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UNITED STATES PATENT oFFICE 
2,447,141 
ABLE 

Marion C. Shilady, Norristown, Pa. 
Application May 3, 1944, Seria No. 533,898 

(C. 3-90) 3 (Caims. 

This invention relates to tables and more par 
ticularly to tables which may be readily assembled 
and taken apart. The invention contemplates a 
table having separable parts which may be 
packed in compact relationship for Storage and 
for moving from place to place and which may 
be readily assembled when desired. 
The invention further contemplates a table 

having a top portion made of a plurality of sec 
tions which may be nested in compact relation 
Ship and may be assembled when desired. 
Other advantageous features will be apparent 

from the Specification and claims. 
The nature and characteristic features of the 

invention will be more readily understood from 
the following description, taken in connection 
With the accompanying drawings forming part 
hereof, in which: 

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a table in 
accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is an underneath or bottom plan view 
of the table shown in Fig. 1; 

FigS. 3 and 4 are top end and side views, re 
Spectively, of a leg suitable for use with the table 
illustrated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view at the 
corner of the table as seen from underneath, and 
showing the mode of securing the legs in position; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view 
taken approximately on the line 6-S of Fig. 2, 
and showing the outer edge construction; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view illustrating one 
node of locking adjoining sections at the outer edge; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
approximately on the line 8-3 of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary view at the center of 
the table as seen from beneath, illustrating a 
portion of the Structure for locking adjoining 
box sections at the center; 

Fig. 10 is a view in perspective, illustrating a 
locking member for locking adjoining box sec 
tions at the center; 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view taken approximately 
on the line - of Fig. 8: 

Fig. 12 is a diagrammatic vertical sectional 
view illustrating a preferred mode of nesting of 
the box sections; 

Fig. 13 is a view of the table packed for storage 
Or for carrying; and 

Fig. 14 is an underneath plan view showing the 
embodiment of the invention in a table having a 
circular top. 

It should, of course, be understood that the de 
Seription and drawings herein are illustrative 
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merely, and that various modifications and 
changes may be made in the structure disclosed 
Without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. 

Referring more particularly to FigS. 1 to 13 of 
the drawings, the table preferably consists of a 
top portion, and Supporting legs 69. 
The top portion is square and the length and 

width may be referred to as unit width. The top 
is composed of four rectangular box sections A, 
B, C and D of different sizes and of related dimen 
Sions as hereinafter pointed out. 
The box section. A preferably consists of a flat 

central panel 5 preferably of rigid material Such 
as MaSOnite, Wood, metal or the like which is 
adapted to form part of the upper face of the 
table top. Parallel pairs of downwardly extend 
ing side edges 6, 7, 8 and 9 are provided, 
preferably of sheet metal. The side edges may 
be turned over as indicated at 25 for stiffening. 
The thickness of the edges between extremities 
thereof will be hereinafter referred to as unit edge 
thickness. The side edges is and 9 preferably 
form outer side edges of the table when the sec 
tions are assembled, and one of these outer side 
edges, Such as 6, may be provided with a fiat 
collapsing carrying handle 2 for use When the 
table is packed for carrying and being disposed 
in flat condition when the table is in use. 
The box Section B is similar to the box section 

A although Smaller in size, and consists of a fiat, 
central panel 25 of the same material as the panel 
5 and parallel pairs of downwardly extending 

Side edges 26, 27, 28 and 29 preferably of the same 
unit edge thickness. The side edges 2 and 28 
preferably form outer side edges of the table when 
the Sections are assembled. The box sections A 
and B are related as to their respective sizes such 
that Section B may be disposed with its edges 
within the edges of section A and with the edges 
26, 29, 28 and 27 respectively within the edges 9, 
6, 7 and f$, or with the edges 28, 27, 26 and 23 

respectively within the edges f9, 6, it and 8, 
and in each instance with the panel 25 spaced 
from the panel 5. 
The box section B has a portion of the central 

panel 25 and adjoining portions of the edges 2S 
and 29 cut away to permit an inner corner por 
tion of Section. A to extend thereinto when the 
Sections are assembled (see Figs. 2 and 9). 
The box section C is also similar to the box 

Sections A and B although still smaller in size. 
The box section C consists of a flat central panel 
30 and pairs of parallel downwardly extending 
side edges 3f, 32, 33 and 34, preferably of unit 
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edge thickness. The side edges 3 and 32 pref 
erably form. Outer side edges of the table when 
the sections are assembled. The box section C 
is related in size to the box section B and is 
adapted to nest therein. With the edges 3, 32, 
33 and 34 respectively within the edges 29, 26, 27 
and 28 and with the panel 30 resting on the panel 
25, or with the edges 3, 32, 33 and 34 within the 
edges 27, 28, 29 and 26 respectively, and with 
the panel 30 resting on the panel 25. 
The box section D is also similar to the box 

Sections A, B and C but is the Smallest in size. 
The box Section D consists of a flat central panel 
40 and pairs of parallel downwardly extending 
side edges 4, 42, 43 and 44, preferably of unit 
edge thickness. The side edges 43 and 44 prefer 
ably form outer side edges of the table when 
the Sections are assembled. The box section 
D is related in size to the box section C and is 
adapted to nest therein with the edges 4f, 44, 
43 and 42 respectively within the edges 34, 33, 
32 and 3 or with the edges 44, 43, 42 and 4? 
respectively within the edges 3 ?, 34, 33 and 32, 
and in each instance with the panel 40 against 
the panel 30. The box section D is also adapted 
to contain the legs 60 in collapsed condition, and 
packs of cards or game apparatus (not shown) 
if desired. 
The box sections A, B, C and D are adapted to 

be assembled with the edges 6 and 3, 32 and 27, 
28 and 43, and 44 and 9 providing the outer side 
edges of the table top. 
The box Sections A, B, C and D may be held 

in assembled relationship in any desired manner. 
For this purpose the Sections are preferably 
locked or clamped together at the central portion 
and at or near the Outer side edges in any desired 
ale. 
The lock at the central portion may consist of a 

metal box 50 having side walls 5 with tapered 
slots 52. The rolled portions 20 of the edges 7 
and 34, 33 and 26, 29 and 42, and 4 and 8 
preferably are cut away at their rims as at 55 
to permit of frictional gripping engagement of 
the edges of the slots 52 with the inner faces of 
these edges. 
The locks adjacent the outer side edges may 

consist of pin locks 53 carried by one side edge 
and having bent portions 57 adapted to be slid 
through holes 54 in alinement therewith and 
turned to locking position by means of arms 56. 
The table top assembled from the sections A, B, 

C and D is preferably Supported on collapsible 
legs 60 which are separable from the table top 
portion. The geometric center of the table is 
indicated at 35. 
The legs 60 preferably each consist of an upper 

hollow section 6 and a lower section 62 capable 
of telescoping therein. A spring pressed latch or 
button 63 mounted in the lower Section 62 and 
engageable in a hole 64 in the upper section 6 
may be provided for releasably holding the legs 
60 in extended position. The legs 60 are adapted 
to be separably secured to the top and for this 
purpose outwardly extending lugs 65 may be pro 
vided slidable into sockets formed by metal 
tongues 66 secured to the inner faces of the edges 
at the corners. The legs 60 in their collapsed or 
telescoped position may all be placed within the 
box section D along with the box. 50. 
In Fig. 14 a modified form of the invention is 

illustrated showing the application to a circular 
table. The circular table is preferably composed 
of four segmental box sections A, B, C and D' 
of different sizes and of related dimensions, The 
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box section A' is of segment shape and preferably 
consists of a flat central panel 70, a downwardly 
extending curved outer edge T and interior edges 
7' and 8' similar to the edges of the box sections 

heretofore described and of unit edge thickness, 
The box section B' is similar to the box section 

A' although smaller in size, is of segment shape 
and includes a flat central panel 75 with a down 
wardly extending outer edge 76 and with interior 
edges 26 and 29 similar to the box section edges 
heretofore described and of unit edge thickness. 
The box Sections A and B are related as to 
their respective sizes such that section B may 
be disposed With its edges within the edges of 
section A', for nesting, with the edge 76 within 
the edge 7 and with the edges 26' and 29' re 
spectively disposed within the edges 7' and 8" 
and With the panel portion 75 Spaced from the 
panel portion 70. The box section B' has a por 
tion of the central panel 75 and the adjoining 
edge portions 26 and 29' cut away to permit a 
corner portion of the Section A' to extend there 
into when the sections are assembled as illustrated 
in Fig. 14, and in a similar manner to that shown 
With the square table. 
The box section C' is also similar to the box 

sections A and B' although still Smaller in size. 
The box section C' is of Segment shape and Con 
sists of a flat Central panel 80, a downwardly ex 
tending curved outer side edge 8, and inner 
edges 33' and 34", of unit edge thickness. The 
box section C is related in Size to the box Section 
B' and is adapted to nest therein with the curved 
edge 8 within the curved edge 76 and with the 
edges 34 and 33' respectively within the edges 26 
and 29'. 
The box section ID' is also similar to the box 

sections A, B' and C' but is the smallest in 
size. The box section ID' is of Segment shape and 
consists of a flat central panel 85, a downwardly 
extending curved outer side edge 86 and inner 
side edges 4 f' and 42 of unit edge thickness. The 
box section ID' is related in size to the box Section 
C' and is adapted to nest therein with the curved 
edge 86 within the curved edge 8 and with the 
edges 4 and 42’ respectively within the edges 34' 
and 33", and with the panel 85 spaced from the 
panel 80. The interior of the box section D' is 
adapted to contain the legs 60, the locking mem 
ber 50 and otherWise to serve as a storage Space. 
The box sections A, B, C and D' may be held 

in assembled relationship in any desired manner, 
such for example as that illustrated in detail in 
Figs. 7, 8, 9 and 10, or in any other desired 
ale. 
It will thus be seen that there is provided a 

table which may be made in desired or conven 
tional sizes, such for example as to be suitable for 
use as a card table, and that the table may be 
readily assembled when required by locking the 
respective box sections together and by mounting 
the legs thereon. If desired the legs may also be 
utilized at the collapsed height thereby giving 
a table particularly adapted for use by children. 
When it is desired, the table may be taken apart 
and packed up. The box sections Will Snugly nest 
One Withini another and no fastening Will Ordi 
narily be required. When packed the table willil 
occupy a relatively Small space, and may be readily 
carried from place to place as desired. 

I claim: 
1. A table top consisting of a first box section, 

a second box Section fitting within said first box 
section, a third box Section fitting within said 
Second box section, a fourth box Section fitting 
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within said third box section, each of said box 
sections having a flat table surface portion of 
different area, and means for locking said box 
sections in assembled relationship with said table 
Surface portions Coplanar. 

2. A square table top consisting of a first bOX 
section, a second box section fitting within Said 
first box section, a third box section fitting within 
said second box section, a fourth box section fit 
ting within said third box section, each of said 
box sections having a flat table Surface portion of 
different area, and means for releasably locking 
said box sections in assembled relationship with 
said surface portions coplanar to provide a table 
top. 

3. A square table top consisting of a first rec 
tangular box section, a second rectangular box 
section fitting within said first box section, a 
third rectangular box section fitting within said 
second box section, a fourth rectangular box sec 
tion fitting within said third box section, each of 
said box sections having a flat surface portion of 
different area, and means for locking said box 
sections in assembled relationship with said Sur 
face portions Coplanar. 

4. A circular table top consisting of a first box 
section, a second box Section fitting Within Said 
first box section, a third box section fitting With 
in said second box section, a fourth box Section 
fitting within said third box section, each of said 
box sections having a flat surface portion of dif 
ferent area, and means for locking said box Sec 
tions in assembled relationship With said Surface 
portions Coplanar. 

5. A circular table consisting of a first Segment 
shaped box section, a second segment shaped box 
Section fitting within said first box section, a 
third segment shaped box section fitting within 
said second box section, a fourth segment shaped 
box section fitting within said third box Section, 
each of said box sections having a flat table Sur 
face portion of different area, and means for 
locking said box sections in assembled relation 
ship with said surface portions coplanar. 

6. A table top consisting of a plurality of box 
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sections of similar shape and capable of nesting 
one within another, each of said box sections 
having a fiat table surface portion of different 
area, means for locking Said box Sections in as 
sembled relationship with said surface portions 
coplanar and with edge portions of different box 
sections in engagement, one of Said box sections 
having a cut out portion of the table surface at 
One corner to permit of the assembling and nest 
ing of at least one of the other box sections there 
With. 

7. A table top consisting of a plurality of box 
sections of similar shape and capable of nesting 
One Within another, each of said box sections 
having a flat table surface portion of different 
area, and a plurality of edge portions at least two 
of which are angularly disposed with respect to 
each other, means for locking said box sections in 
assembled relationship with said surface portions 
coplanar and with edge portions of different bOX 
sections in engagement with each of the afore 
said angularly disposed edge portions of one of 
the box Sections, one of Said box sections having 
a cut out portion at one corner to permit of the 
assembling and nesting of at least one of the 
other box sections thereWith. 

MARION C. SHILLADY. 
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