are then led for 
wardly and fastened together at the front of 
the wearer well below the chest thus leaving 
the chest free to readily expand and con 
tract and leaving the arms of the wearer 
free. This arrangement will permit the 
wearer to swim if so desired with the least 
amount of cramping action. 
The free ends of the under-arm straps 

and 8 are preferably provided with means 
such as rings 11, 12, for preventing the 
straps from being pulled through the rings 
9 and 10, - 

It will be seen that the life preserver 
cushion can be very readily used either as a 
cushion or as a life preserver as the case 
maybe and that it is very quickly and easily 
applied when desired for use as a life pre 
SeWer. 

What I claim is:- 
A life preserver cushion comprising front 

and back members secured together at their 
adjacent corners to permit the insertion of 
the head between the members, and means 
for holding the cushion snugly on the shoul 
ders, comprising under-arm straps leading 
across the top of the back member and rings 
secured to the ends of the front member 
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through which the under-arm straps lead, presence of two witnesses, this twenty 
the SEE, being p's to be ps fourth day of April, 1913. rearwardly and crossed at the back of the 
wearer and then led forwardly and fas- CYRIL. A. SMACK. 

5 tened together at the front of the wearer. Witnesses: 
In testimony, that I claim the foregoing F. GEORGE BARRY, 

as my invention, I have signed my name in HENRY C. THIEME. 


